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“ A KING now into confidera- 

^ ^ ^ neceflary regulations 

for reftraining our agents and 
gomaftahs, from interfering with any 
affairs of the country government, in- 
juring the people, or being injured by 
them, and for deciding of difputes which 
may arife between them : It is agreed. 
First, That at all thofeau rungs which 
are adjacent to, or under the manage- 
ment of the fubordinate fadrories, the 
gomaftahs, in cafe of being injured by 
any of the officers of the government or 
their dependents, fhall firft make their 
Vot. III. B appli- 
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6.pplicatioii for redrefs, in writing to the 
officer of the government, refiding on 
the fpot } from whom, if he does not 
receive immediate fatisfadtion, he ffiall 
fend his complaint to the chief of the 
neareft fadbory, who ffiall be empowered 
to take cognizance of the fame, and de- 
mand, or exaft, if neceflary, the fatis- 
fadbion which the cafe may require ; but 
that it is to be underftood in refpedb of 
weavers, pykars, and all others who re- 
ceive advances of money for goods to be 
provided, or are indebted for goods 
bought, the gomaftahs ffiall retain their 
power as ufual, to call fuch perfons to 
account. That, on the other hand, 
where the government’s people ffiall have 
reafon to complain againft Engllffi go- 
. maftahs or agents, they ffiall give the 
faid agent or gomaftah notice of the 
-complaint in writing, requiring and re- 
commending to him to fettle it in an a- 
micable and equitable manner } and in 
oafe the ^gent or gomaftah refufes, or 
liegledbs, to fettle 4t in fuch manHer, as 
ffiall appear -reafofl^able to the govem- 

ment’s 
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merit’s officer, he fhall then tranfmit an 
account of it to the chief of the neareft 
Englifh factory, and deliver a copy of 
the faid account to the gomaftah. And 
the chief of the fadlory is hereby requir- 
ed to examine ftriiftly into the affair, 
and decide it according tojuftice, giving 
a copy of his determination to the officer 
of the government, who made the com- 
plaint. That the gentlemen of the fu- 
bordinates fhall keep a regifter of fuch 
complaints, with the decifions paft on 
them, a copy whereof fhall be forward- 
ed monthly to the Prefidency. 

Secondly, With refpedl to the dif- 
tant places where trade is carried on, 
fuch as Rungpoor, Poorneea, Gwalpa- 
rah and Rangamettee, there is at prefent 
no refident on the part of the Company ; 
but at Rungpoor, a provifion of filk is 
made by a gomaftah, from Coffimbuzar 
factory, which provifion, it is hoped, 
may be increafed and improved, by the 
care of a covenanted fervant. At the 
fame time, the lituation of the place is 
fuch, as will be convenient for examin- 
B 2 ing 
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ing the complaints, and deciding the 
dilputes which may arife in moft of thofe 
places. 

Agreed, therefore, that the addition 
of a fenior fervant be made to the Coun- 
cil at Coflimbuzar, and that he be ap- 
pointed relident at Rungpoor. 

That the orders forbidding our fcr- 
vants or dependents, from holding 
lands, gunges, rents or employments of 
any kind, under the country government, 
lhall be again repeated. 

That fuch, however, as have in- 
herited taalooks from purchafe, or other 
good right, fhall not be obliged to give 
them up, but hold them as other taalook- 
dars in the country, being informed once 
for all, that in refpedl to fuch rents held 
from the government, they are not to 
avail themfelves of our proteeflion to in- 
vert them with any particular privileges. 

That fuch complaints as have alrea- 
dy been made, and tranfmitted to the 
feveral fubordinates, fliall be inquired 
into, and decided conformably to the 
above regulation ; and that fuch as have 
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not yet, fliall now be forwarded to the 
proper fubordinates for that purpofe.” 

This regulation might anfwer very 
well, if all chiefs and relidents of the 
Englifh were difinterefted men, would 
receive complaints againft their own go- 
maftahs with temper, and decide them 
with juftice and equity, even if their own 
profits were to be lelTened by it. But a 
fucceflion of fuch men is not to be ex- 
pected in any fervice j and there is be- 
fides another difficulty, proceeding from 
the diftance of the places, where fomc 
of thefe gomaftahs are employed, from 
any of the Company’s factories y fo that 
in many cafes it would be impoffible to 
get at the truth j and it is cafy to con- 
ceive the diforder which mufi: take place 
in any community, where there cxifls 
no power of determining on the Ipot the; 
difputes which may arife. 

I IMAGINED the Nabob would be 
much alarmed, by the affembly of the 
members of the Council from the fubor- 
dinate factories, and the reports which 
B 3 would 
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would r6ach him from Calcutta, of their 
being determined to break with him. 
We heard now of his being on his re- 
turn from his expedition to Beteea and 
Napaul ; and I concluded, that the be- 
ing nearer at hand to fettle the contell- 
ed points, was the chief reafon for his 
quick return, although it was reported, 
he had been defeated on the borders of 
Napaul. His apprehenfions of the de- 
figns of the Council againft him, can- 
not be ftronger exprefled than in his own 
letters. 

The following are copies of his let- 
ters of the 22d and 26th of February. 

shetterof theizd ^’February, 
** FHEN you came here an agree- 
▼ V ment in writing was made be- 
tween us, which I imagined all the gen- 
tlemen would confent to j but it is a- 
mazing, that not a fingle petfon has ap- 
proved of it. 

Not wiTUS'fANDiNG all y6u have ex- 
prefsly directed to the chiefs of the Patna 
and Dacca factories, they do not pay any 
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regard to it; but return for anfwer, 
** We do not approve of tlie Governor’s 
“ proceedings ; when the gentlemen of 
‘f the Council write to us, we will im- 
“ mediately follow their directions.” 

Since the commencement of Meet 
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn’s management 
to the prefent time, I have not known 
any one but yourfclf. Now the gentle- 
men of all the factories do not regard 
your directions, but require the orders 
of the Council, and they ruin the affairs 
both of this province and Bengal, the 
zemindarrees, the merchandize, the rei- 
ats, &c. for what reafon I cannot con- 
ceive. I neither have, nor fhall nego- 
tiate with any perfon but yourfelf j and 
therefore I plainly write, that if you in- 
tend to regard the agreement made be- 
tween us, you fhould aCt in fuch a man- 
ner, that the gentlemen may not make 
their objections to it j if not, advife me 
of it. I underfland, that a number of 
the gentlemen are inclined to eftablifk 
another Subahdar. This appears to me 
a trivial matter. Let them eitablifh 
B 4 whom 
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whom they pleafe, it is of no confe- 
quence to me. I do not regard matters 
of fo fmall importance. God made the 
woi'ld, and every thing is ruled by him. 

I beg you will fpeedily write me an an- 
fwer to this letter. Herewith I fend 
you copies of a letter tp Rajah Nobit 
Roy from Mr. Ellis, and one from Jef- 
farut Cawn to me. I gave you lands to 
the amount of fifty lacks of rupees, for 
the maintenance of troops to deftroy my 
enemies j but it is amazing, that a num- 
ber of gentlemen have, on the contrary, 
colledted troops againft me, in order to 
ruin my country. It is the univerfal per- 
fuafion, that the Europeans are to be 
confided in j but to fee all this furprizes 
me much.” 

Copy of a LiCt ter from the Nabob to the 
Governor y February 26, 1763. 

** '^^OUR favour is arrived, and has 
A given me much fatisfaiftion. You 
write, that “ at this time you are in- 
“ formed, by a letter from the chief of 
Patna factory, that as the Company’s 

** fait- 
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** lalt-petre was coming from about 
** Gauzypoor laden on bullocks ; the au- 
mil, at a place called Manjee, took 
“ ,ofF the falt-petre from the bullocks, 

** and drove away the bullocks, and the 
** falt-petre is lying at the aforefaid place. 

Alfo that one boat of the Company’s 
** laden with falt-petre, the officer at a 
** place called Seefan has feized, unladen 
the falt-petre, nor will let it pafs. A- 
** gain, that four boats laden with bec- 
** tie-nut, which were proceeding in 
** the way, purfuant to a duftuck from 
** the chief of Dacca fadlory, the fou- 
“ gedar of Rajemahl has detained, want- 
ing to colle<St a duty. If I have any de- 
fire to remove all fufpicion from your 
“ breafi:, I muft puniffi my officers one 
** and all j that agreeably to the letter 
which you have written and given to 
me, the affairs of my government, 
** and the Company’s trade, ffiould go 
** on in a courfe lefs interrupted than 
** heretofore j and no fingle article of 
** goods that has the Company’s duftuck 
** with it ffiould be impededi i46f ffiould 

“ there 
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** there be in any place the les^ obiUcIe 
« to your baying and filing the coun- 
*• try commodities ; but upon fiilt, to- 
** bacco» beetle^nut, and dried fi(h, I 
ihoold take nine cexf. upon the 
** coik, and give my own dufktck $ but 
*• that the officers of my government 
** feign orders of themfelves, and report 
** abroad^ that the Engliih gomaftahs 
" are not to be allowed in the country, 
** nor any one boy or fell, or do any 
** manner of bufincfs with them. That 
*• by thefe proceedings, the agreement 
** concluded between you and me is to- 
tally broken, and there will be ano- 
ther treaty ntade, in which it will be 
•* particularly expreffed how my officers 
** are to ad, and how the Englifh go- 
** maftahs ; and hnce letters from me 
♦* to you, and you to me, with their 
anfwcrs, are not lefs than a month in 
** coming, and you cannot allow that 
•* the Company's buiinefs, and that of 
** the Engliih gentlemen, ihould remain 
** in fulpence for my order ; that there- 
** fore Ijxroft writt to Meer Syed Ma- 

“ homed 
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homed Ca^yn at Moor(hedabad, and 
** to Mahomed Allee Beg at Dacca^ that 
** as a new treaty is intended to be made 
** and ratified by both parties ri until it 
** is concluded and fent to them, they 
** muft cauie the bufinefs of the Com- 
** pany, and private gentlemen, to go 
** on in the manner it formerly was con- 
** du<^ed } and that if my officers in the 
** provinces a£k contrary thereto, you 
•* will fend the Company’s forces to 
•* clear your bulinefs.” 

S i r, although with relpe£t to the cat- 
tle for carrying your petre, I know there 
has been no obftruftion at all ; yet I have 
fent orders every where, to examine into 
the affair of the bullocks laden with pe- 
tre, and alfo the boats. Hereafter I 
will write you the particulars, and fend 
them. And with regard to the boats 
laden with beetle-nut, on which,you write 
Cootub Aalum demands duties. Sir, 
before the arrival of your friendly letter, 
Cootub Aalum had reprefented in an 
arzee to me, that there were fome boats, 
of which you had releafed before his face 

all 
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» 

all but four, which remained, and which, 
becaufe of a forged duftuck, you left in 
charge with him, and proceeded on your 
way. Herewith I inclofe the arzee for 
your perufal. 

Since you were pleafed to obferve, in 
the agreement before alluded to, that 
my duftuck was to be along with the 
purchafe, and fale of beetle-nut, and o- 
ther articles of inland trade ; beyond all 
doubt Cootub Aalum, without being 
fhewn my duftuck, would not let the 
boats pafs, in which cafe my officer does 
not appear to have committed any fault. 
Be you the judge in this affair. 

As to what you write of the diftur- 
bances of my officers, it appears from 
thence, that the agreement made be- 
tween us the Council has not affented 
to ; to be fure, whatever your gomaftahs 
write, is all exadtly juft and proper, and 
my people tell nothing but lies and bare- 
faced falfities. I muft have all Ioffes in 
your trade made good to you j but who 
will indemnify me for the lofs of reve- 
nues, ju^ly due to my government ? 

I MUST 



^ranfaSlions in Bengal. 13 

I MUST cutoff my officers heads ; 
but your gomaftahs, who are guilty of 
oppreffions, receive encouragement from 
you. You know very well. Sir, that I 
never defired fuch a treaty, it was mere- 
ly in compliance with your pleafure, that 
I affented to it. Now that the Council 
do not agree to it, and want to make ano- 
ther treaty, this is unreafonable. Three 
demands which I formerly made to you, 
I now again repeat. The firft is this ; 
from the beginning until now, the Na- 
zim of Bengal correfponded with the 
Governor of Calcutta, as I have and do 
with you, having no correfpondence 
with the reft of the Board. 

The fecond is, I have before remark- 
ed to you, that the Company’s trade has 
been eftabliffied from time immemorial ; 
but, at prefent, belides the Company’s 
trade, the gomaftahs of the Englifh gen- 
tlemen have fet up the trade of fait, to- 
bacco, dried fifh, timbers, &c. and pur- 
chafe from the country people by force 
and extortion, and are continually mak- 
ing unjuft difputes and wrangling with 

my 
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my officers, fo diat the poor, the inha- 
bitants, the merchants, and mannfac- 
turers of my country are oppreijed, and 
both you and myfclf are troubled with 
nnjuft vexations. Now I fay, that your 
gpmaftahs are to trade as heretofore, in 
merchandize imported and exported ; and 
are to refrain from thofe articles of trade, 
which interfere with the revenues due to 
my government, and are a caufe of dif- 
putes, and the ruin of the inhabitants 
and poor people. 

The thkd is, whether your will is, 
-that I lhall have the charge of the ex- 
pences of the army, and management of 
the country, and his Mjyefty’s revenues ; 
and that your gomailahs (hall carry on 
thofe branches of trade, which were ne- 
ver allowed in the country, ©pprefs the 
country, by interfering in the govern- 
menit;, under pretence of trade, and that 
njy officers lhall not have their due au- 
thority, nor offer to oppofe them. Jf 
this be the cafe, it is out of my power 
to carry on the bufinefs of this fubah- 
darree. I w^ffi not to be concerned in 

a charge 
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a charge of fo fiMidi vcxatioa ; y&sx mvf 
be pleaded to find out fbme other that 
frill undertake it. For my part, I am 
heartily tired with thefe difpiutes arid 
wranglitigs. Why do you take the. 
trouble to (end forces againft my officers ? 
Why do not you write to them to quit 
their Nations, and repair to me, for they 
have no forces to oppofe you ? You are 
(enilble, that in Chittagong, Midnapoor, 
and fiurdwan, which, agreeable to trea- 
ty, I ceded to the Company j not a man 
of mine ever enters, and I refrain even 
from providing the cuftomary cloths for 
my own ufe. If you do not determine 
juftly for me, it is a matter of great fur- 
prize." 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated Yt^xwzvy 26, 1763. 

** ’^7’ OUR letter is arrived, and has 
-»• much rejoiced me. You write, 
that, ** by a copy of the letter which 
“ Mahomed Alice Beg wrote to Meer 
** Abdulla, the aumil of the perganah 
“ of Sundeep, it appears, Mahomed 

“ Alice 
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“ Allee Beg’s intention is, that not a 
“ iingle Englifhftian ihall be fufFered in 
“ the country j that, moreover, he has 
** occaiioned much lofs to the Compa- 
** ny’s bufinefs, and therefore the treaty 
** made between us is totally broken 
“ by Mahomed Allee Beg j that I muft 
“ bring the aforefaid perfon to punifh- 
** ment, or you cannot fit by inactive, 
** and let the Company’s bufinefs go to 
“ ruin ; alfo, that the Chief of Lucky- 
“ poor, neither imprifoned my yelTa- 
** wal, nor killed any burcandaflTee, 
** nor detained Golam Ahmudj and 
** that all which Mahomed Allee Beg 
“ wrote to me, on that fubjedt, is falfe.” 

Sir, you know very well who the 
perfon is, that occafions all the mifchief 
between us. Tlfo punifliing of Maho- 
med Allee Beg is a trifle 5 and God will- 
ing, when I arrive m Bengal, if he lhall 
have committed any fault, I will chaflize 
him. 

But you have no power to punifli any 
petfon that creates mifchief under yovir 
. \ adminiflratioh ; 
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adminiftration. Your order is ablblute, 
with refpedb to my people, but you have 
not the leaft command over your own. 

It is highly incumbent on you to 
call fuch perfons to an account, or they 
will occafion a rupture between you and 
me. From the beginning, even until 
now, I have never meddled with a Angle 
gomaftah, or any one of your people j 
but your chief, who has before confin- 
ed my officers, now again wants to fend 
troops againft them, and have them 
brought bound. It is furprifing that 
you retort this charge upon me. 

You accufe me of thefe things, tho* 
I have no hand in them j but what occa- 
fion is there to alledge the complaints of 
your gomaflahs, for a pretence to tell 
me, that Mahomed Allee Beg, by his op- 
preffions, has broken the agreement be- 
tween us. Sir, expreffions of this kind, 
imply feme other defign ; fince, I have 
never feen or heard, that any fervants, 
by their mifbehavior, fhould deftroy a 
treaty concluded by their fuperiors. You 
mufl: be fenfible of this, and why will 

VoL'. III. C vou 
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you throw the blame upon another ? 
What Jeflarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al- 
ice Beg» formerly wrote on the fubje<a 
of my yeflawal’s confinement, I imme- 
diately tranfmitted to you, as they re- 
lated it, and this you arc greatly offend- 
ed at. But when you, in confequence 
: of an information from the chief of 
Luckypoor, infilled, that Mahomed Al- 
ice Beg had killed your feepoys, what 
better proofs had you of that charge, 
that you are now lb much offended at 
this trivial complaint of theirs ? For, at 
this time alfo* my yelfawal, who is ar- 
rived, and was interrogated before me, 
makes the following relation, viz. that 
*.* when he reached Luckypoor, he Ihew- 
<* ed my duftuck to Golam Ahmud, that 
fcarce an hour had paH, when the 
*A chief of Luckypoor faftory fent 200 
men, and furrounded him when he 
** \l^as alone, and unattended, and ill 
treating him, carried him off as fall 
** as they could, with many adls of vio- 
ience ; that the chief aforefaid, and 
M others pf , the people employed finder 
, . him. 
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** him, faid, ** Wc made Jaffier Al- 
** ke Cawn Nabob, and afterwards 
** turned him out again; 'and Coflim 
** Alice alfo, is one of our fetting up, 
and this duftuck, which you have 
** brought, we will pay no regard to.’* 
“ That with fuch infults they kept him 
three days in confinement, but the 
** hircarra efcaping, carried this news 
** to Jeflarut Cawn, and Mahomed AI- 
** lee Beg; that foon after, in confe- 
** quence of a letter from the Governor 
** of Calcutta, to the chief there, he 
** was fent with Golam Ahmud to me. 

At the time the chief aforefaid had 
confined my yelTawal, with all this ig- 
nominy and ill treatment, how did Ma- 
homed Alice Beg know that he would 
releafe hin? after three days, and fend him 
to me ? Had not your letter arrived, he 
never would have releafed my yeflawal. 
It was in confequence of the account of 
the hircarra, that Jeflarut Cawn, and 
Mahomed Alice Beg, wrote me the par- 
ticulars of my yelTawars confinement. 
As you are a wife man, v^eigh well the 
C 2 behavior 
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behavior of the Englifh and my ofHcerSi 
and judge which fide is injured, and who 
are the perfbns that aft contrary to our 
agreement, and fecretly fpread infamous 
and injurious reports to the prejudice of 
men of cljarafter. 

To. conclude, how many fleets of boats 
are there at P^tna ! Yet cannot I get fo 
much as a Angle boat to crofs the Ganges j 
and the very boats that I had procured, 
the people of your faftory there have for- 
cibly taken from me.” 

‘The Nabob’s letters of the 26th of 
February having been read in Council 
the 7th of March, it was refolved, that 
the following anfwer fhould be wrote 
him by me as Prefident. 

Tbe Governor's Letter to the Nabob. 

T Ha VE received your letters of the 
26th of February, which having 
reaijtp the gentlemen of Council, they 
agree with me in opinion, that there ap- 
pears throughout a general difinclination 
to ^iye us"an^ fatisfaftion. for the inter- 
j ' ' ruptions 
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ruptions and ill ufage whick the bufinefs 
of the Englifh Company and gentlenien 
has received from Mahomed Allee, and 
other officers of your government j and 
that both your letters feem on the whole 
rather an evafion, than an anfwer to my 
reprefentations. • I ani therefore now, in 
my own name, and in the name of the 
gentlemen of Council, fo give you the 
following account of what has been hi- 
therto refolved on by us. The Firrriaun, 
and other public orders of the Court, 
together with the fubfequent treaties with 
the Nabobs, having been referred to, 
and ftriftly examined, we find that the 
Englifh, having the Company’s dufiuck, 
are thereby entitled to, carry on their 
trade, as well foreign as inland, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
duty free. By the tenor of them there- 
fore the Council are determined to abide. 
We have however taken information of 
the cuftom that has hitherto prevailed in 
the different parts of the country, with 
refpe€t to the Englifh paying a duty on 
certain articles of inland trade, and foam 

C 3 thefe 
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thcfe we Icarri, that the articles of fait 
and tobacco are the only ones which have 
paid fuch duty j and that the latter ar- 
ticle has paid it only at the fa^ories of 
Luckypoor and Dacca. This being the 
cafe, and as we do not mean to break 
entirely through this eftablilhed cuftom, 
although the aforementioned grants give 
us a full fandtion to trade duty free, we 
have determined, that a conhderation 
lhall continue to be paid to your govern- 
ment on fait, after the rate of two and 
half per cent, as will be explained to you 
by Mr. Amyatt and the method of 
colledting it fettled by him. With re- 
ipedt to our gomaftahs, we cannot admit, 
that they lhall be under any adtual con- 
troul of the officers of your government j 
but we have laid down certain regula- 
tions, whereby to reftrain them from 
committing injuries, or abufes on the 
country people, as well as to diredt them 
-to make their complaint to the chief of 
the fadtpry, in cafe of receiving^ any from 
, your 

• Who was at the fame confultation appointed 
to carry the refolutions of the Board to the Nabob. 
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your officers or dependents ; and the faid 
chief will take the neceffary meafures 
for putting a ftop to them. 

Copies of the Firmaun, hulbul- 
hookums and treaties, together with the 
rules for colledling the aforefaid duty on 
fait, and guiding the condudl of our go- 
mallahs and your officers, will be fent to 
you by Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay, whom 
myfelf, with the Council, have thought 
proper to depute, to explain to you more 
fully the juftice of thofc rights and pre- 
tenfions. 

With refpe<fl to the complaints which 
have already been made, we do infift on 
juftice againft all thofe officers of the 
government, who may be proved guilty 
of the extortions and obftruftions laid to 
their charge j and that reparation ftiall 
be made for the loftes occafioned thereby. 

On the other hand, all the complaints 
made by your officers in different parts 
of the country againft Englifh agents or 
gomaftahs, have been referred to the ex- 
amination of the gentlemen of the facto- 
ries, neareft to thole places from whence 
0 4;^’ " : • Ue 
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the complamt5 have come } and whatcii- 
ver injaftice it may, appear they have 
committed, we fhali be particularlyvcare- 
ful to caufe them to make amends for.” 

This letter, as I have before obferv- 
ed, was to be wrote him by me as Pre- 
fident, which was the ufual form of the 
country correfpondence j but Mr. John- 
ftone, for fear the Nabob might not yet 
be fufficiently convinced of the autho- 
rity of the Council, moved, that a let- 
ter fhould be wrote him by the whole 
Board, to inform him, that all power be- 
longed to them. This motion was over- 
ruled by the majority, who thought it 
fufficient, that an addition fhould be 
made to the foregoing letter upon that 
fubjedl. The following are the pro- 
ceedings in this debate, and the additi- 
onal paragraphs which were drawn up 
in confeqnence. 


ExtraSi 
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ExtraSi of Confultation ^March 7, 1763. 

Mr. Johnftone’s Minute. 

« TV ^ R* Johnstone moves, that a 
-LVi letter fliould now be wrote by 
the Board to the Nabob, in anfwer to the 
firft of his three demands, explaining to 
him the powers of the Council ; that it 
is with them in fadt he adls, altho’ their 
opinion is tranfmitted thro’ the channel 
of the Prefident ; and that therefore he 
Ihould confider them in the firft degree. 
Further, that in it the Governor’s letter, 
containing the regulations, ftiould be 
re-demanded j and that the letters now 
fent ftiould be figned by the Board, and 
fealed with the Company’s leal. 

The fecretary being diredled to coir 
ledl the opinions ot the Board on this 
motion of Mr. Johnftone’s, the feveraj 
members delivered the fame as follows^x 
Mr. Watts’x Opinion . . 

Mr. Watts is of opinion, that a 
paragraph ftiould be inferred in the let- 
ter to be wrote to the Nabob, explain- 
ing to Him the powers of the Board; and 
that the letter fent by Mr. Vanfittart to 

the 



^6 ^ NAttRATIVE ^ 

the ihould be demanded back 

as from the Board j but that the letter 
now lent be forwarded under the Prefi-» 
nent’s feal. 

Mr. Marriott’^ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of the fame opi- 
nion with Mr. Watts. 

Mr. Hay’j Opinion. 

Mr. Hay thinks, that the explana* 
tion regarding the powers of the Coun- 
cil, Ihould be made to the Nabob in a 
public letter, agreeable to Mr. John- 
llone’s motion j but that the demand for 
the letter containing the regulations, 
Aiould be made in a letter under the 
Prefident’s feal. 

Mr. Haftings’j Opinion. 

The Company have plainly declared 
their intention, that all correfpondence 
with the country powers fliall be carried 
on thro’ the channel of the Governor ; 
and as an alteration of this cuftom will 
fubjeift the Nabob (who has not been 
ufed to fueh a method, nor can be a judge 
of the propriety of it) tp great perplexi- 
ties, Ajjid tend to create a breach between 
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us, I objeft to any letter being wrote to 
the Nabob, but with the Prcfident’s feal. 

As to an explanation of the powers of 
the Board, the Nabob to my knowledge 
is well acquainted with them, nor is fuch 
an information in any wife neceflary. 

It is alfo unneceflary to demand back 
the Governor’s letter to the Nabob, as 
it will of courfe be annulled by the new 
regulations. 

Mef. Cartier and Billers’x Opinion. 

Messieurs Cartier and Billers are of 
the fame opinion with Mr. Watts. 

Mr. Batfon’x Opinion. 

Mr. Batson agrees with Mr. John- 
llone in opinion, that the authority of 
the Board Ihould be alTerted, and the 
Governor’s written agreement be de- 
manded back j and that it is the intereft 
of the publick, that the correfpondence 
(hould be carried on by the Board. 

Major Carnac’x Opinion. 

Major Carnac is of opinion, .that 
the Nabob either does not, or will not, 
underftand the powers of the Board* 

and 
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and therefore they ought to be ib explain- 
ed to him, as to admit of no diljpute j 
■v^hich cannot be done any way fo effec- 
tuallyj as by a letter wrote under the 
publick feal, as propofed by Mr. John- 
flonc in his minute ; and that in the 
fameletter, the Governor’s, containing the 
regulations fhould be demanded back. 

Mr. Amyatt’j Opinion. 

Mr. Amyatt is of Mr. Watts’s o- 
pinion. 

‘ Major Adams’ j Opinion. 

, Major Adams is of opinion, that 
the Nabob’s letters fhould be anfwered, 
by the Prefident, in the name of the 
Board, under his own feal, which with 
the purport of the letter, will fuffici- 
ently convince the Nabob, that the pow- 
er is lodged in the majority of the Coun- 
cil j and he thinks the re-demanding the 
letter, will more properly become a part 
of the inftrudlions to Mef. Amyatt and 
Hay. 

Prefident’/ Opinion. 

The Prefident obferves, that he had 
already^explained to the Nabob, more 

than 
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than once, the powers of the Board, 
when he wrote the letter in queftion ; 
but that as the Nabob now affedts to be 
infenfible of the powers of the Boards 
and inftead of complying with his agree- 
ment, endeavors to make the worft ufe 
poflible of the letter, he thinks he fliould 
be wrote to in the terms propofed by 
Mr. Johnftone ; but that it Ihould be 
wrote, in the ufual manner, through the 
channel of the Prefident, as any other 
method is contrary to the Company’s 
Handing orders, as well as detrimental 
to their affairs. 

The majority of the Board being of 
Mr. Watts’s opinion ; 

Ordered, that two additional para- 
graphs, exprefling the fenfe thereof, be 
added to the letter, which is above-di- 
redted to be wrote to the Nabob by the 
Prefident; that the whole letter be drawn 
up by the fecretary, from the refolutions 
of Council ; and when approved by the 
members, be fent to the tranflator, with 
diredlions to render it into Perfian; ap- 
plyijig to thie Prefident for theinoonfliee, 

who 
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who ufually writes the letters for that 
purpofe/’ 

Copy of the additional Paragraph to the 
Letter to the Nabob. 

“ 'VT’OU mention in your letter, that 
-i- it has been cuftomary for the Su- 
bahs of thefe provinces, to negotiate 
only with the Governor j and that you 
alfo have done heretofore, according to 
that cuftom, and that you will not nego- 
tiate with any of the gentlemen of 
Council. In anfwer to which, I muft 
acquaint you, that although it is very 
true, negotiations with the Subahs are 
carried on by the Governor only, yet 
that, and all other bulinefs, depends up- 
on the opinion and determination of the 
Governor and Council together j and, in 
this manner, affairs being confidered and 
refolved on, the Governor is only the 
channel through which it is made known 
to the Subahs, of which alfb you cannot 
but be fenlible, as 1 have often ac- 
quainted you with it before. It is ve^ 

true. 
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trae, that the regulations of trade, agreed 
on between you and me, are not approv- 
ed of by the Council, and therefore can- 
not take place ; and further, the ill be^ 
havior, and violent opprefTions, com- 
mitted by your officers in all parts, by 
an abufe of the authority granted them 
by that agreement, are fo notorious and 
infupportable, that if they are not put an 
immediate flop to, the friendfhip be- 
tween us will be broken j and, as it is 
to be feared, they will continue to a€l 
in the fame manner, until they are ac- 
quainted from you, that the intended 
.agreement is annulled ; I defire you will 
fend back that letter to me, and acquaint 
your officers, in all parts, that you have 
fb returned it.” 

The obvious tendency of this motion 
points out, but too plainly, thefa(5tiou$ 
fpirit which didlated it. Since nothing 
could have fo effedlually convinced the 
Nabob, of the weaknefs of our govern- 
ment, and the power of his enemies ; 
belides, that by claiming his acknow- 
ledgment 
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ledgment of an authority, to which he 
had never hitherto been accuftomed ; and 
by throwing the correfpondence into a 
new channel, which he knew to be con- 
trary to the rules of our government, a 
fnare was laid to aggravate the difputes, 
by his difowning that authority, or by 
the perplexity which it muft of courfe 
lead him into, was he even inclined to 
comply with it. 

The difputes were now rifen to fuch 
an height, that it became neceffary, ei- 
ther to put an end to them, by a peace- 
able negotiation, or declare an open war 
againft the Nabob. The former expe- 
dient was preferred j and it was agreed, 
that one of the members of the Board, 
ihould go on a deputation to the Nabob, 
and treat with him upon the terms of 
our .future alliance. Mr. Amyatt offer- 
ed himfelf for this fervice, which was 
unanimoufly accepted j and, at his own 
requeft, Mr. Hay was afterwards joined 
withhi;p,in the feme commiffion, which 
was to take place as foon as the Nabob, 

who 



TranJaSlions w Bengal. 33 

wh® was immediately acquainted with 
it, would fignify his approbation of it. 

About this time, we received a let- 
ter from the Chief and Council" at Patna, 
advifing us, that the Nabob was return- 
ed from his Napaul expedition, in which 
he had been defeated j and that he had 
eroded the river, and lay encamped at 
Jaffier Cawn’s garden, about two miles 
from the city. 

I t was now refolved, that a letter 
thould be wrote to the Nabob, infixing 
on a pofitive anfwer, to the demands 
made by the Board, for his annulling the 
orders, which he had given to his offi- 
cers. In the mean time, thofe orders 
fubiiiling, and.:the unlimited powers, 
given ^tp the fubordinate factories, were 
productive of daily difturbances, the na- 
tural ponfequences of jealoulies, inflam- 
ed to the higheft pitch on both fides. 
From Dacca advices arrived," of a fray 
between thp oflicers of the government,, 
and a party of feepoys difpatched to re- 
leafe fome boats that had been Hopped 
at Jaffier Gunge, in which, the brother 

VoL. III. D of 
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of the chokeydar was llain, or dange- 
roufly wounded j and, on the fame day, 
a letter from the gentlemen of Patna, 
informed us of their having fent an offi- 
cer, with three companies of Icepoys, to 
Mow, to free the bufinefs of the facto- 
ry, which had received Ibnie interruption 
at that place, and to feize the perfons 
concerned in it. This the officer effedl- 
ed, taking Akbur Alice Cawn, the Na- 
bob’s colledtor, prifoner, whom he car- 
ried to Patna, and left a guard of twelve 
feepoys at Taajepoor, to take care of the 
Company’s falt-petre. The Nabob, in- 
cenfed at this outrage, committed al- 
moft before his eyes, in the firft impulfe 
of his paffion, fent out a party of 500 
horfe to intercept the feepoys, and re- 
leafe his officer j but arriving too late for 
this fervice, they marched againft the 
fmall detachment at Taajepoor, and at- 
tacked it. The feepoys defended them- 
felves with great bravery, but four of 
the 4jumber being killed, the reft fub- 
mitted, and were carried, with the Com- 
pany’s gomaftah, prifoners before the 

. Nabob, 
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Nabob, who contented himfelf with re- 
primanding the gomaftah, for being the 
inftrument of fuch an infult on his dig- 
nity, and difmilled them. 

The Nabob’s behavior, upon this oc- 
cafion, fliews how much he was irritat- 
ed by it ; and, at the fame time, how 
careful he was, even upon the greateft 
provocation, to avoid coming to extre- 
mities. The hircarras, or other buly 
people, about the fadtory, took occafion, 
upon this event, to carry news to Mr. 
Ellis, that the Nabob was refolved to 
march back immediately from Ponarac, 
where he then lay encamped, and attack 
the fadlory. Mr. Ellis, whofe animofi- 
ty againft the Nabob, and wifhes for a 
rupture, made him give eafy credit toe very 
fuch report, fpread their intelligence 
without delay ; we were informed of it 
by the Chief and Council at Patna, in 
their letter of the 15th, and of their 
own refolution in that cafe, to polTefs 
themfelves of the city. This I now dai- 
ly expedted to hear of, for I but too 
plainly faw, that Mr. Ellis fought only 
Da a pre- 
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a pretence to commence open hoftilities } 
but the prefent occafion was happily re- 
moved by the Nabob’s prudence, in pro- 
ceeding diredlly to Mongheer, where he 
arrived loon after. 

The letters from Mr. Ellis and the 
Council of Patna, and thofe from the 
Nabob, upon the above tranfa<ftions, tho* 
little differing in the relation of the plain 
matters of fadt, I lhall notwithllanding 
infert, as they contain the moft evident 
marks of the difpolition of each at this 
time. 

Copy f a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
■cil at Patna to the Governor and Coun^ 
cil. Dated yizxiPei by 1763. 

** r ^ enclofe you tranllate of 

W a letter from the Company’s 
gomaftah at Mow, which will give you 
a pretty juft idea of what lengths the 
Nabob intended proceeding to, and how 
greatly he would have diftrclled our af- 
fairs, had he not been timely checked. 

EAi^LY this morning we detached three 
companies of feepoys to Mow, under 

the 



TranJhSfions in Bengal. 37 

the command of lieutenant Downie, with 
orders to clear the Company’s bufinefs 
in that diftri^t, and feize all thofe who 
have interrupted it, agreeable to your 
dire< 5 tions. We beg your further orders 
with regard to pun idling them, and can- 
not help obferving, how neceflary it is 
that fome examples Ihould be made, in 
order to put an efFe<Stual flop to this 
growing evil. 

The Nabob marched two days ago 
from Jaffier Cawn’s garden, and is now 
encamped near Futtuah.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 

Governor. Dated ^ 2 LVch. 5, 1763. 

“ J Have had the pleafure duly to re- 
ceive three of your favors, dated 
the 7th and 8th of Shaaban, and under- 
ftand the particulars mentioned in them. 

At a time when this government was 
loaded with a balance of revenues due to 
the King, the arrears of the troops, and 
debts owing to the Englifli, I marched 
out of Bengal, and repaired to the ex- 
tremity of the province of Bahar, in or- 

3 der 
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der to fettle thefe matters. That coun- 
try being thus left without a ruler, every 
village and diftric^t became ruined by the 
oppreffions of the Englifh agents and go- 
mailahs, an entire Hop was put to col- 
lecting the revenues, and the merchants, 
and the poor, and all my officers, and 
muttafeddees of the public and private 
receipts of cuftom, were diftrefled, and 
deprived of their daily bread j and I am 
a fufferer in the revenues due to my ad- 
miniflration, by near a krore of rupees. 
I have in the rnean while made continual 
complaints and reprefentations of this 
injultice, and informed you particularly 
and circumflantially of all matters : ne- 
verthelefs you have been pleafed to ob- 
ferve, that my officers are to blame. 

When you favoured me with a vifit 
at Mongheer, I laid before you all my 
concerns. You were very earneft in fet- 
tling all difputes between my goverment, 
and the Englifh Company and gentlemen, 
and their gomaffahs : and you in fbme 
meafure comforted me, and pferfuaded 
me, that ** from that time bufincfs would 

** be 
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** be carried oninaproper manner, and my 
“ government neither injured, oppreffcd, 
“ or damaged.”Afterwards,on your return 
to Calcutta, contrary to your agreement 
with me, you detached forces, to carry 
on the bufinefs of the Company and Eng- 
lifh gentlemen by compullion, and to 
beat and chaflife my officers if they of- 
fered to Ipeak a word. For thefe three 
years I have not got a Angle rupee, nor 
a thoufand rupees ; nor one piece, nor ten 
pieces of cloth ; nor a bundle of broad 
cloth, nor ten bundles; nor a pair of feif- 
fars, nor lb much as aclalp knife, from the 
Engliffi gentlemen, or their gomaftahs ; 
at the fame time, they have by violence 
levied fines and penalties, and fums for 
lolTes in their trade, on my oflicers, and 
Hill continue to levy them ; and if any of 
my officers refufes to fubmit to this, they 
pour a ftorm of complaints on his head. 

Lately you have repeatedly ordered 
me, ** to let the bufinefs of the Com- 
** pany, and the Englilh gentlemen, and 
** their gomaftahs, go on as was cufto- 
** mary heretofore in the different parts 
of the provinces of Bengal and Bahar j 
D 4 to 
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“ to fuffer the money and bullion of 
your fadtories to be coined into ficcas 
** in my mints j and to have the wicket 
and intrenchment in the city of Patna 
** opened.” I not having it in my power 
to refufe, have given you the free ufe of 
my mint, and directed the wicket to be 
opened, and a ftop to be put to colledt- 
ing cuftoms upon traffick in the com- 
modities of my country, from all mer- 
chants, pykars, and dilolls, in the pro- 
vinces of Bahar and Bengal \ and I have 
had all gauts and chokeys, both in the 
city and country round about, entirely 
removed. 

All thefe my Ioffes, are owing en- 
tirely to the favor and indulgence of the 
Council i becaufe that my being like the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier indebted to his Ma- 
jefty, and embarraffed by my troops, and 
reduced to his fituation, is what they ap- 
prove of. However, I can never approve 
of my people and merchants being dif- 
treffed, my country opprefled, myfelf 
defpilSd, and Aibjefted to daily inful ts, 
arid rrty officers and fervants ill treated. 

. I have therefore chofen to give up all 

thofe 



Tfan/oBions in Bengal. 41 

thofe points to you. Now I am in ex- 
pedlation of your anfwer, to inform me 
if my life is fafe ; or if there is any 
thing elfe to be done ?’* 

From the Nabob to the Governor, dated 
March 5, 1763. 

Y our friendly letter, dated the 
8 th of Shaaban, is arrived, and 
I am happy with the news of your welfare. 

You write, that the opinion of the 
Council is as follows. They are all ve- 
** ry delirous of alEfting and fupporting 
me in my government, but cannot 
** bear with patience, that my officers 
Ihould impede or damage their com- 
** merce y that the report of your fetting 
up another Nabob is the weak inlinu- 
** ation of deligning men ; that the re- 
“ folution of the Board is, to make fitch 
** an agreement in purfuance of the royal 
** Firmaun^ and the -rules of equity^ as 
may leave no room for difpute in fit- 
ture, between my officers and their 
« gomaftahs;” How 6a!n I bring my- 
iclf firmly to credit this^. fittcev Mr.* Ellis 

is 
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is one of the Council, who, for thefe two 
years pail, has been endeavoring all in 
his power to hurt my affairs, and make 
me appear little in the eyes of the world; 
nay, is at this time taking pains daily to 
involve me in trouble, parading his com- 
panies of feepoys to provoke me ; and o- 
mitting no opportunity of depreciating 
me both in this my own country, and to 
Shuja-ul Dowla, and other great men at 
court, fending all whatever he can de- 
vife to my diferedit, by means of Shitab- 
roy to Shuja-ul Dowla, &c. and faying 
alfo whatever comes uppermoft in his 
mind to my prejudice in public aflemblies? 

In regard to what you write concern- 
ing the royal Firmaun, and your having 
in view the preparation of another trea- 
ty ; when you favored me with your com- 
pany at Mongheer, I told your frequent- 
ly, that ** the power of your people was 
** great, but I had little to oppofe it. I 
“ defired you to confider, nor entertain 
** the notion, that any agreement would 
“ be binding with people accuflomed tb 
“ a£ts of oppreflion.” is not this an in- 

Ilance 
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fiance of oppreffion, that the falt-petre 
farms* which I have allowed uiito you 
gentlemen, upon the produce of which 
you ufed to pay formerly three, and three 
and half rupees maund, you now for- 
cibly hold at one and three-fourth of a ru- 
pee, plundering and injuring my people ? 
In this manner my country is to go to ruin, 
and I may not utter a word. Befides all 
this, you write, that it is my own offi- 
cers who create thefe difturbances, ex-, 
ercife oppreffion, and injure the falt-pe- 
tre farm. This being the cafe, how can 
any treaty fland good between us ? And 
how can it take effe<ft, if fuch oppreffion 
continues ? Befides, as you havedifpatch- 
ed the Company’s troops to chaflife my 
officers, if they but murmur at thefe e- 
vils, why need you trouble yourfelves to 
make any other treaty ? In my fervice, 
there is not one who can prejudice me 
againft you in any affair. Under you 
there is Mr. Ellis, who fails not to pre- 
judice you with evil infinuations againft 
me, as you muft fee and be fenfible, 
tho’ you connive at it, and fay nothing on 

the 
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the fubjed j but you are pleafed to think 
(Idonotknow upon what grounds) that I 
have evil-minded people in my fervice. 

I AM at lofs how to adt under thefe 
cenfures, and mull own myfelf infuffi- 
cient, if regulations of this nature take 
place. Be pleafed, therefore, to fet me 
free from theuneafineffes of luchanadmi- 
niftration ; and fet up a perfon for con- 
ducting it, whom the Council may bet- 
ter approve. 

Full well I know, that they will 
both condemn me, and injure your good 
name, and bring this about at laft. Why 
do they wait for a charge againft me ? It 
is not the part of honeft men,- to bring 
an unjuft charge againft any one, with a 
view to compafs other deligns j it is 
better that you do it at this time.” 

Co^ of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Patna, to the Governor and 
Council. March 1 2, 1763. 

** /’T^HE following is an extraCl of a 
A letter, from lieutenant Downie 
to the Chief, received laft night. “ I 

« have 



TranfaSiions w Bengal. 45 

** have the pleafure to acquaint you, that 
** I have juft now feized Meer Acbur 
** Alice, whom I .(hall fend to you ; I 
have likewife taken polTeflion of the 
** falt -petre he feized from the Compa- 
** ny, and that which he collected from 
his perganah, and fliall have it carri- 
** ed to Mow as foon as poflible. I will 
“ now proceed to Durbunghy, to catch 
** the other oppofer of the Company’s 
“ trade.” 

Meer Acbur Ali^ee arrived here 
about noon, under the charge of a fu- 
bahdar, and 50 feepoys ; we have called 
him before us, and the excufe he makes 
for his violent proceedings, is, that he 
was fetting up to a<ft as the Company's 
gomaftah. We again repeat our requeft, 
that you will favor us with your orders, 
what we are to do with this man, or any 
other, who may ad in the like manner/* 

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna to the Governor and Coiin-< 
cil. Dated March 1^, ^7^3* ' v 

** TXTE acquainted you the ijzth, 
W that lieutenant Downie had 

made 
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made. Meer Acbur Alice a prifoner, and 
taken polTeffion of the Conipany’s petre 
at Taajepoor, where he left it in charge 
of a havaldar, a naick, and twelve fee- 
poys, till it fliould be removed to the 
factory at Mow. This party was at- 
tacked by a body of 500 horfe, fent for 
that purpofe from the Nabob’s camp, by 
whom four of them have been killed, 
three wounded, and the remainder, with 
the Company’s gomaftah, carried pri- 
foners to the Nabob. The Nabob has 
halted at Ponarac, and we have intelli- 
gence, that he propofes returning here 
to attack us. Should he carry his threats 
into execution, we fliall immediately pof- 
lefs ourfelves of the city, as the moft 
effectual means of rendering his evil de- 
ligns abortive." 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated M^rch. ii, 1763. 

** OUR two favors are arrived, and 
have rejoiced me. You write, 
« that Mr. Middleton, who refides at 
“ Luckypoor, wrote a letter to you, and 

“ the 



7 ranfa£iions w Bengal. 47 

the reft of the Council ; that you have 
“ fent me a tranflation thereof, with 
** copies of the letters which Aca Ma- 
.** homed Nizam, and Syed fi^iddulCawn 
** wrote to the faid gentleman, and o- 
** thers. That Golam HolTein. is a 
“ moonlhee of the Company’s factory, 
“ and Mahomed Gazy, collecftorof the 
** Company’s taalook, annexed to Lucky- 
** poorj that now Mahomed Alice wants 
“ to plunder the officers aforefaid, and 
** feize their perfdns j that it has been 
** always an eftabliffied rule, that the 
“ fervants of the Company remain at 
** the diipofal, and in the pollcffion 
** of the Company ; and Mahomed Al- 
“ lee Beg wants to break through it ; 
** that the faid taalook has been in the 
“ poffcffion of the Company, from the 

time of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn. 

Moreover, that Cootub Aalum, my 
“ officer at Rajemahl, wrote a letter to 
“ Mr. George Gray, a copy of which 
“ you have alfo fent; that he, in like 
** manner, wants to feize upon the Com- 
** pany’s taalook, and to remove the ba- 
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** zar of the fa<9:ory ; that you have 
fent me a copy of the letter you wrote 
** to him ; that you are deiirous of a ftop 
“ being put to thefe difputes; and that, 
“ the bufinefs of both our governments 
“ may be carried on in a proper man- 
“ nerj but it is daily difturbed by the 
** villainous proceedings of my officers, 
“ particularly Mahomed Alice Beg ; 
** further, that Syed Jelaul Bocary flops 
** yourboats laden with fait, and demands 
“ extraordinary duties upon them.” 

The tranflated copies of Mr. Middle- 
ton’s letters are arrived, and I fully un- 
derlland the purport of them. 

S I N c E all this wrangling on the part 
of the gentlemen has arifen on account' 
of duties, I have, for that reafon, put a 
flop to the collecting of duties, and cuf- 
toms, in all diflriCts of the provinces, 
fubyeCt to me, as well as to coining of 
money in all my mints ; I have allb had 
the wicket in Patna opened, as I before 
wrote for your information. Now that 
youarepleafed to write complaints againfl 
Mahomed Alice Beg, 1 have removed 

him 
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him from Dacca, and fent for him hi- 
ther ; fo you may chufe whom you will, 
amongft the Europeans, to take the ma- 
nagement of Dacca. Although Maho- 
med Alice Beg has neither plundered any 
one, nor placed guards upon the houfc 
of one individual j yet to put an end to 
all the blame which you heap upon me, 

I have fent for him hither. But Ellis is 
he who has twice committed thefe dif- 
turbances, and not long fince placed a 
guard upon my own dwelling, I mean 
the fort of Mongheer j and, at this ve- 
ry time, has detached three companies 
of feepoys, and two pieces of cannon, 
with intent to feizc my officers, and has 
adlually furrounded the fort of Taaje- 
poor. I know not the reafon of all thefe 
inful ts from the faid Ellis, nor will 1 
put up with fuch violent proceedhigs 
from him, wherefore I have written as 
much for your information.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to t Joy 
Governor. J^larch 14, 1763, , 

TT has been owing folely to the 
friendfhip and regard which I bear ' 
VoL. III. E to 
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to you, that I have hitherto conflantly 
born in my mind, the marks of your fa- 
vor ; and, for the friendfliip and kind- 
nefs \vhi^ you have ihewn to me, I 
have put up with every thing until now, 
that my patience is quite exhaufted. 
Whatever is to be done, do you. Sir, do 
it yourfelfj why fhould you caufe my ati- 
thority to be infulted, ahd my honor in- 
jured, by your fervants, and people of 
low character ? One rtian may eaiily con- 
tinue in friendfhip to one man ; but 
to be dependent upon ten people, is be- 
yond the power of man. 

I HAVE, iq no wife, been deficient in 
the obfervance of the treaties Which you 
made with me, but, from the beginning, 
have fcirupuloufly complied with all my 
agreements. 

At this time, that you have been 
ipjeafed to write to me to keep open the 
\yicket, and entrenchment in the ci- 
ty of Patna, anf||-for trade to go on as 
ufual, I paid all due re£pe<3: to your let- 
ter, and immediately complied with its 
contents. I had fent for Mahomed Alice 
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Beg from Dacca, and I was on my way 
from Patna towards Rajemahl, and had 
reached Barr, when Mr. Ellis fent three 
companies of feepoys, with two guns, 
in order to furround my fortrefs of Taa- 
jepoor, befides other companies towards 
Durbunga, Mow, Teegra, Sircar Sarum, 
Tekarry, and other diftrifts in different 
parts of the province, by which my af- 
fairs have been fo much hurt, that an 
entire flop is put to the colledlion of my 
revenues. 

I KNEW not in what light to confider 
all thefe difturbances, plunderings and 
ravages ; fb, upon information of this 
news, I difpatched Mahomed Ameen 
Cawn, one of my jemmatdars, towards 
Taajepoor, that he might enquire par- 
ticularly, and bring me intelligence of 
the caufe of fo much difbrder. He had 
not reached the place, before the com- 
panies above-mentioned had taken hold 
of Aebur Allee, Naiivof Sheer Zaman, 
my aumil at Taajepoor, and carried 
him away to Patna. My jemmatdar 
wrote me thefe particulars ; in anfwer to 
E 2 which. 
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which, I fent him orders to bring your 
gomailah, refidingat the factory of Taaje- 
poor to me, that I might enquire of him, 
why my aumil had been feized and car- 
carried away. 

When Mahomed Ameen Cawndrew 
high to the factory, your feepoys there, 
by order of the gomaftah, fired upon him 
without challenging him. My jemmat- 
dar, having no other refource, made ufe 
of the force that he had, feized your go- 
maftab, and brought him to me. I ex- 
.amined into this affair in the beft man- 
ner, and then difmiffed your gomaflah. 

I found from him, that my aumil was 
by no means in fault ; but Ellis, having 
fixed the blame of all thefe tumults and 
diforders upon my aumils, under pre- 
tence of the falt-petre, merely from his 
‘ own hatred to me, and violence of tem- 
per, has created thefe difturbances, and 
perfeveres in them. You wrote me here- 
tofore, that by keeping the wicket in 
the city of Patna fhut, a report would 
in all probability, prevail amongfl the 
people, that the Company and 1 were 

at 
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at variance. Ellis for two years paft has' 
been making all thefe difturbances, in 
order to demean me, and injure my af- 
fairs. Ought I not to be informed, how 
I am to confider thefe proceedings, and 
what is the reafon of them ? You are my 
friend, bound to free me from all thefe 
infults, which I never can bear with. 
Since the faid gentleman has proceeded 
to adts of violence againft my officers, 
Should my officers, for the fake of their 
characters, ftand upon the defenfive, you 
are not to reproach me with it j but if 
you are inclined to allow of Mr. Ellis’s 
actions, you will do well to give the 
country to him, that you and I may be 
freed from the vexations of it ; for I am 
convinced, that the Council will not put 
an end to thefe difputes- 

I HAVE halted here at Barr two days, 
on account of this affair 5 to-morrow I 
fhall march towards Mongheer. 

Copy of a Lietter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. March 15, 1763'. 

** T Have been favored with your let- 
A ter, together with copies of a per- 
E 3 wannah 
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wannah to Mahomed AlleeBeg» and other 
papers. You write, “that Mr. Senior paid 
“ the duties upon40oomaunds of faltatthe 
“ Shahbunder, tookapafs, anddifpatched 
his fait ; but Syed Jelaul Bocary ftop- 
“ ped it, and required a further duty up- 
“ on it. That at Rungpoor, a duty is de- 
** manded upon all kinds of goods; upon 
“ which account, the bufinefs of the 
** Englifli gentlemen, and their gomaf- 
** tahs, is entirely flopped. That at 
** Shewgungc, belonging to Dinagepoor, 
** Ramnaut, my Naib there, has col- 
“ le<Jl:ed money, under pretence of a tax, 
** for the fupport of poor and indigent 
“ people. That Roy Mohunloll, aumil 
** of Bahar, demands a duty upon opi- 
** um. That as your gomaflahs, about 
** Rangamettee, are diflrelTed through 
“ a fcarcity of provifions, you have lent 
“ fome fecpoys tliither, to bring Syed 
“ Jelaul Bocary to you." 

From the beginning to this time I 
have looked upon myfelf as obliged to 
you ; and have affented to every thing 
you cither fpoko^ wrote, or negotiated 

with 
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wUh nae, upon any whatever. I 
have to preferve the friendihip between 
^s, put an entire flop to the collection 
of all kinds of duties, apd cuftoms upon 
merchandise, as well inland as foreign, 
both from you and the reft of the Eng- 
lifti gentlemen ; and all other people both 
great and fmall ; nay, tho’ it was plain- 
ly to the detriment of my affairs, yet to 
avoid all difputes between your govern-, 
ment and mine, I hsve fhut up all my 
mints ; and I have likewife fent for Ma- 
homed Alice Beg from Dacca. Now 
you will pleafe to confider if you have 
fpoken, or written to me, upon any other 
matter> that f have not complied with. 

NoTWITHSTAND^^^G all this that I 
have done to preferve yoiir efteem, and 
although you have ejtpreffed the fapcereft 
friendfhip, and regard for me, yet your 
fending feepoys to feize my officers and 
bring them to you, will convince all 
mankind, what folid foundation the 
friendfhip and Ipve between US is built 
upon. Thefe kinds of reports piay be 

' .i . . jCuitabld 

. ’y 
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fuitable to your intentions, but they 
are by no means agreeable to mine. 

I TOLD you face to face, and have 
written again and again to you, that on 
account of the difference of difpofition, 
betwixt me and the Englifh gentlemen 5 
I looked upon myfelf as infufficient for 
this employment ; accordingly, it were 
much better, that in the fame manner 
as they gave it once to me, they now de- 
liver it over to whomfoever they may 
think proper. 

I T is very far from the character be- 
coming you, to write me letters breath- 
ing nothing but friendfhip ; and, at the 
fame time, to give ear to the unjuft 
reports of your own people, and take 
fteps towards a rupture. 

I F you are willing to fhew yourfelf a 
friend, immediately order back Syed 
Jelaul Bocary, to his own diftridt j .and 
break not up the foundation of our 
friendfhip i in doing which, by the by, 
you are not backward j lince, I think 
there is no great favor in fending your 
feepoys againft officers, and in writ- 
ing 
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ing to me on fuch fubje^s. If you are 
ftill refolved to make ufe of forces, do 
not write to me, for I will not return 
you an anlwer upon fuch matters. 

In the Nabob’ j vwn Hand, 

Such difturbances as the Englifli have 
fet on foot, were never known in any 
government, till the time of Meer Ma^ 
homed Jaffier Cawn ; that they ihould 
fend feepoys and feize the officers of the 
goverment, and carry them away j at 
the fame time, that the Nazim was look- 
ing on, without taking notice of it. All 
my forbearance has been owing entirely 
to the friendffiip between you and me. 
If the Englifli gomallahs will carry 
on their trade, according to the cuftom 
pradifed by other merchants, it is well. 
If not, I have no refource, but to make 
ufe, as you do, of expreffions tending 
to dilTolve our friendfliip. My reputa- 
tion and honor are dearer to me than 
life. If you are inclined to let friendfliip 
fublifl between us, you ought to lay a- 
fide thefe diflurbances and altercations^ 
which mufl: produce a rupturo; and if 

you 
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you ape inclined to break with me, let 
me know it immediately, that I may have 
nothing further to do with thcfe things, 
for I can bear them no longer.” 

The Nabob’s letters of the nth, 14th, 
and 1 5th of March, having been read in 
Council, the 24th, it was reiblved, that 
the following anfwer Ihould be wrote 
him by me as Prcfident. 

Qopy of the Letter to the Nabob. 

March 24, 1763. 

** T Have received your letters of the 
1 ith, 14th, and 15 th inftant. With 
regard to the interruptions of our trade, 
and the difputes which have happened 
between the dependents of your go- 
vernment and ours } our original orders 
were to apply to you, and your officers, 
for redrefs, on any occafion of complaint 
on our part ; but this was fo often done 
whhout effiedl, that finding the inter- 
ruptions and difturbances daily increafe, 
infomuch that our bufinefs was, in mofl: 
parts, put an cntive flop to ; we had no 

remedy 
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remedy left to make ufc of, but that of 
force, to free our bulinefs ; and there- 
fore, difagreeable as it was to us, we 
were obliged to give fuch orders to all 
the faftories, of which you have been be- 
fore duly advifed. 

What Mr. Ellis has done in the* 
Patna province, for clearing the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, was agreeable to the faid 
orders, fent him by the Board ; and I 
muft here particularly obferve, with ref- 
pea to that gentleman’s not applying to 
you for redrefs on any occafion, that you 
have abfolutely put it out of his power, 
by declaring, that you would not anfwer 
any of his letters, and having really left 
ttnanfwered four which he aflually wrote 
you. 

I' D o not find that you have yet given 
orders to any of your officers to forbear 
from obflrufting our bufinefs, as they 
ftill continue to do it, to the utmoft of 
their power, excepting in thofe places 
'ivhere our troops are adually ftationed 
for its proteaion ; when you have given 
fuch orders as (hall put an end to thole 

obllruc- 
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obftru6lions, we, on our part, will not 
interfere with your officers, or the affairs 
of your government. 

I HAVE wrote you before of our re- 
folutions and demands, and now I again 
acquaint you, that we (hall infift upon 
a compliance with them in every point. 
Myfelf, as well as the Council, are hear- 
tily refblved to fupport you in your go- 
vernment, and all its rights ; but if you 
oppofe our people in the execution of 
orders, which we have authorized, and 
with which you have been acquainted, 
we fhall look upon fuch a condu(9: as an 
open declaration of war; but to fhew 
you our earneft (^^fire to prevent fuch 
an event, we continue in our refolution 
to fend to you Mr. Amyatt (who will be 
accompanied by Mr. Hay) for the pur- 
pofe we have before wrote you, as foon 
as we fhall receive your anfwer to that 
letter. 

I M u s T in this letter take notice of 
two particular phrafes, that you make 
ufe of, fervants zndi men of huo charaEler. 
l am very unwilling to fuppofe you could. 
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by fuch unbecoming expreffions, mean 
the gentlemen of Council i but they with 
me infill upon an explanation, as we 
will by no iheans fuffer ourfelves to be 
treated with difrelj)e£l.’* 

In my letter to the Board from Mong- 
heer, which contained the regulations 
made with the Nabob, I mentioned a 
refolution exprelTed by him, to abolilli 
ail duties whatever in his dominions, to 
avoid the daily difputes between our peo- 
ple and his officers, who colled:ed them. 
This he now actually put in execution, 
as appears by Ibme of the foregoing let- 
ters. It was known at Calcutta by pri- 
vate advices, before the receipt of thofe 
letters, and became the fubjedl of a frelh 
difpute, which was opened by Mr. John- 
Hone in confultation, the 22d of March. 
As all the arguments on this fubjedl are 
fully ftated in the minutes entered upon 
it, by the feveral members of the Board, 
I lhall only enter thole niinutes, adding, 
that it was relblved upon, by a great ma- 
jority, that this exemption was a breach 

of 
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of the Company’s privileges j and that 
the Nabob ihould .be pofitively required 
to recall it ; and colle<% duties as ^fore 
from the country merchants, and all o- 
ther perfons who had not the protcflion 
of the Company’s duftuck. 

Mr. Johnftooe’i Minute. 

N o public advices having been yet 
received from the Chief and Council at 
Patna ; and the inilruftions for Mef. A- 
myatt and Hay being now lying for con- 
sideration } Mr. Johnftone begs leave to 
deliver in copies of funnuds, ilTued at 
Patna, &c. by the Nabob, received in 
private letters, ordering an exemption 
to all merchants from duties of every, 
kind on their trade for two years. As 
this proceeding appears deftrudtive to 
the Company ’s royal privileges and rights, 
Mr. Johnftone thinks it merits the con- 
fideration of the Board, to concert mea- 
iiires to prevent this injurious attempt of 
the Nabob, which he conceives beyond 
his authority as a Subah, raifed and fup- 
pprted by us, without any revocation of 
pur grants, by the King himfelf ; and 

that 



^ rat^aBions in Benoal, 63 

that we neither e»n, nor ought to ad- 
mit of it, confidently with the truft re- 
|>ofed in us by the Company, while they 
have placed the means of fupportimg 
their rights in our hands. 

Mr, Watts’.f Opinion, 

** Me. Watts is of opinion, that the 
Nabob’s taking oifF duties on all goods, 
muft be highly detrimental to the Com- 
pany’s trade j that it is a dep he, as Su- 
bah of Bengal, has no authority to do 
without permiffion from the Mogul ; and 
as the Mogul has always deemed the 
Englifii, in a much fuperior light to the 
Nabob, he thinks it is incumbent on 
them to infill, that the duties be col- 
lefted from other merchants as formerly, 
otherwife our privileges, granted to us 
by the Firmaun, &c. will be entirely 
overfet.” 

Mr. Marriott’^ Opinion. 

** Mr. Marriott thinks, that the 
Nabob, in ilTuing out the late perwannah 
•to take off duties from all trade, has 
aided quite contrary to the Company’s 
interell } and mud, if not put a dop to, 

prevent 
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prevent our procuring the ufual inveft- 
ment, as the goods in confe<juence will 
be dearer, the quantity fmaller, and the 
quality much inferior. 

That this order appears to have been 
done with a dehgn to prejudice the Eng- 
lifh affairs in this country as much as pof- 
lible, as the rights and privileges we hold 
over other European nations; and the 
natives of this country, are now become 
void, and what has coft the Company 
fo great an expence of blood and trea- 
fure, is now rendered of no lignification. 

That the making our Firmaun pri- 
vilege of no effect, which he has done by 
this order; is the fame as if he had en- 
tirely prevented us trading with a Com- 
pany’s dufluck, and demanded duties as 
he has lately done. 

That we ought, at all rates, to infill 
on his recalling thefe orders, and Ihould 
he refufe, look upon it as a downright 
declaration againft the Company’s in- 
terell, and a<3: with him as an infringer 
of our rights,” , : 


Mr, 
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Mr. Hay's Opinion. 

It appears to Mr. Hay, that the Na- 
bob’s remitting the duties on the whole 
trade of thefe provinces for two years, is 
done with no other defign, than to pre- 
judice the affairs of the Englifh, and ren- 
der of as little ufe as poffible, the pri- 
vileges they enjoy by the grants they are 
polTeffed of 3 and that this ftep has been 
pointed out to him by the Armenians, or 
fome others, whofe intereft it is, that the 
Englifh fhould be loaded with that, more 
than double cuflom of nine per cent, in 
hopes that the Company, within the 
fpace of two years, may, from an 
apprehenfion of their own trade being 
hurt, order that this extravagant duty 
fhould be paid, or that the inland trade 
fhould not be carried on by their fer- 
vants. The Nabob will be no lofer by 
this meafure, for he will undoubtedly, 
at the end of the two years, make the 
merchants anfwerable to him for the du- 
ties on the goods, in which they trade 
in the interim. This is the beginning 
of a game that will, no doubt, if a flop 
VoL. III. F is 
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is not put to it, be continually played 
to the difadvantage of the Englilh Com- 
pany. Mr. Hay is therefore of opinion, 
that it ihould be made known to the 
Nabob, that we look on this meafure as 
deligned to prejudice the Company’s af- 
fairs ; and that we will not quietly fee 
him proceed in meafures, that can an- 
fwer no other purpofe than the overfet- 
ting qur privileges. 

Mr. Johnftone’j Opinion. 

I ENTIRELY agree with Mr. Hay’s 
opinion. I have heard it ur^ed, that 
the Nabob is mafter in his territories, and 
may therefore remit to his fubjedts any 
advantage accruing to his revenues, by 
duties collected in the country. To me 
it appears quite otherwife, nor can I con- 
ceive that the Nabob, whom we have 
raifed to the Subahfhip, and have hither- 
to fupported him in it by force of arms, 
in oppofition to the King, can ever have 
thereby acquired a^ right to undermine, 
and entirely ruin, the rights and advan- 
tages, the Company, at an immenfe ex- 
peHce, obtained by grants from the fo- 

vcreign 
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vercign of the kingdom^ or by treaties 
with the foregoing Subahs j all which 
this man has bound himfelf to maintain, 
and confirm to us in their fulleft extent. 
Had fuch an attempt been made by Jaf- 
fier Allee Cawn, or Serajah Dowla, to 
render of no ufe and eiFe<ft, the lingular 
advantage our nation enjoyed, by the 
privilege of carrying on their trade un- 
der the dufluck ; furely, every one muft 
have confidered fuch proceedings as the 
plaineft declaration of their enmity, ill- 
will, and fixed refblution to ruin oux 
trade, fuperiority, and influence through 
the country, by reducing us on a foot- 
ing with all other European or foreign 
traders, and even with the very Bengal 
inhabitants. I imagine, that no power 
*we have been pleafed to inveft this Na- 
bob with, can ever authorize him to take 
fuch a ftep, to the prejudice of the Com- 
pany, or juftify us to our employers, to 
permit it to take place. Nothing lefs 
than an order from the King at Delly, 
could claim our regard in this point ; 
and even that I believe the Company 
F 2 would 
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would expe^l: we Ihould not comply with, 
till we had ufed every method in our 
power, for the prelervation of their 
rights and immunities. The Nabob, af- 
ter repeated attempts to burthen us with 
the exorbitant duty of nine per cent, on 
articles of our exports, as well as inland 
trade ; on finding the Board refolved to 
oppofc it, and fupport the duftuck in its 
full extent, has now recourfe to an ex- 
emption from all duties to other mer- 
chants, to invalidate our proceedings, in 
oppofition to the late regulations j but 
he may, with as great propriety, in re- 
gard to us, infill: on the one as the other j 
and our time and arguments will leem to 
have been employed to very little pur- 
pofe indeed, if we allow him to elude 
them, and baffle us by fuch a proceed- 
ing. Nor can I imagine the neceffity 
of Mef. Amyatt and Hay, now pro- 
ceeding to explain our refolutions, and 
the extent of our privileges, while they 
are thus rendered of no effedt ; till that 
demand therefore be revoked, by a pre- 
vious applicatiSii of the Board, any de- 
putation 
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putation to him would appear to me ra- 
ther hurtful than beneficial. 

Mr. CartierV Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier efteems the copy of a 
funnud, from Cofllm Allee Cawn, to 
the Naib of Patna, directing him to lay 
open the trade of the country to the 
natives, &c. for the {pace of two years, 
free of all duties and taxes, purpofely 
done to render void, and counteract thofe 
regulations we have been deliberating 
Bpon, for thefe laft two months, for the 
better eftablifliment of our particular pri- 
vileges, and to fet proper boundaries to 
our own, as well as the Nabob’s power. 
That this grant will very materially af- 
fedt the Honorable Company’s inveft- 
ment in every branch, not only in point 
of price, but the amount of their order ; 
that the former will be greatly inhan- 
ced, as the latter proportionably decrea- 
fed, from the fwarm of purchafers this 
indulgence muft neceffarily produce; and 
that the Honorable Company’s particular 
privileges and grants, derived to. them 
from the authority of the great Mogul, 
F 3 will 
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will be rendered invalid, and of no con- 
fequence by this ftep ; that we are ftrong- 
ly interefted, from every motive of good 
and wife policy, to prevent the fame frqm 
taking effedt, more particularly as its 
taking place would overfet our influence, 
and ruin that diftinguilhing mark of fa- 
vor, received from the Court of Delly. 
That if it be allowed a right inherent 
in the Nabob, to do as he pleafes with 
the revenues of his country, and to Ihew 
all manner of indulgencies to his fub- 
jedts } it will as naturally follow, that it 
becomes neceflary in us, to prevent any 
innovation in his government, that muft 
evidently be attended with bad confe- 
quences to the Honorable Company’s af- 
fairs j he is therefore of opinion, that all 
poffible endeavors fliould be tried to pre- 
vent this funnud from taking effedt ; and 
that the methods neceflary to be applied 
to anfwer this purpofe, merit the confi- 
deration of ;the Board. 

Mr. Billers’j Opinion. 

Mr. Billers. agrees entirely in 6 pi- 
nion with Mr.*^aSTiott. 


Mr. 
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Mr, BatfonV Opinion, 

The Nabob’s giving up the duties on 
all trade in the country, is evidently de- 
iigned to undermine and deftroy the pri- 
vileges, which the Englilh enjoy by the 
King’s Firmaun j and Mr. Batfon thinks, 
that he has been encouraged in this, and 
feveral other fchemes, prejudicial to the 
Englifli, by a fadion of Armenians and 
others, from private and corrupt views, 
and that therefore we (hould take the 
moll efFedlual methods to prevent this 
fcheme from taking place. 

What has been urged by fome gen^ 
tlemen, that the Nabob has a right to 
do what he pleafes in his own country, 
would better become his vackeels, than 
members of this Board. 

Mr. Batson thinks we fliould op- 
pofe, to the utmoft, all his attempts 
gainfl the Englifli interefts. 

Mr, Amyatt’j Opinion. 

Mr. Amyatt coincides in opinion 
with Mcf. Marriott and Hay. 
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7’i6^Prefident’x<7Wikfr.Haftings’j’0^/«w«. 

In our letter to the Board, of the 
15 th of December, from Mongheer, it 
is noticed, that the Nabob had declared 
his refolution to take off all cuftoms, and 
lay trade cntiicly open, in cafe the dif- 
putes between us, concerning the cuf- 
toms on the private inland trade, could 
not be amicably fettled, and we iniiftcd 
on carrying it on free of duties. The 
reafons he gave for this refolution are 
there mentioned, viz. ** That if we 
“ thought our privileges extended fo 
5* far, and would carry on our trade in 
** all articles, ffee of cuftoms, of courfe 
the country merchants could have lit- 
** tie lhare, and the duties proceeding 
** therefrom would be fo inconfidera- 
ble, that he thought it would be 
** more for the advantage of his reve- 
“ nues, to encourage the merchants in 
** general, by an entire abolition of all 
cuftoms, which would remove at 
once the principal caufe of the dif- 
putes between him and us.” We 
added in the faq^e Iptter, that we had dif- 

fuaded 



TranfaBions /« Bengal. 73 

fuaded the Nabob from- this meafure> left 
it Ihould prejudice the Company’s bufi- 
nefs, by enhancing the number of pur- 
chafers, and rendering the duftuck ufe- 
lefs j and mentioned this as an argument, 
why we ought to confent to pay cuftoms 
on our private inland trade, not to rilk 
hurting the Company’s intereft, for ouf 
own particular advantage. 

It has however been determined by 
the majority of the Board, that we (hall 
trade in all articles cuftom-free, as well 
from place to place in the country, in 
commodities produced in the country, as 
in foreign imports and commodities for 
exportation j which refolution being de- 
clared to the Nabob, he on his part has 
determined to take off cuftoms in gene- 
ral, and lay trade entirely open. 

W E cannot think him to blame in this 
proceeding, nor do we fee how he could 
do otherwife. For altho’ it may be for 
our intereft to determine, that we: will 
have all the trade in oiir Hands, that we 
will employ our b'wn jp’ciople to' iAake 
fait, take every article df the produce of 

the 
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tb€f gaviatry off the ground at the firft 
handy and afterwards fend it where we 
pleafe free of cuftoms : we fay, ,tho’ if 
may be for our intereft to make this un-^ 
limited ufe of our force, yet it is not to 
be expedied the Nabob will join with us, 
in endeavoring to deprive every merchant 
of the country of the means of carrying 
on their bulinefs, which mull: undouht^ 
edly foon be the cafe, if they are obliged 
to pay heavy duties, and we trade in every 
article on the footing bcforementioned. 

Neither in our opinion could the 
Nabob in fuch circumftances coHedt e- 
nough to pay the expence of the chokeys 
colleftors, &c. fo that trade would be lia-? 
ble to clogs and interruptions, without 
any benefit to the government. As to the 
Nabob’s rights to lay trade open, it is 
our opinion, that the Nazim of every 
province has a right to do any thing for 
the relief of the merchants trading under 
his protedtion, without waiting an or- 
der froni the Court, 

Brsides, there is at this time no Court 
nor King, nor feas been for fomc years; 

and 
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and therefore the Nazims miift of neceffi- 
ty manage their fcvcral governments, as 
they fliall judge heft for the general good. 

And if either the Nabob SerajahDow- 
la, JafBer Allee Cawn, or Coflim AUee 
Cawn, have a right to give up to us thofc 
duties which their predecelTors received, 
or permit us to trade in articles we were 
before excluded from, of courfc they 
have a right alfo to make regulations in 
favor of trade in general. We there- 
fore think, that all we have to do on this 
occafion is, to take fuch precautions, as 
may prevent this order from prejudicing 
the Company’s inveftments, by feeing 
that the weavers employed in that fer- 
vice are not engaged or taken away by 
other merchants, which is a right we 
have always exercifed ; and this being 
done, we hope the prefent regulation, 
inftead of being a prejudice to the Com- 
pany’s bufinefs, may be an advantage to 
it, as well as to the country in general, 
by rendering the neceffaries of life cheap- 
er, and particularly thofe of the poorer 
lbrt,as rice,fdt,bcetlc-nut, tobacco, &c. 

Opinion 
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Opinion of the Majority. 

I T being the opinion of the Board> 
that the revoking of the abovementioned 
funnud be a point iniifled upon from the 
Nabob. 

Rejolution in Confequence. 

Ao R EE D, That an additional paragraph 
be added accordingly to the inftrutStions 
given to MefT. Amyatt and Hay.’* 

I HAVE before * taken notice of a pro- 
hibition of one of the Nabob’s letters to 
Mahomed Allee, to take any duties from 
goods which had my duiluck, and of 
the advantage which Meflieurs John- 
ftone and Hay took of that expreffion, to 
refledt upon me, as endeavoring to except 
my own trade from the tax levied on that 
of others. When the inftrudtions to 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay came to be de- 
bated before the Board, it was moved in 
a minute of Meff. Johnftone and Hay, 
that they ihould be direfted to enquire, 
whether any private agreement had been 
made between the Nabob and myfelf re- 
Ipefting my own trade. It will be, fuffi- 

cient 

* See pag. 425, in Vol. II. 
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cient on this fubjed to enter their mi- 
nute, and my own anfwcr and obfcrva- 
tions on it. 

ExtraSiof ConfultationofM^vch.z'^, 1763. 

Mejf. Johnftone and Hay’x Minute. 

** ly ^ E S S I EURS Johnftone and Hay 
. J.V X propofe, that it ftiould be made 
an article in the inftrudions to Meff. A- 
myatt and Hay, to inquire of the Nabob 
what, his meaning is, when he fays, that 
Mr. Vanlittart’s own particular gomaftah 
fhall be excufed the duty laid on the 
trade of the Company, from one part of 
the country to the other, in cafe they 
produce Mr. Vanfittart’s public or pri- 
vate duftuck i for as this aftair now ftands 
reprefented, it will appear, that a pri- 
vate agreement has been entered into be- 
tween Mr. Vanfittart and the Nabob, to 
put all that trade into Mr. Vanfittart’s 
hands, which the reft of the Englifh 
were deprived of by the treaty laid be- 
fore the Board j and as the order of the 
Nabob to Mahomed Allee appeared be- 
fore the Board’s difapprobation was known 

to 
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to the Nabob, confequcntly the Compa- 
ny will expe(3: to have it enquired into. 

T^he Prefdent's Minute. 

The Prefident defires it may be mi- 
tiuted, that he is the firft to defire fiich 
anenquiry may be made j and in the mean 
time, that he can refer to the papers he 
delivered into Council the firft of Febru- 
ary laft, to prove that he was the firft to 
give orders to his agents to pay the duties 
agreed on j and to that very letter'* of 
the Nabob's to Mahomed Allee, read in 
confultation the ad of March (from which 
thole gentlemen have taken their obfer- 
vation) to prove, that his bufinefs was 
ftopped as foon as others after the regu- 
lations, not only in his private inland 
trade, on which he agreed to pay nine 
per cent, duties ; but alfb in the cloth 
trade provided for him by ‘a duftuck : 
and it is in dire<9: reference to' this laft 
circumftance that the Nabob fays, ** if 
“ the faid gomaftah has the Company's 
** or the Governor's own duftuck, you 

are 

• Sec the letter ^ol. II. page 427, which is an 
^anfwer to the Governor’s complaint of Ibmc of his 
cloth being ftopped. 
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♦* afe not to impede him.” As a further 
proof, that the Prefidcnt never defired 
any fuch order from die Nalx>b, he lays 
before the Board the following Extract 
of a letter which he wrote to the Nabob 
on the fubjc^ the 6th of March *. He 
concludes with obferving, that as this is 
not the firil inftance of MelT. Johnftone 
and Hay’s endeavouring to icandalize his 
chai:a<%er, there is no room for being 
furprized at it. 

On the 30th of March I received 
two letters from the Nabob, complain- 
ing of the injuries done him by the 
Board, and the infults to which he was 
daily expofed, in very warm and expref- 
five terms j and the next day a letter ar- 
rived from the gentlemen at*Patna, giv- 
ing an account of a ikirmilh between 
fifty of our feepoys, and fome of the Na- 
bob’s people near Gyah. Thofe ktters 
were as follow. 


* See this extract in page 427. in Vol. II. 
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Copy . of a Letter from Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated March 22, 1763. 

** 'VT’OUR agreeable letter, inanfwer 
A to what I wrote you is arrived, 
and I underftandthe contents, viz. ** You 
** laid my two letters before the reft of 
“ the Council, from the perufal of which, 
** it appeared to you, and the whole 
** Board, that notwithftanding all the 
** injury Mahomed Allee Beg, and o- 
** thers, had been the caufe of, yet I am 
** unwilling to examine into it, and con- 
** cern myfelf in the clearing it up ; 
** wherefore, you write me the parti- 
** culars of your refolves as follows. 

** You carefully perufed the Royal 
** Firraaun, &c. from which you un- 
“ derftand, that the Englifli are to trade 
“ with the Company’s duftuck duty-free 
** every where in ports, and alfo in in- 
** land places, by land and by water, 
throughout the provinces of Bengal, 
** £fahar and Oriffa. The approved and 
fteady refolution of the whole Board 
** upon which, is to a<ft agreeably to the 
** Firmauh and g^our funnuds. 


« But 
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** But in examining this matter you 
** obferved, that upon fonie certain ar- 
“ tides, it was cuftomary in fome cer- 
** tain places, to give a certain confi- 
ration j upon tobacco in two places, 
** namely, Dacca and Luckypoor j nei- 
“ ther you, nor the reft of the Council* 
“ are defirous of annulling an eftablifti- 
** ed rule ; and upon fait, you will let 
me have two and a half per cent. 

** Should my officers injure the Eng- 
** lifli gomaftahs, the Englifh gomaftahs 
** are to reprefent their grievances to the 
** chief of a fadlory, which he is to de- 
** termine without favor or affedion. 

** All Ioffes that have arifen to the 
“ gentlemen of Council, through the 
oppreffions of my officers, upon proof, 
“ you lay me under the neceffity of mak- 
** ing good to you ; but until my offi- 
** cers receive orders, that the agree- 
“ ment between you and me is not to 
“ take effeft, they will not refrain from 
** injuftice j I muft therefore return 
“ you the letter of agreement betwixt 
VoL. III. G ** you. 
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** you and me, and write to all my of- 
fleets, that I have returned it.” 
Before this, I fent for Mahomed Al- 
ice Beg, in order to enquire into parti- 
culars. All whatever you may have paid 
him, by Way of cuftom, either in mo- 
ney or merchandize, and can fend me 
his own fealed receipts for, I will make 
him repay in money, and will feverely 
punifli him. 

You, and the reft of the Board, in 
conformity to the Firmaun, hulbul-hoo- 
kums, &c. funnuds, are willing to give 
me fomething upon tobacco, in two 
places, namely, Dacca and Luckypoor, 
and will let me have two and a half per 
cent, upon fait. Why ftiould you take 
upon you fo great a hardfhip ? As I ne- 
ver got any thing by collecting duties, 
and they are a caufe of endlefs difputes 
between us, I have entirely put a ftop to 
collecting cuftoms. 

I AM not ignorant of the nature of 
your Firmaun and Hulbul-hookums. I 
have been twenty or thirty years in Ben- 
gal, and am **perfeCtly acquainted with 

every 
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every article in them. But not to go fo 
far back. In the time of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier, when notwithftanding I 
flood your friend, it was a difficulty to get 
ten or twenty timbers from Chittagong, 
for building your houfes j then what was 
become of your Firmaun and Hiifbul- 
hookums ? And, at prefent, that I am 
Nabob, where are they come from ? 

You are refolved, that the determina- 
tion of all difputes with my officers, fhall 
reft in the power of the chiefs of your 
fadtories. 

The juftice of the chiefs of the fadlo- 
ries is this ; they abufe and beat my offi- 
cers, and carry them away bound. 

With refped: to your writing' me, to 
make good in money the lolTes the gen- 
tlemen have fuftained. In the provinces 
of my government, half is in land rents, 
and half is in cuftoms. You have taken 
half the country, and by your favor, I 
have not reaped fo much as a Angle 
farthing, on account of the cuftoms ; and 
the half of land rents which remains, 
goes to the payment of my feepoys. A- 
G 2 ny 
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ny other perfon, therefore, that you can 
pitch upon, you will agree with, for 
making good your Ioffes. 

You demanded a perwannah to all my 
officers. Copies, both of a perwannah 
and funnud, for exemption of duties, 
W'hich I wrote to every one of my offi- 
cers, are fent incloled to you. If any of 
my officers ffiall adt contrary to my or- 
der, therein fignified, he ffiall be pu- 
niffied. You write me, to fend you 
. back the agreement made between us. 
The only agreement you made with me, 
is a letter you wrote to me, which I 
fend back, agreeable to your diredlions. 
If the former treaty, on which I depend- 
ed, is of no ufe to me, and I have not 
paffed a Angle moment free from trou- 
ble and difpute, will a freffi treaty be of 
ufe to me ? If you write to me for the 
former treaty, it ffiall be alfo fent you.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated M.zxch zzy 1763. 

"VrOUR favor, dated the 25th of 
X Shaahan, is arrived, and I am 

happy 
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happy with the news of your welfare ; 
the copy of Rajah Nobit Roy s letter, 
which was inclofed, I have alfo receiv- 
ed and read. You write me, that it 
is plain from Rajah Nobit Roy’s let- 
ter, that I demand duties upon opium. 

** That your right to trade in this, is 
** founded upon the Royal Firmaun, 

“ Hufbul-hookums, and former fun- 
** nuds, which, with all other rights and 
** privileges, the Englifh are refolved 
Ileadfallly to maintain, nor fuffer any 
infringement. That you will fend me 
“ copies of the Firmaun and funnuds 
by Mr. Amyatt, That I muft write 
“ to all my officers and fougedars, that 
“ trade may be carried on as ufual ; elfe, 
** in cafe of my delaying to do fo, a 
a rupture would happen between me 
and the Englilh.” 

The affair of duties is as follows. 
On account of the oppreffion of the 
Englilh gomaftahs, there has not fo 
much as a fihgle farthing been colledled 
by way of duties. Nay, fo far from it, 
you form collulions with feme of my 
G 3 people. 
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people, and exadt fines from others. 
And many merchants, who ought to 
pay cuftoms, have carried their goods 
duty-free, through your protection. Up- 
on this account, I have entirely given up 
the collection of duties, and removed all 
chokeys wherefoever eftablilhed. For 
why fhould I fubjeCt my character to be 
reproached without caufe, on account of 
duties ? If any one of my people fhall 
infill upon duties, I will feverely punifh 
him. As to what you write, of your 
grounding your ri'ghts upon the Fir- 
maun and former funnuds, I have been 
twenty or thirty years in this country, 
and I am perfectly well acquainted with 
the nature thereof. But you ought to re- 
member, that your gomaftahs, until the 
time of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, 
traded only in fome certain articles. Nay, 
altho’ I flood your friend, you were una- 
ble to provide ten or twenty timbers from 
Chittagong for building j but now, in my 
adminiflration, your gomaftahs make lb 
many difturbances, and are guilty of fb 
great injuries, that I cannot enumerate 

them. 
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them. Judge, therefore, from t hefe cir- 
cumftances, who is the oppreflbr, -and 
who the oppreffed. 

You write, that in cafe of my delay- 
ing to fend orders to my officers, a rup- 
ture muft happen between us. It was 
needlefs for you to write this to me, lince 
before your letter Mr. Ellis never let flip 
any opportunity of bringing about a rup- 
ture, and (hewing his ill-will to me, and 
brought the affairs to this length. Nor 
has he ever omitted any occafion of per- 
plexing my affairs, and difgracing my 
officers. Why need I continue to re- 
peat thefe things to you ? It is the cuftom 
of Europeans, to change their chief every 
three years. As three years of my being 
Nazim are almofl expired, and you have 
never had any pretence, by any devia- 
tion on my part ; therefore, with a view 
to effect a change, and turn me out, you 
have been railing all thefe difputes and al- 
tercations, and have written to your gomaf- 
tahs, to commit difturbances and ravages 
in my country; and have fent troops, 
to beat, bind, confine, and carry- off my 
G 4 officers. 
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officers, expecting that I would accord- 
ingly make fome ilir, and you might be 
furniflied with a pretence againft me.” 

Copy, of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil Patna to theBoardy March23,,i763. 

»‘ .TT 7 ’E have now to acquaint you 
VV with an affair, which will fur- 
ther explain the intentions of the Nabob, 
and Ihew, that they are not merely con- 
fined to the collection of duties on our 
trade. A fubahdar, about the beginning 
of this month, had permiffion to go and 
worlhip at Gyah, and was furnilhed with 
a duftuck from the chief, another from 
Nobit Roy, and a letter from the latter 
tp the fougedar of that place, to prevent 
his meeting any infults< But notwith- 
ffanding this precaution, he was made a 
prifoner : the chief, upon being inform- 
ed of.it, fent hfty feepoys to releafe him, 
and feize . the offender, which they ef- 
fected, hut were the next day furround- 
ed in a hpufe by about 4000 of the Na- 
bob’s , troops front Tikarry . The fubah- 
dar aiked their intentions, andtold themi 
. ■ he 
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he had no orders to moled any perfon. 
The commander replied, it was the Na- 
bob’s orders, to cut every Englifli fce- 
poy to pieces wherever they were found. 
The fubahdar told him, he would not 
fubmit fo tamely. After much alterca- 
tion, the Nabob’s officers agreed to let 
them go, provided they would deliver 
up their arms and cloaths j but this be- 
ing abfolutely refufed by the fubahdar, 
the Nabob’s people began to fire on them; 
and throw combuftibles into the houfe, 
by which a havaldar was killed, and a 
few feepoys wounded. Our people then, 
and not before, returned their fire, and 
defended themfelves till the evening, 
when they marched out of the houfe, 
bringing their wounded with them, and 
arrived here this morning, without any 
further lols. , 

The people, who were the original 
inftruments of this mifchief by feizirig 
the .fiibahdar, elcaped during the fray ; 
and in the prelent fituation bf afiairs, we 
cannot fpare a force fufficient to’chafiize 
their iniblence j but '■^e ddtibt riot' you 
will refent it in fuch a manner, i& ffiall 

deter 
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deter the Nabob and his officers from 
a€ling fo in future. 

' The city is ftill in the fame uproar 
and confufion, and all bufinefs, but that 
of war, at a ftand.” 

When thefe letters * were read at the 
Board, great offence was taken at the 
flyle of the Nabob, which was judged 
to indicate fo ill a difpoiition towards us, 
as to render all hopes of an accommo- 
dation vain j and it was moved by fome, 
that the deputation fhould be fet alide, 
and the army held in readinefs to march i 
but the majority being of opinion, that 
Mr. Amyatt and Hay fhould proceed as 
far as Coffimbuzar, and there wait till 
the Nabob’s affent to the deputation 
fhould authorize them to proceed j it 
was refolved accordingly, that they fhould 

fet 

* At the fame confuttation were read two letters 
of the Nabob, to me and Mr. Amyatt, in anfwer to 
the propofed deputation. Though the fubftance of 
thefe letters is fufficiently noticed in the minutes 
which follow, yet to avoid any mifconftruftion from 
their omifhon, I hav^ wrote to Bengal for the co- 
pies, ajfli they fhall be hereafter inferted. 
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fet out. As the opinions of the Board 
contain the fulleft remarks that can be 
made on the Nabob’s letters, and ferve 
to throw a frefh light on the difpofitions 
of the feveral members, I (hall here in- 
fert them. 

BiXtraSi of Conjiiltation, April i, 176J. 

Mr. Watt’^ Opinion. 

** / I 'HE Nabob’s letters appear to me 
to contain little elfe than evali- 
ons and infolences. His conduct for ma- 
ny months part has been fuch, that there 
is little room left to doubt his intenti- 
ons, which are to diftrefs the Engliih, and 
depreciate their character, power and in- 
terefl: in thele provinces and I am lorry 
to fay, he has almoll accompliflied them. 
It is natural to conclude, that a man 
raifed to the Subahlhip, and fupported 
by them to the utmoll, contrary to the 
inclinations pf the King and great peo- 
ple of the country, ^ would have Ibme 
regard for their intereft, if not fome 
friendlhip for the'Englilh ; but his coh- 
dudt proves the contrary j and the Hep 

he 
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he has purfued in taking off all duties is, 
and will be the greateft detriment to the 
Company and the Englifli. His refufing 
to fee Mr. Amyatt I deem an infult ^ his 
letter bids us defiance ; the preparations 
he is making every where, and the rea- 
dinefs he fiiews to quarrel with us, have 
produced an entire lloppage to trade. 

Mr. Watts is therefore of opinion, 
that a letter be wrote to the Nabob, in- 
fifting on his recalling the orders for not 
levying of duties, and that the trade of 
the country be carried on as formerly ; 
that if he will comply with this, MelT. 
Amyatt and Hay Ihould proceed to him 
to fettle any other points ; but if on the 
contrary, that we do ourfelves juftice, 
and take that fatisfadtion by force for the 
many infults he has put upon us, which 
he refufed to give ; and that orders be 
given for the army to hold themfelves 
in feadinefs to march. 

Mr, Marriott’/ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
the Nabqb’s letters are wrote in a very 
improper and i^deoent fiyle, and that he 

Ihews 
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fliews throughout great diftruft and dif- 
fidence of us ; that notwithftanding he 
thinks, from the Nabob’s a(!^ions and 
letter, particularly thefe laft, we fhould 
be fully juftified in coming to an open 
war with him ; yet a revolution is of fuch 
a nature, and muft be attended with fuch 
bad confequences to our character and 
reputation, if not to oiir intereft, that it 
is the laft thing to be wiflied for. He 
therefore thinks a letter ftiould be wrote 
to the Nabob, informing him, that there 
are a number of articles to be commu- 
nicated to him by MelT. Amyatt arid 
Hay, befides that of duties, for the wel- 
fare and intereft of the Company, and 
his own government. That if he has the 
thoughts of either at heart, he fhould 
aflent to Meff. Amyatt’s and Hay’s com- 
ing upon this occafion. That our troops 
have never aifted, but when his officers 
had dire«ftly ftopped our bufinefs. That 
we once more affure him of our wUling- 
nefs to protect him on all occafibns in 
his juft rights j and that we never had 
. an intention of fetting up a competitor 

againft 
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agalnft him. That without he will allow 
us to remove his fufpicions and jcaloufics 
by an interview, with two of the mem- 
bers of the Board, it will be impolTible 
for us to aft otherwife, than as againll: 
a declared enemy, which we fliall then 
unwillingly be obliged to, for the pre- 
fervation of our rights and privileges. 

That in the mean time Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay, might be requefted to proceed 
up as for as Coflimbuzar, and there wait 
till we receive the Nabob’s anfwerj if 
daat anfwcr fhould not defire an im- 
mediate interview with MelT. Amyatt 
and Hay, or be the lead: evafive, that the 
army fliould march up arid adl againft 
him as an enemy. 

Mr. Hay’j Opinion. 

The Nabob’s conduit for near a 
twelvemonth paft, and particularly his 
method of rcdrelllngour grievances when 
applied to for that purpofe •, and his let- 
ters throughout, which point put the 
fituation in which he thinks we ought 
to be kept, and his notion of the privi- 
leges which we enjey, by grant and trea- 
ty* 
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t)r> fully declare his refolution to 
us no fatisfa£tion for the lodes we have 
fuftained, by the unjuft condu<ft of his 
officers, or to treat with us about thefe 
affairs, or receive the deputation pro- 
pofed by'us, to be fent to him for the 
adjuftment of them. Thefe together 
convince me, was the confequence of a 
rupture, with the Nabob, ever £b doubt- 
ful; that it would be our intereft, and 
the beft meafure that could be purfued, 
immediately to march* againft him, be- 
fore he could do the country much harm, 
or be prepared to perpetrate our ruin, 
which, no doubt he would, were it in 
his power ; and I imagine, by his Jate 
condu(ft, he thinks it is. By comparing 
the condition of his army and ours, I 
think it can hardly be doubted, but a 
war between us muft end in his imme- 
diate ruin, although he ffiould employ 
his whole art for fome months to ftrength- 
en himfelf. 

It is reafonable to think, that any 
other perfon, in the Nabob’s lituation, 
would be jealous of us, as long as we 

continue 
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continue to hold the poiledions we have 
in the country ; and that nothing but 
our having a fufficient force, or reputa- 
tion in the country, ’ can keep them to 
us, Thefe have, in my opinion, both 
been greatly lelTened by a very bad po- 
licy, in making the Nabob too great 5 
for as his power increafes, fo, in compa- 
nion, ours does diminiih. But our re- 
putation has fuffered much more than 
our power, by than means j for by giv- 
ing up to the Nabob thofe that we had 
promifcd to prote<5t j and feeing him, 
without ever making a remonftrance, ru- 
in almoil every perfon in the country, 
that had ever any connexion with the 
Engliih ; and making them promife ne- 
ver to have any, under fevere penalties, 
we have entirely loft that reputation 
which we had, of being perlbns of ho- 
nor, whofe words and promifes might, 
in all cafes, be depended on ; and which 
recwved fuch great and irreparable hurt 
by the laft revolution. This kind of re- 
putation, which we have ib much fuffer- 
ed in, is not only very defirable, but 

highly 
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highly ufeful ; but that kind of reputa- 
tion which -we had, of being mafters of 
the country, when we .pleafed, would 
be equally, if not more ufeful to us, in 
keeping us in polTeflipn of our lands and 
rights, and preventing us from number- 
lefs broils, >vhich % contrary opinion will 
bring on us, and this has equally been 
hurt by our policy j for the people in 
the country can never think, that our 
conduct proceeded from any other caufe, 
than an inability to help ourfelves, or 
a<5t otherwife. 

Having confldered this, and that it 
may be of fervice to our reputation, and 
in feme meafure recover us from the im- 
putation of being unfaithful to our en- 
gagements, to endeavor all in our pow-, 
er (even by delay, which might be of the 
rnoft fatal confequence, was it not for , 
the fuperiority that we have at preient) ^ 
to bring about an adjullment of affairs 
with the Nabob, on fuch terms as have . 
been propofed before ; which, I hope, 
will fufficiently prevent its being though^ 
in the country, that we are altogether , 
VpL. III. H dependent 
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dependent on the Nabob ; I therefore a- 
gree with Mr. Marriott in what he pro- 
pofes to effedt it. 

Mr. JohnftoneV Opinion. 

There is fcarce a man in the pro- 
vince, that ever had any attachment to 
the Englifli, or any connexion or de- 
pendence on them, but has been mark- 
ed out, on that account, and facrificed 
by the Nabob, through his jealoufy and 
hatred to us ; infomuch, that it cannot 
be faid, we have now left us one friend 
in the country, nor any to give us the 
leaft intelligence of what pafles relative 
to us, in thefe times of trouble. All 
we learn, is through our Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna. The proceedings of the 
Nabob in turning off our troops. The 
ftoppage and impediments thrown in the 
way of our trade, fincejulylaft, with- 
out the removal or punilhment of any of 
the authors of thefe lolTes and diftur- 
bances. The infolent orders he every 
where iffued, to turn every Eoglifhman 
out of the country, that refufed obedi- 
ence to the lat? regulations. The vio- 
lences 
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fences and oppreffions to which his of- 
ficers proceeded in confequence, in which 
he both juftifies and fupports them by 
force of arms. -The orders he has iflu- 
ed, for collecting nine per cent, duty on 
opium^ and on goods purchafed, that are 
produced in die country, without any 
difiindtion, whether for export of inland 
trade. The contemptible light in which 
he confiders the Company’s rights, in 
virtue of their royal grants, and the late 
treaties; and the intention he has fliewn, 
of reducing and confining our trade to as 
narrow limits, and under as great diffi- 
culties, as thofe we labored under before 
the revolution ; and the open attempt he 
has now made to injure the Company’s 
trade, by undermining their privileges, 
and rendering them of no effeCl, in pre- 
fuming of his own unwarranted authori *. 
ty to take off all duties. The attack he 
ordered to be made on our faClory, and 
feepoys near Taajepoor, and his juftify- 
ing the fame, and declaring his relblution 
of oppofing force by force, on the like 
occafions ; and the public threats he has 
H 2 made 
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made ufe of before the gomaftah, of ex- 
tirpating the’ Englifh, if ever they pre- 
fumed to adt againft his aumils in fu- 
ture ; though he had been previoufly in- . 
formed by the Board, that our Chiefs 
would adt by their authority, in freeing 
our trade where Hopped, or in repelling 
any infults or abufes of his officers. The 
Hopping and imprifoning our fubahdar, 
though furniffied with the Company’s 
duftuck, and attacking and killing our 
people fent to relieve him, which agrees 
perfedlly with his own declaration in his 
letter, that he confiders things already 
brought to a rupture. The Nabob’s difin- 
clination of entering into any new treaty 
to adjuft thefe difputes. The flight and 
difdain he fliews for that treaty by which 
he holds his fubahfliip. His exprefs de- 
claration to Mr. Amyatt, that he had 
better keep away than come to talk upon 
bufinefs. The preparations that we are 
infgrmed ftom Patna, Mooffhedabad and 
Dacca, he is every where making for 
\)var, without having given us fatlsfadion, 
or any reafon t(^ hope, that he Vvill give 
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las fatisfadipn, on any of the points vve 
have lard down and in lifted on. All 
thefe circumftanccs, with the ftyle and 
purport of his fix laft letters, which bid 
us defiance in the moft infolent and iinr 
grateful manner, make, me entirely of 
opinion, that the Nabob looks uppn us 
as his enemies, and waits his opportu- 
nity of ruining us. That, from his a- 
verfion to any advances to fettle thefe 
quarrels, or credit any alTurances we have 
given him of our peaceable intentions, 
the mutual confidence that ought to fub- 
fift betwixt us (and without which, we 
muft ever be in a ftate of war, though 
it be not publickly declared) is now loft, 
without any well-grounded hope of its 
being reftored, which does, and muft 
tend to the ruin of all commerce ; and, 
therefore, I can neither think it fafe nor 
honorable, or that, in the Nabob’s pre- 
fent difpofition towards us, it can pro- 
duce any good effedt, that MelT. Aniy- 
att and Hay ftiould proceed on the de- 
putation j and that till the Nabob, by 
his behavior, Ihews as great a defire and 
H 3 willing- 
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willingnefs to prevent things coming to 
extremes, by condefcenfions very difFer- 
cnt from any he has made j our own ho- 
nor, and the intereft and fecurity of our 
Honorable Matters affairs, dictate to us* 
to adopt and purfue more vigorous mea- 
fures, and order the army to be held in 
readinefs to march. 

Mr. Hattings’j Opinion. 

Though I do not approve of the re- 
gulations which have been refolved upon 
by the majority of the Board, yet fince 
they are to take place, and the difputes 
With the Nabob, upon the fubjefts which 
gave occafion to'them, have been carried 
to fo great a height, I think it neceffary 
that they Ihould be delivered and ex- 
plained to him by a deputation from the 
Board, and that MefT. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould therefore proceed, as before di- 
rected, on th.t£ commiflioh. The Nabob 
has eXprefTed a delire to lee Mr. Amyatt, 
and makes no other bbjeftion to a con- 
ference with hihi, on the affairs which 
have been lately debated at the Board, 
than, his defire avoid evfery fiibjeCfc of 

conten- 
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contention j having with that intent con- 
fented to fuch of the articles as he has 
been made acquainted with* But if he 
has exceeded the intention of the Board, 
or not fufficiently anfwered their expec- 
tations, it is the more neceflary, that 
fome gentlemen be deputed to confer 
with him in perfon upon them ; it being 
a known truth, that more may be ef- . 
feezed by a perfonal negotiation in one 1 
day, than in a month by letters. 

As to the other part of the queftion, 
which I fhall take the liberty to under- 
lland, in the terms in which it was firft 
propofed, viz. ** Whether the army 
“ Ihould march againft the Nabob.” I 
declare my entire diffent to fo violent a ^ 
meafure, which no pretence of necefii- 
ty can require, or jullice allow of. 

It is unneceirary,becaufe it is not in the 
Nabob’s power to oppole any laws which 
we may prefent to him j and the orders 
lately fent to the fubordinate fa(^ories are 
fufficient to preferve them in full force. 

The fame reafon might be urged in 
proof of its injuftice, were there no o- 
H 4 ther 
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ther-againft it ; but when the Nabob has 
declared his fubnuffion. to every term 
which you have impofed upon him, and 
expoftulates only for his life, whatever 
his motive be, whether of choice or ne- , 
ceffity, furely we may reft fatisfied with 
fuch a condefcenfion, nor attempt to re- 
duce him to a lower ftate of humiliation: 
I.fhall not (I hope I need not) remind 
you gentlemen, of the earneft injundlions 
of the Company, to abide by our en- 
gagements with the Nabob, and to avoid 
to the laft extremity every oceafion, that 
may tend to another change, in the go- 
vernment. But ihould it be refolved to 
break with the Nabob, I hope fuch gen- 
tlemen as are of that fentinaent, will de- 
clare it before the laft difpatches are made 
to Europe, that our Honorable Mafters 
may. have as early notice of it as pofli- 
ble, an4 take the fpeedieft meafures to 
remedy (if poflible) the diforders which 
may follow from it. 

Mr, CarticrV Opinion, 

,, Mr. Cartier ^gftepms the Nabob’s 
le tter s as infplon^ and equivocating, and 

far 
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far from giving us that fatisfadlion, which 
we have reafon to expe& from him; <hat 
they require clearnefs, and leave us 
doubtful as to his real intentions towards 
us. That his compliance with our de- 
mands, in thofe points we have infilled 
upon with him, which he makes a mat- 
ter of much merit, is a contemptuous 
manner of proceeding, having effedlu- 
ally undone to us the advantages of this 
very compliance, and rendered our va- 
luable privileges- void, by a general in- 
dulgence granted to his fubjedls and o- 
thers of a free trade. That his letter to 
Mr. Amyatt neither confents to, nor ab- 
folutely refufes the vifit the Board have 
thought proper Ihould be made him. 
That it is necelTary he be made fully ac- 
quainted with the purport of this vifit, viz. 

that the fufpicions harboured in his 
** mind may be banilhe^, and giv^ plaice 
** to that hope and confidence he diigfit 
“ to have of our particdlar kltachnierit 
to him; to make him Ifenlil^e the good 
** of the Country, and his p^airticu- 
** lafly, is in every ‘fefpcl^^'hitendcd? By 

** it. 
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** it. That our intentions extend no fur- 
ther, but to the fupport of our rights 
“ and privileges, in which it would be 
*♦ more becoming him to join with us, 
** than to be offended at, and oppofe 
** thofe fteps, which we are neceifarily 
** led to take to punifh thofe that in- 
“ vade them. That Mr. Amyatt, for 
all thefe defirable ends, intends to fet 
** out, and will wait the refult of thefe 
** rejwrefentations at Coffimbuzar, and 
** be governed by his anfwer.” That 
in cafe of meeting a refufal to this vifit, 
we fhall be juflified in the opinion of 
the world, if we confider him the de- 
clared enemy of our nation, and pro- 
ceed immediately ag^nfl: him. 

It is certainly becoming in the mem- 
bers of this Board, to purfue every ho- 
norable method, that may tend to effe^ 
a perfect reconciliation with the Nabob } 
and every one that would conduce to that 
end, ought not to be neglefted, or left 
untried. Our late revolution, he be- 
lieves, has done us not much honour in 
the eyes of the wt»rl4^ and another fo 

quickly 
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quickly fucceeding, would prove, in 
fome meafure, the inconftant wavering 
ftate of our Councils; and motives of 
action be imputed to the members of this 
Board, unbecoming gentlemen and ho- 
neft men to be influenced by : he there- 
fore thinks it neceifary to convince the 
Nabob, of our having force fufHcient to 
take every fatisfadtion required, but with 
no defign to ufe it againfl: his govern- 
ment, till his refradtory behaviour abfb- 
lutely compels us. 

Mr. BillersV Opinion. 

Having carefully examined the Na- 
bob’s laft letter, as well as that to Mr. 
Amyatt, .1 think there are many expref- 
lions in the former injurious and impro- 
per, but they fcem to be mentioned ra- 
ther thro’ pet and paffion, than any in- 
tention of quarrelling with us. I there- 
fore give it as my opinion, that the ne- 
cefRty there is of MelT. Amyatt and Hay’s 
going to negotiate, ought to be again re- 
prefented to him. That at prefent his 
affairs fuffer as well as ouie, and that it 
is abfolutely neceffary he fhould come to 

fome 
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Ibme determination j but fbould he rc- 
fufe to treat with us, or heax any thing 
relative to bufinefs, then it may be deem- 
ed aft open declaration of war j but with- 
out further caufe than we have at pre- 
fent, I fee no need of breaking with him ; 
and as the Company have thought pro- 
per to confirm hini, we ought to be ve- 
ry cautious how we take fuch a ftep, and 
bring about another revolution, for we 
leeni at prefent fomewhat obnoxious in 
the eyes of the country people, on hav- 
ing concluded the laft. However, our 
rights and privileges have been lately fo 
infringed, and things fo circumftanced, 
that it is highly neceflary fome fpeedy 
remedy fliould take place. I therefore 
think Meff. Amyatt and Hay might pro- 
ceed to Colfimbuzar, and there wait the 
Nabob’s final refolves ; and in cafe he 
ft ill perfifts in refufing to lee thofe gen- 
tlenien, the army Ihould march j but all 
methods ought to be tried to bring af- 
fairs to an amicable iffuc, for the rea- 
fohs beforementioned. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Batfon’x Opinion. 

The Nabob’s fettled inveteracy, and 
evil defigns againft us, have long been 
manifeft to the whole country; but of 
late they have appeared more glaringly, 
both from his actions and from his let- 
ters, which are filled with fcorn and de- 
fiance ; not to mention a multitude of 
hiftances, which may be produced, I 
lhall only take notice of his endeavors 
to undermine and utterly deftroy the pri- 
vileges, granted us by the King’s Fir- 
maun, by exempting all other merchants, 
of whatfoever nation^ from paying du- 
ties, in order to put them on a level with 
us. His defigns indeed are fo evident, 
that the conftant artifices ufed by the 
Prefident and Mr. Haftings to difguife 
the truth, and mifreprefent matters of 
fadl, cannot conceal them. The cafe, 
at prefent, feems to be this ; either . tye 
muft fubmitto be reduced to thefituatipn 
in which we were, during the time of 
Mohabut Jung, and Serajah Dowla, or 
clfe we muft oblige the Nabob to fubmit 
to us. The latter, I apprehend, from 

his 
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his late behavior, we lhaJl. not be able 
to efFe^, unlefs we can make him feel ' 
our power j and I will never be accelTaiy 
or confenting to any thing that may exw 
pofe us to the danger of the former. It 
is my opinion, therefore, that we ihould 
neglect no means of putting ourfelves in 
the beft pofture of defence, that we may 
be ready to a£t In the moil efie(5lual man-r 
ner ; and that Major Adams be accord- 
ingly defired to hold himfelf in readi- 
nefs to march, whenever it be nepelTary,; 
I think alio, that MelT. Amyatt and 
Hay ihould not proceed on their depu- 
tation, as the Nabob has abfolutely re- 
fufed to treat with them j and therefore 
their going, will only expoie us to fur- 
ther contempt and deriiion, a large ihare 
of which we have already incurred. 
However, that the Nabob may ilill have 
an opportunity given him of remaining 
on amicable terms with us, I propofe, 
that our demands be once more fully Ha- 
ted to him by letter j and that we infiil 
on a dire(H compliance therewith, with- 
out evafion or fubt^fnge. If he ilill re- 

fufe 



^ranfoBions m Bengal, in 

fufe to cottiply, I think we fhould imme- 
diately take our meafures for cctftAiing' 
him ; for, as it is known that he i® 
railing troops, and making warlike pre- 
parations in all parts of the country, a 
further delay may be very dangerous. 

Mr. Amyatt’j Opinion. 

I THINK the Nabob’s letters Ihew the 
fame ftate of mind, which he always has 
feemed to exprefs and difeover by his 
actions, ever fince he has been in the 
government ; and no further than might 
well be expe(9:ed from him, from having 
been fo long fuffered to follow his own 
will, and his whims indulged to appeafe 
hisjealoufies.Generalcomplaintsadmitted 
againftour fervants, when the oppreffions 
which we now experience have been on 
his part; ourbufmefs flopped, and almoft 
every where impeded, without our ex- 
erting our influence and power to clear it, 
becaufe we would not give him offence, or 
make him uneafy ; to mofl-of thefe grie- 
vances and conceflions, myfelf, with fe- 
veiral members of the Board, have often 
objedled and remonflrated, forefeeing 

that, 
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that, in the end, it muil create the ani- 
mofity and ill-will, which now is come 
to paTs ; and that we ihould he necedita- 
ted by force, to affert our own rights, 
which he had been fo long endeavoring 
to fubvert. I am too fenfible, that the 
people of the government are not to be 
ib far trufted, as to have any point given 
up to them. A compliance, in the moft 
trivial matter, gives them a privilege, 
they think, to exercife their authority, 
without controul, in every thing, tho’ 
of ever fo much confequence and detri- 
ment to the condefcending party. Such 
being the prepoffeflions of the Nabob’s 
mind, our infilling on a free exertion of 
our rights and privileges now, appears to 
him as an encroachment on his liber- 
ties, and a lofs to him in his duties, from 
our trade being extended. For this way 
of thinking, however, he has no juftice 
on his fide, for the fame trade, in its dif- 
ferent branches, was carried on in his 
predeceflfor’s time, tho’ not to fo great a 
degree, occafioned folely by the troubles 

and 



I'fanfaBions in Bengal. 113 

and confufion the couiitry was every 
where involved in. 

That the Nabob would gladly make 
himfelf independent of us, and always 
fliewed fuch an inclination, endeavored 
as much as poflible to throw off all con- 
nexions with us, and attempted to de- 
ftroy our influence with the country peo- 
ple, is very evident. But vain are all thefe 
efforts, and to be fufpeXed the advice of 
bad and evil perfons about him for their 
own advantage j as moft certainly he 
muff be convinced, his own ftrength 
cannot defend him from any attempt of 
a foreign power, or reduce us ito that 
ffate of dependence, he probably has been 
taught to believe. I am apt to believe, 
that feritiments have alfo been inftilled 
into him, that he might fafely interrupt 
our private trade, and that we durff not 
offer to check him therein, whilft the 
Company’s remained unmolefted ; where- 
as, private trade fliould be as facred as 
the Company’s, and no diilinXion ever 
known j for that once obftruXed, the 
Company’s cannot long remain free ; 
VoL. Ill, I which 
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which plainly appears, froin what it Jia# 
fufFered through the courfe of thefe dif- 
putes j tho’ I believe no fuch loiTes were 
intended by the Nabob. The Nabob's 
letters are petulant and impertinent j they 
likewife contain fome inveftives and de- 
fiance, but not of fuch a nature, as if he 
felt his own llrfength fufficient to break 
with us. I therefore think he ought to 
be wrote to once more, in the terms pro- 
pofed by Mr. Marriott, to convince him 
of his error, in thinking that we have 
Views to a change j and to infift on his 
receiving our deputation, as the only 
means left of preventing fuch an event. 
If he refufes fo reafonable a demand, I 
think we may juftly interpret the ill in- 
tentions to be on his fide j and that we 
fliall be juftified to the world, in taking 
the moft vigorous and immediate mea*- 
fures, for fecuring the trade and intereft 
of our Honorable Employers in 
provinces. As it feems to be the fenti- 
ment of the majority of the Boaf4, 1 fiiall 
willingly proceed the length of Goflim- 
buzar, and theTe wait the Nabob’s anfweSr. 

Major 
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Major AdamsV Opinion* 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
th? Nfibob, by his letters to the Board, 
feems to have entertained jealpu|ies, that 
inuft be very prejudicial both tp his pwii 
andi the Company's affairs j and which 
cannot be reinoved butby Teetpg Mr* A- 
myatt i and therefore he fhould be wrote 
to by the Board to repppcile him to the 
interview. Ip the rpean tjine, he things 
it neceifary thfit Mr. Apayatt ihopld pro- 
ceed tp Coffintbuzar, and there wait the 
Nabob’s anfwer ^ and if by it he ftill per- 
fifts in his refulal of feeing Mr* Amy a ft 
on bufinefs, the rnajor can think of no 
other method to bring him to reafop, 
than naarching up the troops ; yet thinks, 
if any other napafures cap be thought of, 
to piit a flop to the prefent cpnfufions, 
and prevent a future fcene of trophies jii 
the copntry, they fhould be hrft tried- 
TJbe Treji4?nt's Qpiniqn. 

Although Ae Nabob’s letters of the 
sad of March, do not contain a chear- 
ful and candid alTent tp the demands 
made uppp him by the Board, yet he 

la dbcs 
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does not contradidt, nor refufe to com- 
ply with them. It is not to be wonder- 
ed, that he complains and remonftrates, 
and writes with ill humour, lince it is 
certain, that the privileges which the 
majority of the Board have refolved now 
to infill on, are greater than ever were 
before infilled on, or than we were ever 
admitted to, by any former Nabob, even 
Jaflier Alice Cawn, who pofitively re- 
fufed to let us have a fadlory at Chitta- 
gong, much lefs would he permit us to 
x:arry on our trade cullom-free in all 
parts, and in all articles. 

Supposing, therefore, that the de- 
manded rights be really and truly grant- 
edandintended us by the Firmaun, which 
however is not my opinion \ yet with 
refpedl to the Nabob, the infilling on it 
is an innovation, which he inay very na- 
turally complain of, as it occafions a great 
lofs in that part of the revenue proceed- 
ing from the culloms. He fays indeed an 
entire Ibfs ; for which reafon, to avoid 
further dilputes on the fubjedl, he has 
given orders fiJr taking off all culloms in 
general. Of 
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Of this order the majority of the 
Board complain with equal vehemence, 
and have refolved to iniift on his taking 
cuftoms from other merchants, in the 
ufual manner, altho* not from us. This 
is to form part of the commiflion to Mef. 
Amyatt and Hay, as well as the difcuf- 
ling the privileges of the Firmaun. 

The fecond refolution of the Board 
has not yet been made known to the Na- 
bob, who* conceiving there is nothing 
more to be faid about cuftoms, after he 
has entirely aboliftied them j and having 
been advifed from the Board, that Mefl*. 
Amyatt and Hay were deputed to regu- 
late the affair of the cuftoms, therefore 
hcanfwers, that their coming is unne- 
ceffary. In every other reljjedt, his letter 
to Mr. Amyatt is written in an hand- 
fome and fuitable manner. 

W I T H refpeft to the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs between us and the Na- 
bob, it is this. Wherever the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, or that of their fervants, 
fuffered any interruption, our forces have 
been employed to remove fuch obftruc- 
I 3 tions. 
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tions, and feize thofe officers of the go-* 
vernment who occafioned them i we 
have cleared our bufinefs, and taken our 
own fatisfa<5tion, and left the Nabob on 
the fuffering fide ; and a very great fuf- 
fierer he will undoubtedly be j for it is 
well knowni that the zemindars, collec- 
tors, and other officers of the country 
government, when they fee a likelihood 
of troubles, and their Mailer’s power on 
the decline, never fail to make ufe of the 
opportunity of keeping back their rents. 

The Nabob’s letters are thofe of a 
defpairing man, who has imagined to 
himfelf, that the Board, or the majori- 
ty of them, have determined at all events 
to overthrow his government, let him 
do what he will, and fubmit never fo 
patiently to their refolutions. To this 
Hate of his mind, many of the petulant 
expreffions, and the anxiety which ap- 
pears through his letters, Ihould be at- 
tributed, and proper allowances made. 
While we are left in quiet polfeffion of 
the countries affigned to the Company, 
and their trading bufinefs alfo is carried 

on 
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•on in every part without interruption, 
it would be as impolitick as unjuft, to 
b^in a war without neceffity againft an 
ally, whom we are bound by treaty to 
iupport; and of which, the confequence, 
would probably be a feene of frelh dif- 
tradion in the €x>untry, a general inter- 
ruption of trade, and a wanton eftuiion 
of blood. 

That the Nabob has not the de- 
ftgn of breaking with us, I think, is 
plainly proved from his condud, as well 
as from the cxpoftulating ftyle of his let- 
ters. It is not reafonable to take for 
granted every report made to us, by an 
Eflglilh gomaftah, or a difeon tented of- 
ficer of the government. If he had a 
mind to break with us, he would cer- 
tainly have attacked thofe three compa- 
nies of feepoys, with lieutenant Downie, 
which were detached from Patna, and 
feized the Nabob’s officer at Mow, whilft 
the Nabob, with his whole army, was 
within a fliort march of the place. And 
if he had fucceeded againft thofe three 
companies, he would then have attacked 
I -f our 
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our troops at Patna, to have endeavored 
to have cut off fo confiderable a part of 
our force ; inftead of which, his retiring 
to Mongheer, is a proof with me, that 
he will fubmit to any thing, rather than 
come to hoftilities with us. 

And I think we ought equally to de- 
lire to preferve the peace and tranquility 
of the country, and amicably to accom- 
modate the points in dilpute ; for which 
purpofe, I think, no method fo proper, as 
the deputation propofed, to difeufs thofe 
points. The Nabob’s faying, that if 
Mr. Amyatt’s bufinefs is to dilpute upon 
the articles of cuftoms, he had better 
not come, as it is a point already fet- 
tled, by the abolilhing of cuftoms in ge- 
neral; is not, in my opinion, tobe regarded 
as a refufal to treat with Mr. Amyatt, 
upon the matters contained in the in- 
llrudlions, to Mr. Hay and him from 
the Board ; and which having never yet 
been communicated to the Nabob, it 
confequently cannot be faid, that he has 
refufed to difeufs them. 

I THINK, 
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I THINK, therefore, that it would be 
moft expedient to write to the Nabob, in 
anfwer to his laft letters, to this eflfefl:. 
** That the alarms, in all parts of the 
** country, muft be attended with a very 
** great lofs and detriment, both to his 
** affairs and the Company’s, and a 
•* breach of the friendfhip between us^ 
** infallibly enfue, if the necelTary regu- 
“ lations for carrying on our bufinefs, 
** and fettling the points in difpute, be 
not immediately concluded. That as 
** a proof of our defire to avoid corning 
** to extremities, we appointed MefT. 
** Amyatt and Hay to confer with him, 
as the mofl effectual method of regu- 
lating affairs with difpatch. That he 
“ ought to regard fuch our appointment 
** of two gentlemen of the Board, as the 
ftrongeft mark of our friendfhip, and 
** a compliment paid him ; and that if 
“ he fhould refufe to treat with them, 
“ it can be regarded in no other light, 
but as a declaration of his intention 
** to come to a rupture with us.” ' 


Ana 
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And 1 thlDk Mr. Amyatt might him> 
4elf write to the Nabob, to the fame pur<^ 
^ofe, and wait his anfwtf, either at Cal- 
cutta^ or Codunbuzar. But if the Board 
ihould determine, that. Medf. Amyatt and 
£biy sihall not proceed according to their 
^appointment, then^ I think, that a let- 
ter ^oidd be wrote to the Nabob, iip<Mi 
*^e plan of their ioilru^tions, demand- 
ing every thing theory directed to be 
demanded, and requiring a plain, expli- 
cit, and final anfwer, upon every article : 
it would be an unprecedoited thing to 
employ force, for the obtaining any point, 
<»ntn a friendly application has been 
made and rejected. 

Opinion tie Majority. 

Th e kcajotrty the Board being of 
dpinioh, that the Nabob Ihpuld be again 
wrote to, to inlift on his receiving the 
intended deputationibr treating uponbu- 
finefs ; and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
fliocdd proceed to, and wait his airiwer 
at Cbffimbuzar. ' 


jLefolution 
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Rejblution in Confequence. 

Agreed, that the Prefident do addrefs 
him to the efFedt exprelTcd in his own 
and Mf. Marriott’s minutes, and plainly 
acquaint him, that a refufal to comply 
with the demand therein contained, can 
be regarded in no other light, than a de- 
claration on his fide, of his intention to 
come to a rupture with us.” 


SECTION XII. 

The Deputation of Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay; their Proceedings and other 
Occurrences, to the Death of Mr. 
Amyatt. 

The Boarct s InJlruBions to Mejf. Amyatt 
and Hay.— Mr. Vanfittart’x Diffent.-— 
Syed Buddul Cawn, one of the Nabob’r 
Officers y feized at Luckypoor, andfent 
to Calcutta.— Pro//«m Mahomed Al- 
lee’j Orders. — Orders in Confequence ta 
the FaBory at Dacca to feize him . — 
Reafons for Mr. Vanfittart’j joining in 
that Order. — Probable Motives of the 
Nabob’j CondtsBy in refpeSl to Maho- 
med 
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med Alice. — 'Remarkable Infances of 
Frepojfejjion on the Part of the Nabob, 
and of the Council in two Letters i one 
from the Nabob, and the other from 
Coilimbuzar, upon falfe Reports.-— -De- 
bate upon the lafi Letter , determined 
by n fecond Letter from Coffimbuzar. 

• ...^pian (f Operations in Cafe of a War. 

> —Debate upon the Orders to be fent to 
Patna. — - — Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Patna, giving an Account of 
the Preparations making by the Nabob’j 
Officer there. —Mr. Johnftone’j fur- 
ther Minute i relative to his Accufation 
of Jlifr. Vanfittart, of making a private 
Agreement with the’N^ah . — ikfr.Van- 
littart’j Anfwer.— — Two Letters from 
V' the Nabob. ^ — Debate upon them. — Re- 
fdutipn in Confequencey that Mejf. A- 
' myatt and Hay Jhould proceed on their 
Deputation.— Letter from the Chief and 
Council of Patna, containing News of 
Infurreblions in that Province.-Re- 
marks upon it. — T!he Nabob’/ Letter to 
the Company.— Letter from the Chief 
' and Council of Pztnzy complaining of 
“ their not bemg alldwed fuller PoMvers.— 
^cRSmarks upon it.— and his 
'^''Brother carried Prifoners to the Nabob. 
'—T^ to Mf* V'^nfit- 

« ; - vs tart’/ 
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tartV Remonjirance in their Beha^.—~ 
Mahomed Alice fei%edy and Jent to 
Calcutta. — Letter from Mejf. Amyatt 
and Hay, giving an Account of their 
frji Interview with the Nabob.— 0 ^/- 
nion of the Nabobs Dijpoftion at this 

fime. Boats with Arms for Patna, 

fopped by the Nabob at Mongheer. — 
Mr. Amyatt demands their Releafe with- 
out Effedi. — The Nabob’/ Redons for 
detaining them.— Letter from Mejf. A- 
myatt and Hay, with a Copy of their 
Demands prefented to the Nabob, and 
his Anfwers. — Two Letters from Mejf. 
AmyzXtand Hay yudvifing that the Arms 
were Jiill detained.— Two Letters from 
the Nabob, compiaiping againji Mr. El- 
lis, and demanding the Removal of our 
Troops from Patna. — Letter from Mr. 
Amyatt to Mr. Vanfittart, containing 
the Nabob’/ ObjeSiions to the Demands 
of the Board. — Mr. V anfittart’/ Opinion 
upon the further InJlruSlions to be fent 
to Amyatt andLizy.— Debate, and 

Refolutions of the Board.— Difcretional 
Powers given to the Chief and Council 
of Patna. — Mr. Yiz^Tigfs DiJI'eht.— 
Letter from Mr. Vanfittart to the Se- 
cretary y containing hisObjeSiioti and fur- 
ther Opinion.— Frejh Refolutions there- 
upon. 
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upon. ^Letten from Mejf. hvayztXand 
Hay, with their Opinion that a Rup- 
ture •was unavoidable.— —r.U’wo Letters 
from Mr. Ellis, giving an Account of 
the Defertion oft'wo hundred of ouT'See- 
' pl^s.— ‘Other Letters from Mejj'. Amy- 
att and Hay, confirming their former. 
—Further Rejbiutions for the Dijpqfi- 
' ' ''tion (f the Troops in Cafe of a War. 

debates concerning the future Oovern- 
’ ment of the Country in fucb a Cafe . — 
fetter from Mefi\ Amyatt and Hay, ad- 
vifing of the Nabob’ j Declaration, that 
he •ivoutd put an End to the Conference, 
if •we did not recall our Troops from 
VoXm.— Letter from MeJf. Amyatt and 
Hay, advfing that the Nabob had re- 
leafed the Boats of Arms, and confented 
to treat. Strong Reports of Hofiilities 
begun at Patna . — Our Dauks fiopped. 
—T'wo Letters from the Nabob the 
firfi urging the Removal either of our 
Troops from Patna, or Mr. EUia from 
the Chieffiip ; the other expr effing a 
, ConviMion, that Afr. Ellis •was bent up- 
on attacking the City of Rztm., and 
, that our CorreJ^ondence •was come to an 
End. StFe Army ordered to rnarth.— 

‘ • Advice from Amyatt, that he and 

■I . kis Party •werejurroundediond theBoats 
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o/" Arms again Jlopped,—— Report from 
Hircarras, that Patna was taken by our 
droops, ^Explanation qfMr.Y anfittart’^ 
Condu 3 l.~~~His Minute, declaring bis 
Refolution to quit the Government, as 
foon as the War Jhould be ended. — Fur- 
ther Debates concerning the future Go- 
vernment of the Country. — Re/olution of 
the Board to re-ejiabltfh Meer Jaffier. 
——Advice from Mr. Amyatt, of bishav- 
ing left Monghecr, and from Coffim-* 
buzar, f his Party being attacked, and 
himfelf killed. 

M ess. Amyatt and Hay took their 
Ickve of the Board the 4th of A- 
prih having received from them the fol- 
lovring inllrudiions, which were drawn 
up from the opinions of the majority. 
And I iigned them with the reft of the 
Board, conforming herein to the efta- 
blifhed rule of all the Company's govern- 
ments; which is, that every member 
lhall fign the public orders and recbrds, 
entering his dilTent, wh^fe he differs 
from the opinion oJf the in^prity in the 
confultations . It will be remembered that 
I had formerly ftrongly infifted upon the 
obfervance of this rule, when Meff. A- 

myatt 
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myatt and Ellis refufed to fign the order 
of the- Board, and fubfcribed their dilTeht 
to them j and it was therefore the more 
necelTary I ftiould comply with it on all 
occalions myfelf. 

Copy of the InJlru 6 lions to MeJJ. AmyzXt 
and Hay. Tinted March 28, 1763. 

♦‘THIRST, The trade of our facStories 
on behalf of the Company, as well 
as the inland trade, carried on by the a- 
gents and gomaftahs of Englilh mer- 
chants, having, for fome months part:, 
met with the greateft interruptions in 
all parts of the country, from the officers 
of the Nabob’s government ; and this 
having further proved the fource of nu- 
merous difputes and complaints on both 
lides ; we have had under our confideration 
the fettling of certain rules, agreeable to 
our refpeftive rights and pretenlions, 
whereby to carry on our trade, and be 
the means of preventing fuch difputes 
from happening in future. In thefe points 
we have already conaetofome refolutions, 
and having the gftateft reliance on your 
abilities, prudence, and zeal, as well for 

the 
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the intereft of ouif Honorable Mafters, 
as for the welfare and good of the com- 
munity, we have thought proper to de- 
pute you, to make known to the Nabob 
thole refolutions. 

Secondly, In the firll place, you muft 
again acquaint the Nabob, that the re- 
gulations made with him by the Prefi- 
dent being dilapproved, are of cbuifle 
become void, and you are therefore to re- 
demand the letter which Contained them. 
You are alfo to infill, in cafe he has not ■ 
before ilTued fuch orders, that he do re- 
voke all the orders which he fent to hisi- 
officers, in confequence of the faid regu+, 
lations } and inform them,that trade is in 
every relpedl to goon in its ufual channel^ ? 
until he (the Nabob) has fettled with 
you the bufinefs of your deputation . i ? 

Thirdly, Accompanying this; yotl; 
will receive Englilh and Perfian copies, 
of the Firmaun, hulbul-hookunts lanfdr 
treaties, on w-hich we found our right t<j3 
a free trade. Thefe we have concludcd*t 
give tis an indifpu table privilege to carry 
on our trade, as well foreign as inland*^ 

; throughollfc 
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^roughout the provinces, of this fub^hii 
free of ?iny duties tp the country govern- 
ment, You muft therefore carefully 
und clearly explain to the Nabob the te- 
nor and fubftance of thefe grants* and 
the juftice th?it it follows we have on 
our fide for abiding thereby. 

Fourthly, When you have fully af- 
icrted, and convinced the Nabob of thefe 
our rights and privileges, you will make 
known to him the refoJution of the Coun- 
cil the inftant, for allowing him a 
duty on fait, with our motives thereto. 
Firft, becaufe from general informations 
taken, it appears, that this article has, 
from cuftom, always paid a certain tho’ 
unfettled duty. Secondly, becaufe it is 
not our intention, through a too fcru- 
pulous aflertion of our rights, to detri- 
ment or diminilh the revenues of his. go- 
vernment i or in any refpe£t lelTen to him 
.the advantages reaped at our hands hy 
his predeceffors. That allowing theie 
ientiments to weigh with us as far as our 
regard for the intcrcfts of our Eniploy- 
ers and the cpnanaunity, and. for the te- 
nor of our faid grants, will poflibly ad- 
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mit, we have refolved to allow him (the 
Nabob) a fixed duty on the article of fait, 
after the rate of two and half per cent. 
on the rowana price j but as we have no 
grounds for extending this confideratioft 
forther, we cannot admit of duties being 
levied on any other article of trade what- 
foever. 

Fifthly, To afccrtain the payment 
of this duty, and at the fame time main- 
tain in its full force the authority of the 
Englifii duftuck, the article of £alt ihall 
be circulated equally with other articles 
by the means of a dufluck, and be lia- 
ble to no farther fcrutiny or interruption, 
provided the buxbunder’sor lhahbunder’s 
receipt for the aforementioned duty ap- 
pears properly granted and entered on 
the back thereof. 

Sixthly, For regulating in future the 
condudl of our agents and gomaftahs, and 
the officers and dependents • of the Na- 
bob’s government, with refpe<ft to inju- 
ries committed on either fide, and dif- 
putes which may arife between them, we 
have agreed on the following rules, 

which 
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which you muft intimate to the Nabob? 
and as we think they will every way an- 
fwer the ends propofed, you muft ac- 
quaint him, that they are therefore to 
be punctually oblerved*. 

Seventhly, The Nabob having late- 
ly afte<fted an ignorance of the nature of 
this government, and the powers of the 
Council, the Prefident in his anfwer en- 
deavored to fet him right on that head? 
but it will ftill be neceffary, that you a- 
gain explain this matter perfonally to 
him by commiffion from the Board, that 
a future pretenfion of the like ignorance 
may not be the means of detrimenting 
our affairs. 

Eighthly, There further appears, in 
the courfe of his correfpondence, certain 
expreflions, which imply a diffidence of 
the friendfhip of feveral members of the 
Council towards him. This ill founded 
fufpicion you muft ufe your moft ftrenu- 
ous endeavors to remove ; and on the 
contrary to convince him, that we lhall 
always, with one yoice, agree in every 
^ refpeA 

* Here were entered the regulations agreed on in 
confultation of March 5, in page i, of this Vol. 
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refped: to and fupport him in his 
government, provided no attempts are 
made towards the infringment of our 
rights and privileges; but that from a juft 
obfervation of them, and a fteady obe- 
dience to the repeated orders of our Ho- 
norable Employers, we can never tame- 
ly put up with attempts that have in the 
fmalleft degree fuch a tendency. 

Ninthly, With refpecft to the regu- 
lations for trade, we think it will be the 
moft proper method to have our rights 
acknowledged, and the propofals agreed 
to by fome public writing, under the 
Nabob’s own hand and feal, taking care, 
that there are no expreffions inferted in 
it, contrary to the fenfe we entertain of 
our rights by our former grants or trea- 
ties, or that may tend to invalidate them. 
To fuch a writing you may accede, re- 
ferving to us the power of finally rati- 
fying the fame. 

Tenthly, As we think it abfolutely 
neceflary, both for the intereft of our af- 
fairs, and the Nabob’s, to have a gen- 
tleman in the fcrvice refident at his Court, 

VoL. HI. K 


we 
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we have appointed Mr. Tho. Amphlett 
to accompany you on this deputation, 
and afterwards remain with the Nabob 
in that capacity. You will therefore in- 
troduce him to the Nabob accordingly ; 
and acquaint him, that all tranfadrions 
between him and us are, after your de- 
parture, to be carried on by this refident; 
and that all orders which are to be iiTued 
thro’ the country relative to the Engliih, 
muft be firft intimated to, and approv- 
ed by him. At your departure you will 
leave in charge to Mr. Amphlett any part 
of thele inftrudtions, which you may not 
be able to finifh, and give him fuch fur- 
, therdiredlionsasyou may think neceflary. 

Elevenly, Having had repeated in- 
flances of the ill difpohtion, and bad be- 
havior of Mahomed Allee, the collector 
of the Dacca diftridls, we have inclofed 
you a particular proof of it in copies of 
letters which he wrote to Syed Buddul 
Cawn j and we muft defire that you will 
infift on his being difmiflTed from his of- 
fices, and obliged to make reparation for 
all the lolTcs he^has been the occafion of 

fince 
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fince the beginning of thefe diftur- 
bances. 

Twelfthly, The orders by which we 
took poffeflion of the lands, being only 
Aumulnamas^ we muft defire that you 
will apply to the Nabob for proper jag- 
heery funnuds, to confirm the Compa- 
ny’s right to the three provinces. 

Thirteenthly, You muft likewife 
demand from the Nabob, payment of a 
fum of money, which Mahomed Reza 
Cawn dilburfed out of the revenues of 
the Chittagong province, on accountof the 
Tippra expedition j to inftru<5l you in 
which, we have ordered the particulars to 
be tranfmitted you, by the accomptant of 
the committee of lands. 

Fourteenthly, Since we began to 
draw up thefe inftru<ftions, we have re- 
ceived intelligence of the Nabob’s having 
publiftiedafunnud, containing an exemp- 
tion of duties on every kind of trade, 
for the fpace of two years. Copies of 
this funnud, and a perwannah which ac- 
companied it to Nobit Roy, the Naib 
of Patna, you will herewith receive. And 

K 2 as 
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as we are of opinion, that this ftep is 
taken with a defign to prejudice the Com- 
pany’s trading bufinefs, and counteradt 
the meafures, we have been hitherto 
taking for the welfare of trade in gene- 
ral, we dellfe, that you will inhft on 
the Nabob’s revoking that funnud, afid 
colledling duties as before. 

Fifteenthly, We further tranfmit 
you copy of a minute entered, on this 
day’s confultation, by Meff. Johnftoneand 
Hay j and we defire you will make the 
inquiry therein recommended.” 

Additional hijlrudlions to Mejf. Amyatt 
andUxy. Dated h^n\ i, 1763. 

** fT^HE laft letters received from the 
JL Nabob, having been debated on 
at the Board, and it being determined* 
that you fhall proceed to.Coflimbuzar, 
and there wait his anfwer to another let- 
ter, the Prefident has wrote him ; we 
how addrefs- you thefe further inftruc- 
tions on fome points, which h‘ 4 ve oc- 
curred fince we concluded thofe before 
drawn up, . 


By 
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By letters from Patna we are advifed 
of the great want they are in of ficcas, 
for carrying on the inveftment, and of 
the inconvenience and lofs which arifes 
from the exchange of money. We have 
likewife often received letters on this 
lixbjedl, from Coffimbuzar and the other 
fadlories. We therefore defire that you 
will endeavor to prevail on the Nabob, 
to ftrike in his mints only one Ipecies of 
rupees, to be current throughout his go- 
vernment, without any batta, fo long as 
they do not diminifli in weight. But if 
you cannot effedluate fuch regulations, 
you muft reprefent to the Nabob, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the great impediment 
v hich our bufinefs fuffers, from the 
backwardnefs of the Ihroffs, to exchange 
and circulate the Calcutta ficcas j and 
therefore get him to ifiTiie peremptory 
orders to the flirofFs and others, for ef- 
fectuating the currency of the rupees 
coined in our mint, that our bufinefs 
may no longer fuffer fuch interruptions 
and Ioffes from this fource ; and alfo pro- 
cure his orders for .coining three lacks 

K3 of 
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of rupees annually in each of the mints 
of Dacca and Patna, f<j)r the fervice of 
the faftories. We are informed of an 
attack made on a fubahdar, and fifty fee- 
poys, by al)ody of the Nabob^s troops 
from Tekarry j *for the particulars of 
the affair, we refer you to the copy 
of a Patna letter, which you will here- 
with receive ; and we defire, that you 
will require fatisfa<ftion againft the offi- 
cer who commanded them, for declar- 
ing he had the Nabob’s orders, to cut 
all Englifh feepoys to pieces, wherever 
they were found j for having the info- 
lence to propofe to our party, that he 
would let them go, if they would deli- 
ver up their arms and cloathing ; and on 
their refufal, for beginning an attack 
upon them, whereby an havaldar was 
killed, and four feepoys wounded. You 
muft further infill, that this fatisfadlion 
be a public and exemplary punilhment 
before you, or elfe, that he be delivered 
up to us to be tried and punifhed. 

We likewifc tranfmit you fome ac- 
counts of Ioffes, which certain gentle- 
men 
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men have fuftained in their trade by the 
late difturbances and interruptions, the 
amount of which, you muft require of 
the Nabob, to caufe his officers to make 
good; and whatever accounts of the fame 
nature may hereafter be received, ffiall 
likewife be forwarded to you.” 

The articles concerning our right to 
an unlimited free trade, appearing to me 
very unjuft, I thought proper to enter 
my diffent to that part of the inftruc- 
tions, which I did as follows. 

The Prelident’j DiJJent. 

The Prefident obferves, that although 
he figns thefe inftrudlions, in conformity 
to the opinion of the majority of the 
Board, he diflents to the third and four- 
teenth paragraphs, which contain a claim 
of a right to a free trade in all articles, 
whether for foreign or inland trade j ^ntj 
orders for infilling on the Nabob’s re- 
voking the funnud, for an exenaptipn. o^ 
duties, for the reafons more. particularly 
mentioned in confultations .the^ 1 ft and 
24th of March ■ ■■.]■,] >. , 

K 4 Some 

♦ Page 385, Vol. II. and page 72, of this Vol. 
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Some time before this, Syed Buddal 
Cawn, the Nabob’s officer at Lucky- 
poor, having placed a guard upon the 
houfe of one Mahomed Gazy, who had 
formerly been in the fervice of the fac- 
tory, Mr. Middleton, the provifional 
chief of the fadtory, wrote to him, de- 
firing him to releafe the man, which 
Syed Buddul Cawn refufed, and fent him 
a copy of an order, which he had re- 
ceived for that purpofe, from Mahomed 
Alice. In this order, befides the de- 
mands of the government upon Maho- 
med Gazy (againft which we could have 
had no objedlions) this extraordinary rea- 
fon was added, for calling him to an ac- 
count, that he had been in the Englifh 
employ, and was their abettor in their de- 
figns againft the government. The in- 
folence of this expreffion determined the 
Board to take the part of Mahomed Ga- 
zy ; and Mr. Middleton was accordingly 
directed to feiz« Syed Buddul Cawn, and 
fend him to Calcutta ; and, at the fame 
time, a letter was^ wrote to the Nabob, 
infilling on his ^unilhing Mahomed Al- 
ice. 
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lee. Mr. Middleton, in confequence of 
thefe orders, immediately feized Syed 
Buddul Cawn, and fent him a prifoner 
to Calcutta, where he arrived the latter 
end of the month of March. Being 
brought before the Board he exculpated 
hirafelf, by producing feveral letters from 
Mahomed Alice, the moft infolent of 
which I fliall here infert. 

From Mahomed Alice to Syed Buddul 
Cawn. 

** agreeable letter is arrived, 

- 1 - I fully underlland the particu- 
lars contained therein, and from thehir- 
carra likewife, I learned the account of 
the villainies of the Englifh in Lucky- 
poor. I have written preffingly to Aga 
Mahomed Nizam, and Samadan, and 
Aumur Sing, and Jungul Sing, to repair 
all of them with their people unto you. 
I have alfo fent perwannahs, with the 
utmoft difpatch, unto the zemindars of 
Bilwat, Baboopoor, &c. and I have taken 
engagements from every zemindar’s vac- 
keel, about Luckypoor, that their maf- 

ters. 
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ters, the zemindars, will attend upon 
you, and a6l as you fhall diredt them. It 
behoves you, with the utmoft difpatch, 
to repair thither immediately, and bloc- 
kade the palTages for going in and com- 
ing out on all fides of Luckypoor j and 
place ftrong centinels, that no perfon 
whatever may pafs or repafs to and from 
Luckypoor,and that a foul does not elcape. 
Of thofe who claim the f^ngliih protec- 
tion, and make ufe of their name, take 
two or three and crucify them, and feize 
their houfes and effedls. Lay hold of 
their wives and children, and fend 
them ftraitway to me. Be fure not to 
fail in this refpedl, his excellency having 
honored me with his orders to this pur- 
pofe, as you muft be informed from the 
copy of the Governor’s engagement, and 
of his excellency’s perwannah, in con- 
fequence, which I heretofore fent you ; 
and do not entertain the leaft diffidence. 
Regard this my fliort letter, in the light 
of a thoufand letters, and adt according- 
ly. Moreover, let guards be placed to 
keep a good look-out about Luckypoor, 

and 
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and the parts adjacent, until the Nabob’s 
orders arrive, when they will proceed to 
adfc as I lhall write to you. At prefent 
furround it on all fides, and keep a con- 
llant watch. 

You will take extraordinary good care 
of the Europeans at Luckypoor, that they 
get no intelligence from any of their de- 
pendents, either by land or water ; ‘ and 
for fecurity you will fend 200 men, with 
a commander, whom you can rely upon, 
and dire< 5 t them, above all things, to be 
ready for action both night and day.” 

Such a declaration of his inveteracy 
to the Englilh, as was exprelTed in thefc 
letters of Mahomed Alice’s, and the 
many inftances which he had given of 
it throughout his whole condudt, from 
his firll appointment, juftly excited the 
indignation of the whole Board. The 
moft violent readily feized this occafion, 
to infer a fixed refolution in the Nabob 
to break with us ; and that the appoint- 
ment of fuch a man as Mahomed Allec, 
with fuch extraordinary powers, and his 

conduct 
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coftduCt in the execution of them, ^i^ere 
only in confequence of that relblution. It 
was therefore warmly urged to prevent 
the Nabob’s defigns, by declaring im- 
mediate war againft him. 

' This fentiment, however, was op- 
pofed by a majority of the Board, who 
judged it moll proper, in the prefent 
eircumllances, to regard the infults as 
proceeding perfonally from Mahomed 
Alice, and. to chaftize him for it our- 
felves j iince the Nabob, to whom we 
had repeatedly complained againft him, 
had hitherto afforded us no redrefs ; and 
that the Chief and Council at Dacca 
ftiould be ordered te feize, and fend him 
down prifoner to Calcutta. 

In this alternative I cafily joined, as 
well in the hopes of yet preventing a ru- 
inous and unjuftifiable war, as from the 
convitftion of the violent and incendiary 
fpirit of Mahomed Allee j who, if fuffer- 
ed to a(ft longer with impunity, I faw 
would put it out of my power, or even 
of the Nabob’s, to prefcrve peace between 
us. Itis true, thaflhe Nabob, inanlwer 

to» 



TranfaSfiotis in Bengal. 141 

to the demand of the Board for his dif* 
Tniflion) declared, that- he had reipoved 
him from his employment, and lummon* 
ed him to his prefence j but as he Aill 
continued at Dacca, and the Nabob had 
always endeavoured to vindicate his con- 
duit, it was much to be feared, that he 
♦would not only efcape the punilhment 
he deferved, but perhaps be continued 
in his authority, and nave his hands 
ftrengthened with fuch frelh powers, as 
might make it dangerous to attempt af- 
terwards to call him to an account. The 
Nabob’s behaviour upon this occafion 
may be ealily accounted for, from the 
precarious fituation in which he flood 
v/ith the Englifli. When I was with 
him at Mongheer he aflured me, that if 
the complaints which were then alledg - 
ed againfl Mahomed Alice upon enquiry 
proved true, he would both difmifs him 
from his fervice, and feverely punifli him-. 
The fame aflurance he gave me with re- 
fpedl to Sheer Alice, the fougedar of 
Poorneea, who had been guilty of the 
like enmity and milbehaviour to the Eng- 
lifli 
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li^h dependents in that diflridt ; and it is 
very probable, that he was fincere in this 
declaration at that time, lince his intereft 
was moll materially concerned in remov- 
ing every caufe of difagreement from be- 
tween us. But when he perceived the 
llrong oppofition, formed againll him by 
the general alfembly of the Council, and 
that the defign of his enemies was level- 
led openly againll his perlbn and govern- 
ment, it is not to be wondered at, that 
he Ihould be cautious of depriving him- 
felf of the aflillance of perfons the moll 
capable of ferving him, and on whofe 
zeal he had fo much reafon to depend in 
cafe of a rupture with the Englilh. In 
a word, it appears from the Nabob’s 
whole behaviour, from the time that the 
general Council was aflembled, that he 
believed his own ruin to be the object of 
that alfembly ; and every Hep taken by 
the Board, ferved but to confirm him the 
more llrongly in that fatal perfuafion. 
Fatal I call it, fince with fuch a mutual 
dillrull every accident, however trifling, 
was eafily conllrued*^into an intentional 

a(5l 
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of hoftility ; and even the neceflary 
precautions of felf-defence ferved but to 
make the breach irreparable. I believe 
it will be needlefs to point out inftances 
of the effedls of thele prepofleffions, a- 
mpngft the many which occur in the mi- 
nutes of the Council, and the Nabob’s 
letters which I have already inferred. To 
the latter I fliall add one, as it Ihews how 
ealily the Nabob was led away by every 
groundlefs report, and how naturally his 
apprehenfions difpofed him to co-operate 
with the very meafures which tended to 
an open rupture. 

Copy of a "Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated April 15, 1763. 

** T Have to this time repofed an en- 
tire confidence in your fricndfliip, 
but I never fufpedted, that you would 
write me letters filled with profeffions of 
friendfhip and attachment j and whilft I 
remained in fecurity, trufting to your de- 
claration, that you would have difpatch- 
ed your forces in feveral divifions by land 
and water, and thro’, the hills and woods, 

with 
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with guns and artilleryi to thefe parts* 
This kind of proceeding I do not under* 
iland. I before repeatedly wrote to you, 
that I was unequal to this bufinefs. You 
would not agree to it, and now that fuch 
meafures are taken, what fort of dealing 
is this ? As to Mr. Amyatt's coming, 
which you wrote about before, I have no 
objedtion. Recall all your troops, that 
you have difpatched by every road to* 
wards this way, and let Mr. Amyatt pro-r 
ceed hither, in the fame manner that ydu 
cam^ to vilit me j and after his arrival, 
I will behave to hini as becomes me. If 
you confent not to this, and refufe to re- 
call your forces, and are obftinately bent 
upon my dilhonour, I am without reme- 
dy. Let me have your anfwer to this let- 
ter, which I wait for, for it is every man’s 
duty to take care, of his honour.” 

, At this time not a foldier had moved 
from his quarters j nor could I ever guefs 
from whence the Nabob took up this 
groundlefs alarm. It can be attributed 
.only to a prepoirefliorj»£>f the mind, which 

will . 
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will fometimes give the appearance of re- 
ality to any phantom of the imagination. 

The following hiftory occuring in the 
fame order of time, aptly illuftrates the 
truth of the above obfervation, and proves, 
that if the Nabob's fears led him to be- 
lieve every idle report of defigns that had 
no exiftence, either in fadt or probabili- 
ty, our faith was at leaf!: as adlive as his, 
whether fear, or the zeal of party fpirit, 
impelled and gave life to it. It is fcarce- 
ly conceivable, that any perfons fhould 
be»fo blindly prejudiced, as to give en- 
tire credit to a ftory, of the Nabob’s hav- 
ing ordered all the mulberry-trees, and 
cotton-fhrubs in his country, to be root- 
ed up, from no other motive, than a 
mere fpite to the Englifh, and to deprive 
them of the benefits which they enjoyed 
in common with other merchants in the 
produdls of thofe plants ; yet fo great 
was the eagernefs of feveral members of 
the Board, to catch at every report that 
tended to the Nabob’s prejudice, that 
fuch an abfurdity was readily believed, 
and the moft violent meafures propofed 
VoL. III. L in 
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in confequence, as will appear by the 
following papers. 

ExtraSi of Confultation of April 12, (pre^ 
fent Mejf. Vanfittart, Batfon, Cartier, 

. Marriott and Watts.) 

Mr. BatfonV Minute. 

** T\ ^ R- Batson laysbefore the Board 
the following letter from Mr. 
Chambers * at Coffimbuzar. 

'To Stanlake Batfon, Efqi 
Sir, April 3, 1763. - 

“ The many daily occurrences here 
“ and reports convince me, our trade 
** and every thing will fpeedily be put a 
** Hop to, if fome meafures are not taken 
** to prevent it. There is an order pall*- 
** ed for deftroying all the mulberry- 
** trees in the country, and they have 
** actually commenced putting it in ex- 
** ecution; fo that we can expedt no lilk 
** or lilk piece-goods for the enfuing year, 
** if it is not put an immediate Hop to. 
** I hear there is the fame order con- 

** cerning 

* Mr. Chambers vras^c iecond of the factory 
of Coifimhuzar, and had charge of it during Mr. 
Batfon’s abfence. 
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** cerning all the cotton plants, which 
* * will be as detrimental to the white cloth 
** trade. It is puhlickly talked at the 
** city, that the Nabob is determined to 
** get rid of us one way or other ; that 
he has money enough to pay his troops 
** longer than we ihall be able to Hay in 
** the country without trade ; for which 
reafon he will deftroy all the produce 
“ of the country, which may furnifh 
“ trade; for it’s alt one to him, whe- 
** ther we are in the country or not, if 
we won’t pay him any duties ; and he 
** will either oblige us to do that, or 
** quit the country. 

“ Several parties of horfe and foot 
** have arrived at the city, within thefe 
** two or three days, and great prepara- 
** tions are making for defence, in cafe 
“ our army comes this way, as it is re- 
** ported they are coming, and that they 
“ had marched a little way, and were re- 
** called. I thought it proper to acquaint 
« you of the order concerning the mul- 
** berry-trees and cotton, as I think the 
" Governor and Council fhould be ac- 
L 2 ** quainted 
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** quainted therewith, by which they 
** will perceive how our trade is likely 
** to be deftroyed. The tomtoms have 
adtually been about with the orders, 

“ and feveral people fent to deftroy all 
** the mulberry fields. Should you think 
** with me it is neceflary to acquaint the 
“ Board with thefe things, I {hall be o- 
** bliged to you, if you will acquaint 
“ me with the refult. I am, &c. 

** Signed John Chambers. 

“ P. S. I think it would be highly 
“ neceiTary to have a few more feepoys 
“ at this factory. Reports run very 
high and infolent, and I believe was 
** the army to march, we fiiould be fur- 
rounded at this fadlory; and there- 
** fore (hould be glad to have a few fee- 
poys to defend ourfelves. The arms 
of the feepoys here are very bad, I 
** wilh you would apply for fome.” 

He (Mr. Batfon) alfb acquaints the 
Board, that immediately on the receipt 
of this letter, he wrote an anfwer, a- 
greeable to the opinion of the members 
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of the Council then in Calcutta, defiring 
Mr. Chambers, if the intelligence he 
had given him was certain, to confirm 
the fame in a letter to the Board, that 
they might take their refolutions ac- 
cordingly. 

Received a letter from Mr. Cham- 
bers, dated the 9th, acquainting us, in 
confequence of Mr. Batfon’s letter to 
him, that it is beyond all dilpute, that 
tomtoms have been beat in feveral places 
by order of the zilladars, who pretend 
to have received orders from' the Nabob, 
to take up all the mulberry-trees on both 
fides of the great river ; but he cannot 
fay for certain, that they have yet put it 
in execution. 

Prefident’j Opinion in Confequence of 
thefe Letters. 

A s the intelligence, contained in the 
publick letter, differs in fome particu- 
lars from what Mr. Chambers before 
wrote to Mr. Batfbn, the Prefident is of 
opinion, that Mr. Chambers Ihould be 
diredled to acquaint the Board, from 
whence he got his intelligence, regard- 

L 3 ing 
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ing the mulberry-trees ; and to enquire 
in the name of the Board, from Syed 
Mahomed Cawn, whether he has receiV*- 
cd letters from the Nabob to this effeft j 
if he has, to require from him a copy 
of fuch orders, or endeavor by any other 
means to procure a copy, and tranfmit it 
to us. N 

Mr. Watts’r Opinion.. 

Mr. Watts thinks, that the cer- 
tainty of what Mr. Chambers informs 
the Board, in his letter of the 9th 4 n- 
ilant, ought not to be doubted j especi- 
ally, as he had made an inquiry into the 
affair, at the requeft of the majority of 
the Board ; that the general behavior of 
the Nabob has been, and continues to 
be fuch, that further application to him- 
felf or officers, on any points whatfo- 
ever, ought as much as poffible to be 
avoided ; but efpecially in this cafe, as 
Syed Mahomed Cawn mufe know, that 
this information mull ctmie from our 
Chief and Council at Coffimbuzar 5 and 
confequently our doubting the truidi of 
it, mufe leffien the c'^edit of that Board 
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in his eyes. Mr. Watts further thinks^ 
that Mr. Chambers may be wrote to, di- 
him to endeavor to procure co- 
pies of the funnuds and perwannahs, that 
may have been fent down from the Na- 
bob on this fubjedt, or any other proofs 
he may be able to get. 

Mr. Marriott’/ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott agrees in opinion 
with the Prefident. 

Mr. Johnftone’/ Opinion. 

Mr. Johnstone does not think it 
of any confequence to make this further 
enquiry, as Mr. Chambers having been 
wrote to at the defire of the majority 
of the members then in Calcutta, may 
be fuppofed to have fatisfied himfelf of 
the truth of what he now publickly in- 
forms the Board j nor would Syed Ma- 
homed Cawn’s denying to have received 
fuch an order, be any proof of the tom- 
toms not having been beat. Further, 
becaule he thinks the other * pieces of 
L 4 iritelligencej 

* That the Nabob had 'fent bodies of troops to 
different pacts of the countryj ajad was 'bufy in 
warlike preparations. 
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intelligence, which Mr. Chambers gave 
us in his letter, may incline us more im- 
plicitly to the belief of this, and the 
certainty of the N abob’s intentions againft 
us, which we muft hear from Meff. A- 
myatt and Hay, before any anfwer could 
come from Mr. Chambers. 

Afr. CartierV Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier thinks it would be 
proper to dired: Mr. Chambers to enquire 
of Syed Mahomed Cawn, whether he 
has received fuchan order from the Na- 
bob, and to endeavor to get a copy of it. 

Mr. BatfonV Opinion. 

Mr. Batson cannot doubt, but the 
proclamation concerning cutting down 
the mulberry-trees was actually made ; 
and he thinks, the Prefident’s feeming 
ftill to doubt it, and defiring a further 
enquiry to be made for the confirmation 
of it, is with a defign to difcourage Mr. 
Chambers from fending us intelligence, 
agreeable to his practice, in regard to 
the intelligence, which he (Mr. Bat- 
fon) formerly fent ^cfwn in feveral of 

the 
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the Nabob’s and Petrus’s letters 
*The Opinion of the Majority y and Refolu- 
tion in Confequence, 

The majority of the Board being of 
the Prefident’s opinion. Agreed, Mr. 
Chambers be wrote to accordingly.” 

A FEW 

* As the refleftion contained in the latter part 
of Mr. Batfon’s njinute, will be judged to have re- 
quired fome reply, I fliall here infert an extradl of 
the minute which followed, tho’ foreign from the 
fubje£l: in hand ; this may ferve for one inftance of 
the fcandalous and indecent behavior, which by the 
intemperance of' fome of the members, and the 
ready connivance of the reft, had taken place in our 
Councils. 

The Prefident’j ^uejlion to Mr. Batfon. 

“ The Prefident defires Mr. Batfon may be afk- 
cd, whether by feveral of the Nabob’s and Petrus’s 
letters, he means thofe copies of f Perfian letters, 
faid to be the Nabob’s and Petrus’s, read in con- 
fultation the 4th of March, 1762, and which a:f- 
tcr profecuting the enquiry for feveral months with 
the utmoft attention, the Board judged to be not 
authentick. 

Mr. Batfon’r Anfwer. 

Mr. Batfon anfwers, it is thofe letters he means, 
and he doth not find, on perufing the proceedings, 
that the Board did think them- not authentick j'aild 
as the . Prefidqnt has folemnly declared* that- he 

knows 


Page 17, Vol. II. 
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A F E w days after the following an- 
fwer was received. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Chambers to 
the Governor and Council. Dated 
April i6, 1763. 

“ favor of the 12th inftant I 

** A have duly received, in anfwer to 

** your 

knows nothing of Cawn Bafaadre’s coining to Cal- 
cutta, as related in that correfpondence, he deiires 
him to confirm the fame by oath, otherwife he (Mr. 
Batfon) ihall continue to look, on his declaration as 
falfe. 

The Prefident’r Reply. 

Althd’ the Prefident thinks it a very improper 
method of proceeding, that any member of the 
Board Ihould be put to his oath on any occafion, ex- 
cepting where the law requires it ; and that the 
word of every member of the Board Ihould be re- 
garded as an oath ; yet for the fatisfadion of the 
Company, in a matter where their intereft is fo 
much concerned, and in which Mr. Batlbn has 
called his (the Prefident’s) honor fo much in quef- 
tion, he defires he may be put to bis oath before the 
Board. 

The Prefident’x Oath, 

I do folemnly fwear, that I never to my know- 
ledge faw or heard of a man, known by the name 
of Cawn Bahadre ; nor did any man ever make to 
me fuch a propofal, nor didd ever hear of fuch a 
propofal, as he is fatd to have been commiffioned 
with, until the copies of the Perfian letters were re- 
ceived from Mr. Batfon, 
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your queftion, from whence I had my 
intcHigenee ; I can only fiiy from the 
*•* vackeel Kiffcnindec, and feveral other 
** merchants* who, on hearing the re- 
** port, acquainted me widi it, as did 
♦* alfo a coniiderabie dealer in that arti- 
cle, who fays, he was told, that in five 
** days the mulberry-trees muft be all ta^- 
** ken up; but he has heard nothing 
** fince, and I believe it was only a falfe 
** report, occafioned, as I have fince 
** learnt, from a cuftom of tranfplanting 
** once in two or three years. I alked 
** Syed Mahomed Cawn concerning the 
order ; he fays, he has received no fuch, 
** nor given any. I have requefted of 
** him to endeavor to find out the perfons 
** who fpread the report, and to punifii 
** them. The report was not only here, 
« but on the other fide the great river. 
** It will be impollible for me to trace it 
** to the foundation ; I have ufed already 
** every methodin my power,but in vain." 

Notwithstanding the propofcd 
negotiation, the Board judged it expedi- 
ent 
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ent to take early precautions, in cafe it 
Ihould not be attended with fuccefs, by 
forming a plan for the operations of the 
war. The refolutions upon this fdbjedt 
I fhall enter at large, and the debates 
which followed them. I cannot pafs by 
the latter, without taking notice of the 
propofal made by Mr. Johnftone, and 
fupported by Mr. Batfon, for authorizing 
the gentlemen at Patna, to begin the war 
upon the bare appearances of an hoftile 
intention in the Nabob. The fentiments 
of Mr. Ellis were too well known, to 
leave it a doubt, that he would inftantly 
avail himfelf of fuch a power, to declare 
an open rupture, which might have been 
juftified even by the report of a common 
hircarra, or any pretence as loole, which 
he might think fufficient (fince he was 
the judge) to conftrue into an hoftile 
intention in the Nabob. It will be found, 
that when fuch a power was afterwards 
lodged in his hands, fuch was actually 
the confequence. 


ExfraSi 
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ExtraB of Confultation, April 14, 1763. 
(Prefent Mejf. Vanfittart, Adams, 
Batfon, Billers, Cartier, Haftings, 
Johnftone, Marriott and Watts.) 

<* \ LTHO’ it is to be hoped, that the 
.irV difputes with the Nabob will 
yet come to an amicable ilTue, it is thought 
neceflary to be prepared with a plan of o- 
perations, which may be moft expedient to 
infure fuccefs, in cafe of a contrary event. 
It is therefore refolved. 

First, That in cafe of a rupture with 
the Nabob, and the Nabob Ihould march 
towards Patna, in order to attack our 
troops and faiftory there, they fhall en- 
deavour to polTefs themfelves of the city, 
if they think they can accomplifli it with- 
out much lofs, and there remain, until 
they fliall receive further orders from us 
or major Adams. But if they fhould think 
that by attacking the city, they run a 
rifque of failing in the attempt, or of 
lofing many men, they mull then take 
-fuch poft, as they think they can beft de- 
fend themfelves in ; and if they can, 
cover the factory, until they fliall receive 
' further 
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farther orders, as above-mentioned ; chat 
in either cafe, they muft be careful to 
fecure all the provifions they can of every 
kind, and alfo draught and carriage bul- 
locks. 

Secondly, That in cafe of a rupture 
with the Nabob, and he Ihould remain 
at Mongheer, the Patna party ihall adt 
as in the hril cafe. 

Thirdly, That in cafe of a rupture, 
and the Nabob marches down this way, 
the Patna party {hall, after attacking and 
poiTeiTing themfelves of the city, move 
down as far as Ruinulla, to be in greater 
readinefs to join major Adams, and there 
wait for orders, from major Adams, un- 
lefs from an alteration of circumftances^ 
their own diferetion {hall diredt them t© 
axft otherwile. 

That in any of the foregoing cafes> 
thele are our prefent thoughts; but that 
we do not mean by fuch a plan, to re- 
ftrift them from taking any advantage 
that may offer, in cale of a rupture de- 
clared. 

This plan being iettled for the Patna 

party. 
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party, in cafe of a rupture, the queftiott 
i 5 put. 

How they fiiall be informed of a rup- 
ture, or what they ihali conftrue as fuch ? 

Mr. Johnftone’j Opinion. 

Mr. Johnstone thinks, the Nabob’s 
flopping our communication by letter, 
and moving, in confequence, with his 
army and artillery towards Patna, when 
there is no other enemy in the country 
adjacent, againftwhom he may have caufe 
to move, or it ought, in reafon, to be 
believed, that he directs his march, or 
the march of his army, this way, attend- 
ed by any correfpondent a(Ss of hollility 
of his forces flationed at or round Patna, 
fuch as flopping their provifionsand com- 
munication with the country, or oppo- 
fing our people in the execution of their 
bulinefs, might, in the prefent circum- 
flahces, be conflrued by them as a rup- 
ture, and that they might immediately 
proceed to adt as diredled in the plan, 

*The Prelident'j Opinion. 

The Prefident thinks Mr. Johnflone’s 
propofal is extremely vague, and leaves 

it 
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it in the power of the gentlemen at Pat- 
na, by an error in judgment, to involve 
us in a war which we would rather a- 
void, and therefore would propofe, that 
the orders to the gentlemen at Patna 
fhould be after this manner : ** That 
“ they will be inftantly informed by us, 
** if we fhould be obliged to declare a 
“ rupture with the Nabob, and that, 
“ therefore, they mufl wait for fuch in- 
** formation, before they adt upon the 
“ plan laid down, keeping, in the mean 
tithe, well on their guard, and de- 
“ fending themfelves and the Compa- 
** ny’s rights againft all attacks.” That 
he propofes thefe limited orders the ra- 
ther, becaufe he looks upon the party at 
Patna to be of fuch flrength *, as to run 
no rifk from any attack of the Nabob. 

The queflion being put to the reft; of 
the Board, which of thefe opinions fhould 
be adopted. 

Mir. WattsV, &c. Opinion. 

Mess. Watts, Marriott, Raftings, 
Cartier and Billers, agree to the Prefi- 
fident’s. 

Mr.. 


* See the return annexed. 
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Mr. BatfonV Opinion. 

Mr. Batson is of Mr. Johnftone’s 
opinion, becaufe, after the Nabob has 
once commenced hoftilities againft us, 
the tying up our party at Patna, 
from afting on the ofFenfive, as well as 
the defenfive, will give him an advan- 
tage, and fubjedt us to a difadvantage in 
cafes of exigency that may happen. 

Major Adams'j Opinion. 

Major Adams thinks the gentle- 
men at Patna ought not to commence 
hoftilities without the orders of the Board, 
but that, ftiould the Nabob march a large 
force towards Patna, without any appa- 
rent reafon, or otherwifc commit any adt 
of hoftility, they ftiould take any ftep 
for their own fecurity, even to the taking 
of the city of Patna, if it ftiould be deem- 
ed abfolutely neceflary, and there defend 
themfelves without proceeding further, 
until they receive the orders of the Board. 

Opinion of the Majority and Refolution in 
Confequence. 

The majority ot the Board being of 
the Prefident’s opinion. 

VoL. III. M Agreed, 
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Agreed, That ive write to Patna, 
and tranfmit tliem a copy of thefe refo- 
lutions for their government. 

Mr. Johnftone’j Diff'ent. 

Mr. Johnstone begs leave to dilTent 
from this refolution of the majority, or- 
dered to be tranfmitted to Patna, becaufe, 
he thinks the reftraining the gentlemen 
there from adting offenlively, till they 
have notice from hence of our declaring 
a breach with the Nabob, although he 
may proceed to diredt open adts of holli- 
lity againft them, is giving the Nabob 
all the advantages he could delire, Ihould 
his refolution be to attack that detach- 
ment ; the firft, in hopes of overpower- 
ing it before our army can arrive to its 
afliftance. The very intention of our 
council, Mr. Johnftone underllood, was 
to prevent the ill-confequencesthat might 
attend a lloppage of our correfpondence 
by letter, by the Patna party not having 
diredlions how to adt, in cafe the Nabob 
began hoftilities, and prevented our in- 
telligence by removing the dauks, and 
flopping all letters ; fhould the Nabob 
marcli towards Patna,*^we can expedl no 

notice 
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notice of it but from the chief there, 
which, as the dauks will of courfe be re- 
moved, may very probably not reach us 
in lefs than ten or twelve days j as many 
more may elapfe before they receive the 
Board’s declaration of a rupture, by which 
they are tied up at lead: twenty days, not 
to attempt any thing againft the Nabob, 
or the city of Patna, though their only 
hope of taking it, depends on their at- 
tempting it before the Nabob can reach 
it} and their circumftanccs, in regard to 
provifion, and in many other refpefts 
may befuch, as that theirprefervation may 
greatly depend on their carrying it. In 
war, to prevent and defeat the deligns 
of an enemy, is allowed to be juft as well 
as prudent ; but this liberty, fo eflential 
to felf-prefervation, is denied to our fel- 
lowj-fervants, though ever fo fair occa- 
fion may offer. Mr. Johnftone is not 
more for their declaring war and begin- 
ning hoftilities the firft, than any other 
gentlemen at the Board } but he thinks 
it ought, and may be very reafonably 
left to the prudence of the gentlemen at 
M 2 Patna, 
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I^atna, to judge what are open adts of 
hoftility on the part of the Nabob, who 
is already armed and bids us defiance. 

Further Proceedings of the Board. 

It is further refolved. 

That if a rupture does happen, ma- 
jor Adams lhall march with the King’s 
regiment, and all the Company’s troops 
atGherettee and Calcutta; captain Broad - 
brook’s and Maclean’s battalions of fee- 
poys compleated, alfocaptainChampion’s 
company of military from Jellafore, to- 
gether with the following artillery, viz, 
two twelve-pounders, fix lix-pounders, 
and two howitzers. The major is, there- 
,fore, defired to make the neceflary lifts 
of ftores accordingly. And it is further 
refolved. That feven companies of fee- 
poys from Jellafore, and three from 
Burdwan, fhall, in fuch cafe, be ordered 
to Calcutta to compleat the two batta- 
lions, to go with major Adams, and ferve 
for the duties of the Prelidency.” 

On the 18th, we received the follow- 
mg. letter from Mr. Ellis and his council, 
dated March 5, 1 y 6 ^ which will fhew 

how 
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how ftrongly the report prevailed, that 
our forces at Patna would attack the city, 
lince the Nabob’s officer commanding 
there, thought it neceflary to take fuch 
extraordinary precautions for the defence 
of it. It will Ihew alfo, in how much 
contempt they held the Nabob and his 
forces at this time ; although they could 
afterwards exaggerate them as much, 
when it ferved as an argument to fupport 
their application, for a power to a< 5 t as 
they thought proper. 

Letter from Patna. 

TT’OUR favour of the 24th ultimo, 
A we received the 2d inftant, and 
immediately difpatched the letter in- 
clofed therein to the Nabob. As -far as 
we can judge, he inclines not to pacifick 
meafures ; for fince the receipt of your 
letters of the 7th and loth ultimo, he 
has been conftantly fending troops into 
this city j the commanders of his forces 
in different parts of the country here- 
abouts, are under orders to affemble at 
Patna, and fome of them are a<ftually in 
M 3 motion* 
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motion, by which it Teems as if he in-* 
tended a blow at this party j on that head, 
however, we are perfectly eafy, but un- 
der the deepeft concern for the fate of 
the city, which we are hourly apprehen- 
five will be plundered by the licentious, 
undifeiplined rabble within its walls. 
The fuburbs are already entirely deftroy- 
ed, and the wretched fituation of people 
of all ranks, is more eafy to conceive 
than deferibe. 

Meer Mindy Cawn is the name of 
theperfon whom the Nabob has appoint- 
ed his naib here, but to this time he has 
not paid the chief the ufual compliment 
of acquainting him with his arrival ; he 
carries on the preparations for attack or 
defence (for as yet we know not which 
to call them) with more vigor than his 
predecelTor, and thereby adds to the ter- 
ror and alarm of the inhabitants. The 
night before laft, the whole of his people 
were under arms till the morning ; great 
part of yefterday the gates were kept fhut, 
and the relief of our hofyital guard refli- 
fued admittance j upon which, the chief 

wrote 
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wrote him a letter j a copy of it we now 
indole, as likewife of his anfwer. The 
guard has been fince admitted, but the 
burbunna gate ftill remains Ihut. 

It is commonly talked, that the Na- 
bob has fent this Mindy Cawn to drive 
out the Englifh ; but you will judge that 
there is not much danger to be appre- 
hended from a man, whofe talent feems 
chiefly to lie in founding his own praifes. 
His infolence may, however, reduce us 
to the difagreeable neceflity of taking 
the city from him. With the greatcll 
difficulty, we have collected money fuf- 
ficient to pay our Europeans for this 
month, and our feepoys for March ; and 
have not, at this time, a Angle rupee in 
cafh ; we therefore requeft you will take 
the moft fpeedy method of fupplying us.’‘ 

Mr. Johnstone, who had already* 
interrupted the publick bufinefs by per- 
fonal refle< 5 tions on me, for the dillinc- 
tion made by the Nabob in his letter to 
Mahomed Allee, of the Company’s duf- 
M 4 tuck 

* Sec page 77, of this Vol. 
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tuck and my own ; refumed the fame 
fubjed: in the following minute, in the 
confultation of the i8th, to which I 
lhall fubjoin my reply. 

ExtraSiof Confultation of April i8, 1763. 

Mr. Johnftone’s Minute, 

** TV /TR. Johnstone begs leave to re- 
mark, in anlwer to the Prefi- 
dent’s minute of the 28 th of March, that 
the true tranflation of the paragraph of 
the Nabob’s letter, to Mahomed Allee, 
No. 29, hereto fubjoined, done by Mr. 
Gulfton, is very different from that 
which Mr. Vanfittart appeals to, and 
Hands entered in the country correfpon- 
dence, and which Mr. Johnftone objedted 
to at that time, though by not then being 
able to get the original, it could not be 
altered. The very letter produced by the 
Prcfident, which though wrote after the 
appearance of his order of the Nabob’s, 
he would refer to as a proof, that no a- 
greement of this kind had ever been 
mentioned betwixt him and the Nabob, 
•plainly and exprefsly declares the fame 

fenfe 
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fenfe of the paragraph that we have fol- 
lowed, referring to the gomaftahs of 
Mr. Vanfittart’s private bufinefs, who 
might have either th6 Company’s, or his 
own private duftuck, that they lliould 
not be impeded further. 

It does not appear from any line in 
the Nabob’s letter, that the Governor’s 
trade was ftopped, nor any inftance or 
place referred to, which would have 
been the cafe, and particularized, it may 
be fuppofed, as well in regard to them, 
as to his particular gomaft ah Coja W annis. 

By this, and many other of the Na- 
bob’s publick letters and orders, it ap- 
pears, he conlidered and diredled ninep^r 
cent, to be levied on whatever goods are 
purchafed, being the produce of this 
country, without regard to their being 
for exportation or inland trade.” 

HxtraSi of the Nabob’ j Letter ( delivered 
in by Mr. Johnftone.) 

** rr^HE Governor writes to trte, that 
A ** you interrupt his oWrt g6ftiaf- 
tah; notwithftanding in the paper df 

regula- 
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** regulations, there is no diftintftion of 
“ private and publick. Yet, as the Go- 
“ vernor is my friend, I accordingly 
“ write to you, not to impede the go- 
“ maftah of his private trade, that may 
** have with him either the Governor’s 
or Company’s duftuck.” 

The Prefident’j Repfy. 

I N anfwer to Mr. Johnftone’s further 
minute, I obferve, that the only differ- 
ence between Mr. Rogers’s tranflation 
of the poftfcript of the Nabob’s letter to 
Mahomed Allee, and Mr. Gulfton’s 
is, that in the firft it Hands the gomajlah, 
in the other the faid gomajiah j but whe- 
ther the Nabob’s intention was general, 
or particular, all that I affert, is, that I 
never defired, nor would accept of any 
privilege, for my gomaftahs, over thofe 

of 

* See Mr. Rogers’s tranflation, page i, of this 
Vol. Mr, Gulrton’s is the above extradl, delivered 
in by Mr. Johnftonc, who thinks proper to produce 
that part only of the Nabob’s letter, becaufe in the 
beginning of the very fame letter, it appears, that 
the trade in queftion, which Mahomed Alice* had 
flopped, belonging to me, was a part of thirty bales 
of cloth, provided for me with^e Company’s duf- 
tuck. 
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of the reft of the gentlemen in the fer- 
vice } and that I never fealed duilucks 
with any other than the Company’s ufu- 
al duftuck feal. My letter to the Nabob, 
No. I. dated January 24, contained the 
complaint I mentioned, of two parcels 
of my own goods being flopped, with 
the Company’s dufluck, under the charge 
of Ramnaut Holdar, and Coja Afkafuk, 
belonging to Coja Wannis ; and it was 
in confequence of that complaint, the 
Nabob fent the orders in queflion to Ma- 
homed Alice, in which the complaint of 
Coja Alkafuk, and Coja Wannis is par- 
ticularly noticed. As foon as I got a 
fight of thefe orders, I wrote the Nabob, 
as by the extradt entered in confultation 
the 28th of March, to let him fee that I 
did not mean to have any particular in- 
dulgence for my own gomaflahs, but 
expected equal juflice with others.” 

Messieurs Amyatt and Hay remain- 
ed fome time at Coflimbuzar, waiting 
for the Nabob’s approbation of their vifit 
to proceed. His anfwer arrived on the 

20th, 
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20th, and fignified, tho’ relud:antly, his 
confent to receive the deputation. This 
letter, and one received fome days be- 
fore, being laid before the Board, it was 
determined by the majority, after a long 
debate, that Meff. Amy att and Hay Ihould 
proceed. The Nabob’s letters, and the 
debates upon the fubjedt, I fhall enter as 
follows. 

fopy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated April 2, 1763. 

“ T Have been favored with your let- 
**• ter of the 24th of March. I did 
not expedl, that while I was going 'to 
take another country you would fend 
troops into mine. You fome time ago 
wrote to me, while I was at Beteea, that 
the bufinefs of the country, in the dif- 
tridls was obftrudledj and that you Ihould 
fend people to prevent it; but you did 
not write that you would feize and carry 
away my aumils, and dilgrace them. I 
do not write anfwers to Mr. Ellis’s let- 
ters on this account, becaufe, from the 
beginning, he had one meaning in his 

mouth. 
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mouth, and another in his heart; and 
a£ted contrary to what he wrote, as in 
the affair of the opium, where he took 
a bond from all the merchants, by which 
he was to purchafe it himfelf ; and for 
this Mr. Ellis wrote to Nobit Roy. But 
concerning the fait petre, which is the 
Company’s own bufinefs, he wrote no- 
thing, nor did he afk any queftions re- 
lative to it i but at once fent feepoys, 
and feized the aumil of Taajepoor, whom 
he accufed of impeding the fait petre, 
and carried him away bound. As the 
fait petre bufinefs is of the greatefl im- 
portance, it was proper, that he fhould 
write in the fame manner as he did about 
the opium. When feepoys were lent, 
RajahNobitRoyfenthisChubdar to him, 
to know on what bufinefs they were go- 
ing into the perganahs. Mr. Ellis an- 
fwered, that when they returned from 
their bufinefs, he would know. A Co- 
py of Nobit Roy’s letter I inclofe. If 
any one had refufed to liften to him, then 
he might have fent people to prevent hi^ 
bufinefs being obflrudted, not tobind and 

carry 
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carry away my officers. I before wrote 
you, that I was coming to Rajcmahl, 
and would adl according to your direc- 
tions ; but not regarding this, you fent 
people to the diftrifts, and created dif- 
turbances. Unable to help myfelf, I 
have taken off all duties. 

If notwithilanding this, you fend peo- 
ple to the perganahs, I ffiall doubtlefs 
imagine you have another ally in view. 

With regard to your fending Mr. A- 
myatt, I before wrote, that of mercantile 
affairs, nothing is left to be fettled. I 
have now only the revenues of a fmall 
parcel of land. If you lend him to regu- 
late this, let me know. As to mercantile 
affairs, I have relinquilhed every thing, 
and nothing remains for him to negoti- 
ate. In future, Ihould you have any 
thing to do in refpe<9: to the revenues of 
the country, do it with fomc other perlbn. 

I N regard to the expreffion of fervants 
and men of low condition^ which is thought 
to refleQ: on the gentlemen of Council. 
Hitherto I have had no knowledge of 
the gentlemen of the Council. The fer- 

^ ' rvants 
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vants and men of low condition, are what- 
ever perfons make a difference between 
the reputation and bufinefs of the Com- 
pany and mine, and endeavor to create a 
diffurhance and difputes between us, and 
what can be more plain and exprefs than 
this ? In a place where one man, or let- 
ter of yours, would be fuffieient to clear 
your bufinefs, and carry it on in a pro- 
per manner there, to fend feepoys (fer- 
vants and men of low condition) and 
companies of feepoys, to take my officers 
and carry them away bound, and do their 
utmoft to make a difturbance between 
you and me. Confider, Sir, whether 
this is a proceeding of men of low cha- 
rader, or of men of rank and dignity?” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated ii, 1763. 

** T Have received yourfriendly letter, 
in which you write me, that “ if 
you and the gentlemen of Council 
“ were inclined to bring on a rupture, 
** the difputes and hoftile proceedings, 
** in feveral places, would have given 

“ fufficient 
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fufficient occafion for declaring it im-* 
“ mediately; but that a rupture, and 
** the fetting up another Nazim, is by 
“ no means your delire, for which rea- 
** fon you had appointed Mr. Amyatt, 
** and Mr. Hay, to confer with me, that 
“ the difturbances might be put an end 
** to, and our friendlhip confirmed ; and 
** that belides the article of culloms, 
“ they had other articles in charge, 
** therefore, I Ihould write to thofe two 
“ gentlemen, deliring them, in a friend- 
** ly manner, to come ; for with refpeft 
** to the culloms, the orders lately given 
** by the lircar, were not conlillent with 

the Company’s rights and interells ; 
“ and that if I lliould refufe to confer 
** with thofe two gentlemen, it would 
** occafion a rupture between us.” Sir, 
it is furprizing, that you do not fee the 
actions of your own people, and will not 
give credit to them. 

Notwithstanding the treaties be- 
tween us and the country, and the mo- 
ney I have given for the Company’s ar- 
my, the only favor lliewn me on all lides, 

,1. is 
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is the fending troops, and feizing the 
aumils of the diftri<ft of Dacca, attack- 
ing and beating the tannadars of Jatira- 
poor ; and, on the Patna fide, taking 
my aumils, and keeping them in prifon. 
What are greater hoftilities than thefe ? 
It is furprizing, that you do not fee the 
difturbances of your own people, and 
will derive every thing, tending to hofii- 
lities, from my words and letters j and 
having prepared an army, the gentlemen 
hold themfelves ready to begin a war 
with me. I am really ftruck with a- 
mazement. 

With refpeit to Mr. Amyatt and Mr. 
Hay, I before wrote, that if they came 
only on a vifit, my houfe was theirs. 

Now I write again, that if they come 
with only one or two companies of ne- 
celTary attendants, I have no objection. 
But I muft remark, that on the one fide, 
you ufe only violent meafures ; while on 
the other, looking towards the treaties 
between us, you fend to confer. A con- 
ference, attended with fuch unreafonable 
violences, never was heard of in any 
VoL. III. N 


conn- 
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country, and certainly you intend to do 
nothing contrary to cuftom. 

By what you write of other articles 
of bufinefs, befides the cuftoms, I un- 
derftand, that for this remaining coun- 
try, which is left for my ihare, you have 
appointed me aumih or regard me as 
wadadar, or zemindar, or gomaftah, or 
muttafeddee j that you have given in 
charge to the faid gentlemen other ar- 
ticles of builnefs, exclufive of cufloms. 
Write me fully and explicitly of this, 
that I may be acquainted and a<St accor- 
dingly.” 

ExtraSi of Confultation of the zoth of 
April, 1763. ( Prefent Mejf. Vaniittart, 
Batfon, Cartier, Haftings, Johnftone, 
MarriotttfWWatts.) Ti6^Nabob’s Eet^ 
ter of the nth Infant y being read and 
debated on at the Board, as alfo his An~ 
fver to Mr. Amyatt’r Better 'wrote at 
the fame time. 

queftion was put, whedio: 

-I. MefT. Amyatt and Hay ihould in 
confequence be recommended to proceed 
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to Mongheer, and demand of the Nabob 
a definitive anfwer to the points contain- 
ed in their inftrudtions. 

Mr, Watts’j Opinion. 

Mr. Watts is of opinion, that the 
prefent letters received fiom the Nabob, 
are as evafive as thofe read in confulta- 
tion the nth of April; and that they 
are not in the leaft fatisfadtory, therefore 
thinks, from the treachery the Moors are 
famous for, and the Nabob’s difpofition 
and charadter, that it is unfafe for 
Meff. Amyattt and Hay to proceed j but 
as every method ought to be tried to pre- 
vent a rupture, he propofes, that the 
letter be fent to thofe gentlemen, and if 
they believe no rifk would attend them, 
he is of opinion, it would certainly be 
very proper for them to proceed to Mong- 
heer, and demand a pofitive anfwer to 
their inftrudlions. 

Mr. Marriott’/ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
a copy of the Nabob’s letter to the Pre- 
fident, and his letter to Mr. Amyatt, 
Ihould be tranfinitted to Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay ; and that they Ihould be re- 
N 2 commended 
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com/nended to proceed to Mongheer,and 
require, from the Nabob, a definitive 
anfwer to every point of their inftruc- 
tions, as being the moft fpeedy and cer- 
tain method of bringing things to a con- 
clufion. 

Mr. Johnftone’j Opinion. 

I THINK the Nabob gives not MelT. 
Amyatt and Hay any greater encourage- 
ment to go on their deputation, by the 
letters now before us, than in thofe he 
wrote of the 2 d inftant. The Nabob 
only confents to receive their vifit, if 
tliey come as friends ; but without fatif- 
fying us, he will treat with them on bu- 
finefs, on which we had demanded a po- , 
fitive anfwer ; and the expreflions of his 
letters induce me to think, he will make 
ufe of this pretext, of his not having 
confented to enter on bufinefs, to decline 
treating on any of the points for which 
thefe gentlemen are deputed. 

I WOULD leave it to thofe gentlemen 
to judge and decide, whether they have 
fuflicient reafon to proceed in hopes of 
fuccefs from fuch an equivocal letter; and, 
in the mean time, w<?uld have all the 

llores 
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ftores tran(ported to Gherettee, and all 
the other preparations made agreeable to 
the indent of major Adams. That what- 
ever refolution be taken hereafter, a day 
may not be loft in waiting after we have 
determined. 

Mr. Haftings’r Opinion. 

The Nabob, in my judgment, plain- 
ly declares, that he is very willing to re- 
ceive Mr. Amyatt’s vifit, and only ex- 
preffes his fears, left he ftiould be go- 
ing upon an hoftile intention j for this 
rcafon, and to put a ftop to the infur- 
reclions which thefe difputes have given 
rife to, in the province of Bahar, and 
the alarm Ipread thro’ both provinces, 
I think MefT. Amyatt and Hay fliould 
proceed, without lofs of time, on their 
deputation. 

Mr. Cartier’j Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier is of the fame opinion 
with Mr. Marriott. 

Mr. Batfon’j Opinion. 

In the fenfe I underft'and the Nabob’s 
letters, he ftill refufes to treait with MelT. 
Amyatt and Hay on any matters of bu- 
finefs, and ftill continues in the fame evil 
N 3 difpo- 
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dilpofition towards us ; I therefor^ think 
it improper for thofe gentlemen to pro- 
ceed on their deputation > 

The Prefident’r Opinion^ and that of the 
Majority. 

The Prefident agrees in opinion with 
Mr. Marriott j and that appearing alio 
to be the opinion of the marjority. 

Refolution in Confequence. 

Agreed, that we do write accordingly 
to Meff. Amyatt and Hay.” 

Whilst this point was in debate, 
the following letter was received from 
the Chief and Council at Patna to the 
Board. Dated April ii, 1763. 

** TT is highly necelTary, thatyou fliould 
bring matters to a Ipeedy ilTue with 
the Nabob, for the difaffedled zemindars, 
and other male-contents, taking the ad- 
vantage of his infamous and foolifh be- 
havior, are rifing up in arms, and threa- 
ten deftrudlion to the country. He has 
already loft Beteea, and we have intelli- 
gence, that Camgar Cawn, Baboo Cawn, 
and fome other Chiefs, are plundering the 
country about Doudnagj)’. The Bougc- 

poor 
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poor Rajahs are alfp affembling forces on 
the other fide of the river j and we dai- 
ly expedt to hear of their entering and 
-poflefiing thepifelves of their antient do- 
mains.” 

Whatever was the defign of thofe 
gentlemen, in painting, in fuch ftrong 
colors, the troubled fi:ate of the province 
of Bahar, it could not but have fome 
weight with the Board, in fliewing the 
neceflity of putting an end as fpeedily 
as pofiible to our difputes with the Na- 
bob, and muft have afforded a convinc- 
ing argument of the little inclination the 
Nabob could have to protradl them, 
fince the confequences, according to this 
reprefentation, appeared fo fatal to his 
country, and deftrudtive to his govern- 
ment. At the fame time, truth obliges 
me to obferve, that the whole ftory was 
without foundation, it being well known, 
that the province never enjoyed a flate 
of more perfedl tranquility. Not a ze- 
mindar in the country, ever lifted up his 
hand againft the Nabob, from the be- 
ginning of our troubles ; and Camgar 
N 4 Cawn, 
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Cawn, in particular, upon the firft call, 
joined him with all his forces. The a- 
verfion which the Nabob fliewed toMelT. 
Amyatt and Hay’s vilit i^very obferva- 
ble, thro’ every one of his letters, and 
the reafon is as obvious. He was now 
firmly perfuaded by Mr. Ellis’s condudt, 
and the approbation it met from the 
Board, that they were refblved to break 
with him ; and he well knew Mr. A- 
myatt’s connection with that gentleman, 
and his difaffedtion to himfelf. Thele 
circumftances, added to the report (which 
he readily believed) of our forces being 
actually on the march againft him, made 
him conceive, that the propofed nego- 
tiation was only a blind to other defigns ; 
and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay were 
going to conduct or affill them. I thought 
no way fo likely to convince him his 
apprehenfions were groundlefs, as the ar- 
rival of thofe gentlemen, when he would 
fee, with his own eyes, that they had 
only a fmall efcort. 

On the fecond of May a letter ar- 
rived from the Nabob, addreifed to the 
Company, of which the> following is a 
tranflation. Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the ^dhoh to the 
Company. Dated April 21, 1763. 

** ^T'H E particulars of the ruinous 
A Hate of Bengal, you will have 
been doubtlefs acquainted with from the 
writings of Mr . V anfittart, your Governor, 
and the other gentlemen of the Council, 
the fame I will briefly lay before you. 

The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Cawn, by the afliftance of Colonel Clive, 
became Nazim of Bengal. But by rea- 
fon of the infirmities of old age, he was 
incapable of bellowing that attention 
which was neceflary to the adminiflra- 
tion of affairs ; efpecially after the death 
of his fon by a flroke of lightning, when 
an excefs of grief and afflidlion, depriv- 
ed him of the exercife of his reafon and 
underflanding, and added to the infirmi- 
ties of old age. At this time the Prince 
of the empire, whilfl his father was yet 
in pofTcffion of the throne, by reafon of 
the enmity of the Omrahs coming down 
from Delly, arrived in the diflri£ts of 
Patna, and caufed great troubles there, 

Althq' 
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Al T H o’ Aulumgheer, his father, wrote 
to Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, to fend 
the Prince to his prefence ; yet, as the 
Prince had no fixed refit^nce, the en- 
deavors of the Nabob afore-named, and 
of the Englifh army, were productive of 
no profitable effedt, whilft the revenues 
of the country were entirely obftruCted, 
and the bufinefs alfo of the Company’s 
commerce was much impeded. Dur- 
ing this confufion, theNabob afore-nam- 
cd became indebted about two crores of 
rupees to his army, and the troops of 
the Company, befides the debt owing 
to the Sircar of the Company, from the 
Nabob afore-named j of which, from 
his extreme negligence, and want of au- 
thority, he was unable to difeharge the 
fmalleft part*, and he was reduced to fuch 
an extremity, that the army furrounded, 
and tumultuoufly gathered about him 
every day for their arrears, whilft the 
demands of the Royal treafure became 
more preffing. 

Besides this, he was indebted to o- 
ther merchants ; and the Morattas lay at 

^ the 


* In the original, the tenth of a tenth. 
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the diftance of five or fix cofs from 
Moorfhedabad, encreafing the general 
diforder, and pofieffing themfelves of the 
whole coun^. Upon this occafion, the 
honor and dignity of the Nabob afore- 
named, was openly attacked by the hands 
of the army and other people, who fur- 
rounded his houle, and crowded upon and 
underneath his walls, loading him with 
opprobrious language, and raining ftones 
and bricks upon him. 

When I faw things come to this pafs, 
and the army and the people, who, from 
the profped: of their impending ruin, had 
applied themfelves to me, were a little 
appealed ; I offered myfelf as fecurity for 
the arrears of the army, and I fatisfiedthe 
people. Then, by the means of Mr. 
Haftings, I made known to the Gover- 
nor, Mr. Vanfittart, the extremity to. 
which my honor was reduced j the uni- 
vcrfal confufion which reigned in the 
Nizamut, that all methods had proved in- 
effectual, and that the people and the ar- 
my had applied themfelves to me, and 
therefore 1 defired him to come and af- 

fill 
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lift me. The Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, 
feeing the diforderly Hate of theNizi- 
mut, and of the currency of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, judged ithighly advifeable, 
that I fhould be inverted with the di- 
redtion of^ the affairs of the country, and, 
the command of the forces of the Nabob 
afore-named j with this view, he came 
with feme of his council to Moorfheda- 
bad, and advifed the Nabob in thefe 
terms. “ Do you remain at cafe and in 
** quiet in the palace, and entrurt all 
** your affairs to him *, who will ferve 
** you with his heart and life, and ef- 
** fedlually rertore good- order to your 
** country.” The Nabob afore-named, 
not confenting to remain at Moorfheda- 
bad, immoveably declared that he would 
go to Mecca, and accordingly, with this 
defign, departed to Calcutta, where I 
have ever fince remitted a monthly fum 
for his fubfirtence. For this caufe, re- 
garding the welfare of the people, and 
the prefervation of my own honor and 
character, which were united with the 

Nabob 

* Meer Coflitn. ^ 
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Nabob afore-named, I ftrenuoufly ap- 
plied myfelf to the management and ef- 
tablifliment of the affairs of thefe pro- 
vinces. 

The Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, repre- 
fented to me, that the Company fuffered 
a great lofs by the heavy expences of the 
Englifh forces, and he defired that I 
would affign a tra< 5 t of land for their pay, 
and they fhould attend me, and be of 
fervice to me : I replied, that I would 
pay them ready money. When he con- 
fented not to this, exclulive of the ready 
money, effects, lands, and the farm of 
falt-petre, given by the Nabob Mcer 
Jaffier Cawn, I afligned three diftri<Sts, 
which produced an income of fifty lacks 
of rupees for the charges of the forces of 
the Company ; that they might colledl 
the rents as they pleafed, and apply them 
to the defraying of their expences, and 
when called upon, afford me affiflance. 
Befides this, I furnifhed five lacks of ru- 
pees, as an afiiflance which was necef- 
fary for the charges of the Company’s 
forces, in the liege of the fort of Pondi- 
cherry. 



19a ^ Hakk AT IM-B. of the 

cherry. Alfo, twenty lacks of rupees, 
the debt owing from the Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Jafiicr Cawn, I entirely dif- 
charged. At that time, the troubles 
caufed by the Prince increafing, I march- 
ed from Moorfliedabad to the province 
of Bahar, expefting to be affifted by the 
Company’s forces and as the father of 
Shah ♦ Aalum was dead, I addrelTed the 
Shah, requeuing, that whatever impro- 
per meafures had been taken by Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, he would par- 
don my offences, and the fums due to 
the imperial fircar I would pay. But 
fcveral gentlemen and chiefs of the Com- 
pany’s forces (of whom there were at 
that time many difmidlons and changes) 
making certain agreements with the 
Prince, conducted him to Patna, and 
affociating with fome of the muttafed- 
dees of the Nizamut, and having taken 
the fort of Patna into dieir own poflef- 
fion, they laid me under an heavy ex- 
pence to my troops for fix months, and 

ftrovc 

* The name afiumed by the ‘ftincr, on the death 

fvf his fd.ther, ^ 
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ftrove to throw aU my affairs into difor- 
dcr. By thebleffing of God, Mr. Van- 
Bttart remaining firm to his treaty and 
agreement, called fcvcral gentlemen from 
Patna to Calcutta, fo that their dehgns 
proved abortive ; and by paying and pro- 
mifing, I prevailed upon Shah Aalum to 
return toward the imperial city. What 
I have done theie three years for the 
welfare of the people, the care of the 
’country, the prcfervation of your friend- 
ship, and the currency of your affairs, is 
as manifefl as the fun. There is no oc- 
cafion for me to write it, and without 
doubt, you have been fufficiently inform- 
ed of it from the addreffes of your Go- 
vernor, Mr. Henry Vanfittart. The con- 
dition of thefe three years, how fhall I 
write, and what I have fuffcrcd, and yet 
do fuffer, from the hands of feveral gen- 
tlemen ? The dame of enmity every day 
rifes higher ; whatever they pleafe they 
do, binding and carrying away my offi- 
cers ; whatever comes into their mouths 
they fpeak, and they place guards upon 
my houfes and forts. 


On 



192 ^ NaRR ATlVt ^ 

On any taxable goods impoi^ed, I have 
never troubled them for one rupee j and 
fuch of the moft valuable commodities of 
the country, as they have bought and 
carried to other ports, have paiTed in like 
manner, without any demand from me 
for duties upon them. Yet not contented 
with this exteniive trade in all articles free 
from duties, they carry on a trade in 
many things not cuftomary, fuch as dried 
fifli, ftraw, bamboos, beetle-nut, ’^^falt;^ 
tobacco, timbers, and other trifling ar- 
ticles, which ufed to afford the means of 
fubflAance to the poor and indigent in 
the country, nor are fit for exportation, 
nor can produce any profit to the Com- 
pany j and for their own trade and ad- 
vantage they raife difputes. 

By fuch means, the poor, and the in- 
habitants of the country were reduced 
to, and ftill continue in ruin and mifery ; 
of all thefe matters I wrote repeatedly to 
the governor, Mr. Vanfittart. Alitho* 
he did not confider, nor do juftice to the 
poor, nor redrefs their oppreflions, yet 
for my fake he came to me, and agree- 

- ing 
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ing to a ftnall duty on goods bought and 
fold in the country, he returned to Cal- 
cutta. But feveral gentlemen of the 
council, not regarding the words or ails 
of the Governor, proceeded to improper 
and unbecoming meafures, and fixed the 
root of enmity fo deep, that there was 
no refource left in Bengal, and the dif- 
orders of the Nizamut are daily increafing. 
Whatever I fay or write upon this occa- 
fion, -thefe gentlemen will not confider, 
nor do me juftice ; difregarding the treaty 
and good name of the Company, they 
defire not to abfiain from hurting their 
own charadlers with the Company, nor ' 
to abide by our agreement. 

But I have one hope yet left in the 
juftice of the Company, fince in the pre- 
fence of the Company, the iniquity of 
any one, whether relation or ftranger, 
fervant or friend, meets not with coun- 
tenance ; and fuch prailices as tend to 
the fubverfion of the country, and the 
ruin of the inhabitants, will, upon no 
account, be approved of by you. Af- 
furedly, on hearing thefe things, you will 

VoL. Ill* O gracioufly 
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gracioufly befriend me j and I, for my 
own part, ever attentive to the friend- 
fhip, the confirmation of the union, and 
the obfervance of the treaty and agree- 
ment with the Company, which I have 
in my hands, under the feal of the Com- 
pany, do remain, and will continue, in 
quiet and forbearance to the utmoft of 
my power. I have that reliance on your 
friendfhip and benevolence, that you will, 
in the ftridleft manner, enjoin the chiefs 
of the army, and the gentlemen that re- 
fide in, or may come into thefe parts to 
afiift and befriend me according to the 
treaty and agreement, nor in contradic- 
tion thereto, to labour at introducing 
diforders into the country, and amongft 
the inhabitants. 

It is proper that you grant me an an- 
fwer to this addrefs, that hereafter I may 
have a written pledge of your afFedlion 
and kindnefs, to fhew to thefe gentlemen, 
that your affairs and mine may be con- 
dudted in a proper manner. In this view 
I fhall ufe my endeavors, and labour with 
my heart and life in promoting tlie fuc- 
ccfs of your affairs. Ir 
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If you refufe me this, this province, 
on which your commerce and my Niza- 
mut depend, will be one entire fcene of 
ruin and mifery, without any refource 
left ; and with the payments to the royal 
treafury, the charges of the army, and 
other necelTary expences, I fliall be in- 
volved in inextricable diflrefles. For your 
information I have reprefented this. What 
more lhall I trouble you with ? May the 
degree of your wealth and profperity be 
for ever encreafing”. 

From the good fenfe and temper ap- 
parent in this letter, I now began to 
flatter myfelf with the hopes of a recon- 
ciliation i nor were they a little encou- 
raged by the good opinion I had of Mr. 
Amyatt, whom, in fpite of the lengths 
to which the violence and unhappy in- 
fluence of others had driven him, I knew 
to be poflfefled of a moderate dilpofition, 
and by nature, the moft ill-fuited to the 
litigious feenes in which he had unwarily 
engaged. The Nabob had always pro- 
feflfed a favorable opinion of him; and as 

O 2 by 
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by this time he muft have been con- 
vinced, that the report of our forces be- 
ing on the march againft him, was with- 
out foundation, his objedtions to the 
vifit muft vanifli of courfe. I therefore 
made it my endeavor, in all my letters 
to the Nabob, to convince him of the 
good intentions of Mr. Amyatt, and to 
perfuade him to yield to the terms which 
were prefcribed to him, repeating the 
aflurances of my own unchanged attach- 
ment, with promiifes pf redrefs from the 
juftice of the Company, to which he had 
appealed. But it was now too late, our 
differences had taken too deep root to be 
removed : Mr. Ellis, encouraged by the 
fupport afforded him by the Board, conr- 
tinued to widen the breach ; and the Na- 
bob, tired out with repeated provocations, 
and more plainly convinced of my inar 
bility to protedt him, loft all temper, 
and (hewed himfelf from this time fcar<?e 
lefs violent than his enemies. 

On the 9th of May we received the 
following letter from the chief and coun- 
cil at Patna. 

^ Patna 
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Patna Letter to the Board. 

TX/E have received your favor of 
▼ V the 1 4th inftant, with the re- 
iblutions of the Board, which as far as 
we can comprehend them, will not al- 
low us to conftrue any a(5t of the Nabob 
as hoftile, although ever fo greatly ten- 
ding to our ruin, but we are to wait un- 
til we have notice from you of a rupture 
being declared. Who there may be to 
receive your commands is hard to fay, 
but moft probably, neither any of us, 
nor of the party now here, as we Ihall 
clearly evince. 

We have had intelligence (not from 
hircarras) that if the army ihould come 
from Calcutta, theNabob intends march- 
ing here to attack usj in which cafe, he 
will certainly remove our dauks, and cut 
off all communication by that channel. 
It will be the third day of his march be- 
fore we can receive certain advice of it ,• 
and a lingle coflid will be twelve days 
reaching Calcutta, provided he meets 
with no impediment; but it is more 
probable that, at fuch a jun<fture, he ne- 
O 3 vcr 
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ver gets there, and ftill more fo, that 
your anfwer never reaches us. 

How then are we to adt ? This faftory, 
it is well known, is not tenable if attack- 
ed from the city, and to abandon it, will, 
amongft many other evils, give fuch a 
fliock to the Ipirit of our troops, as may 
induce the greatell part of our feepoys, 
(in whom our principal ftrength conlifts) 
to defert us, and go over to the Nabob, 
where they are better infured of fuccefs, 
and will meet with ample encouragement, 
which has not been fpared, even when 
there was no appearance of a rupture, to 
thofe who would defert with their arms. 
Another fubftantial reafon why we can- 
not leave the factory, is, pur having put 
our ammunition, for its greater feeurity, 
in the lower part of the houfe, the ma- 
gazine where it before lay, being liable 
to be blown up by a common rocket. 

But let us fupppfe, for a moment, 
that on the Nabob’s, marching againl): us, 
we quit the factory and take poft; are 
we to facrifice our furgeons and fick who 
refide in the city ? For it cannot be fup- 

pofed. 
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pofed, that they will be permitted to 
conje out, or if they could, the fituation 
of moft of them is fuch, that their being 
brought into the air, will be attended 
with certain death. When we have for- 
tified ourfelves in this poft, our affairs 
are not at all mended j for the Nabob 
has only to furround and ftarve us, whilfl: 
we, dying by inches, lit waiting for your 
orders, which can never arrive, but with 
the arniy, and that at the fooneft will be 
forty days after his march from Mong- 
heer. How are we to fubfift all this 
time ? The Nabob feizes all provifions 
coming from Bengal ; and fuch is the 
fcarcity here, that had it not been for 
the gunge, which lb much pains was 
taken to abolilh, we had long e’er now 
been obliged to take up arms, to procure 
our daily fuftenance j but was there plen- 
ty, we have not a rupee to purchafe it. 
With the utmoft difficulty we have fcra- 
ped money together to pay our troops, 
for thefe two months paft j and, at this 
time, have not fufficient to difcharge a 
fourth part of the demands, that will 
O 4 be 
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be upon us in a few days, altho’ we ac- 
quainted you of the lownefs of our cafli 
as long ago as the 2d of February. This 
party, ’tis true, runs no rilk from the 
Nabob, provided we are allowed to adt, 
and make the moft of every advantage 
that may offer ; but if our hands are ti- 
ed, our deflrudion becomes inevitable, 
fuch a body as this mu ft ever adt offen- 
jfively and vigoroufly, and nip the de- 
ligns of the enemy in the bud. ’Tis 
by fuch condudl only, that they can hope 
to preferve themfelves ; and, furely, it 
is juft and laudable to make ufe of every 
means, providence has put in our power* 
to defeat the attacks of a cruel and 
faithlefs enemy. 

Our fafety lies in maftering the city, 
by a coup de main, before the Nabob 
gets into it j for, afterwards, it may be 
impradticable, and the confequence of 
our adling on the defenfive any where 
but in the city, we have already pointed 
out. Our diftance from Calcutta is ve- 
ry great, and whenever theN abob marches 
this way, our communication will be cut 

off. 
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off; and moft prob^ibly not opened but by 
your army. If therefore we ihould obey 
nature’s firft law, we hope we flialt hot 
be found culpable, tho’ it may not per- 
feftly coincide with your orders. 

W E cannot conclude without obferv- 
ing to you, that we think we have no 
ways merited the diffidence you exprefs, 
nor given the leaft reafon ever to fulpeft, 
that we would involve the Company in 
a war by any rafli or unpremeditated ftep. 
We rather think, that we have given proof 
of a contrary difpoiition, in bearing the 
many infults we have received, particu- 
larly fince Mehdee Allee Cawn has been 
appointed Naib here, whofe people have 
even dared to abufe and call us oppro- 
brious names aloud from the walls. We 
{hall be as far as any, to whom the ma- 
nagement of the Company’s affairs are 
entrufted, from bringing them into dif- 
ficulties j but when it is really neceflary, 
{hall endeavour to a< 5 t with a fpirit that 
becomes fubjecfts of Britain, and fervants 
of her greatefl commercial body. 

Your letters are always one, and of- 
ten 
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ten two days earlier in date than any o- 
thers from Calcutta, which gives the Na- 
bob a great advantage in point of intel- 
ligence. We therefore requeft you will 
order them to be difpatched with the ut- 
mod: expedition.” 

I CANNOT help remarking here, up- 
on the unbecoming ftyle and falie reafon- 
ing ufed in this letter. Inftead of a de- 
cent reprefentation of their opinion, it 
is a paflionate exclamation againll the or- 
ders of the Board, which they endeavor 
to make appear unintelligible, and in- 
confiftent with the fafety of the Com- 
pany’s factory and troops at Patna. 

The orders of the Board, at which the 
chief and council of Patna are fo much 
offended, were thefe * j that in cafe of 
a rupture with the Nabob, we fhould 
give them the earlieft notice, which they 
were to wait } and, in the mean time, they 
were to content themfelves with defend- 
ing the Company’s interefts and property 
againfl all invaders. This furely was fuf- 

ficient, 

* See page 162, of this Vol. 
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iicient, for what danger could we appre- 
hend to fo llrong a detachment as theirs, 
from any number of the Nabob’s forces. 
They themfelves always called them an 
undifciplined * rabble, and gave an -f- in- 
ftance of 4000 repulfed by 50 of our fee- 
poys, who made good their retreat from 
Gyah to Patna, upwards of eighty miles. 
Money we fupplied them with fo plen- 
tifully, that when they quitted the fac- 
tory, they carried off fixty thoufand ru- 
pees in cafh, which fell afterwards into 
the Nabob’s hands. 

They are offended, that it was not 
left to them to declare a rupture when 
they thought proper, ** becaufe they had 
** certain intelligence (not fromhircarras) 
“ that the Nabob was determined, up- 
on the firft notice of the march of any 
** troops from Calcutta, to proceed with 
** all his force to attack the detachnient 
of our troops at Patna.” 

In anfwer to which, I fay firft, that 
I believe the determination of peace and 
war, was never known to be left in the 

hands 

* See page 1 64, of this Vol. f See page 88, ibid. 
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hands of any inferior power j and, fc- 
condly, that if the power of declaring a 
rupture with the Nabob, had been left 
to the Chief and Council at Patna, it 
was to be apprehended, that partly thro* 
falfe intelligence, and partly thro’ their 
particular indifpoiition towards the Na- 
bob, they would be induced to declare 
againfl him, without real or fufficient 
reafon, and contrary to the intentions of 
the Board. Indeed, I muft add, that it 
was my own firm perfuafion, that they 
only fought fuch a power for a fandtion, 
to the immediate execution of their own 
defigns. 

For proof that their intelligence was 
fometimes fallible, I refer to that very 
article, which they call ** certain," of the 
Nabob’s intention to march to Patna, 
upon the firft notice of any of our troops 
fetting out from Calcutta. It was plain 
frdm the Nabob’s letter already infert- 
cd *, that he had received fuch accounts 
of our troops fetting out from Calcutta, 
as he beUeved to be true ; and yet he 

fliewed 

* See page 143, of tdiis Vd. 
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(hewed not the leaft fign of marching 
towards Patna. In like manner, in thd 
Patna letter, of the 1 5th of March, we 
were advifed of the Nabob’s being en- 
camped at Poonarek, and that he defign- 
ed to march back to Patna, to attack 
our troops ; but we heard for certain the 
next day, that he had proceeded quietly 
to Mongheer. Many more inftances, 
were it neceffary, might be produced 
from the Patna letters, of miftaken in- 
telligence. For proof of their particu- 
lar indifpofition towards the Nabob, arid 
their endeavors to aggravate every acci- 
dental circumftance into a crime againlf 
him, I might refer to numberlefs paffages 
in their letters j but I believe thole which 
have already occurred, in the courfe of 
thi^narrative, will be fufficient, nor heed 
the fupport of further quotations. 

Whilst MelT. Amyatt and Haywelrb 
at Coflimbuzar, they advifed us, thk't 
the Seets * had been feized and carried a- 
way to the Nabob. This being judgeid 
a confequence of the Nabob’s fufpicions, 

that 

* Juggutfeet and his brother, two famous bankers. 
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that they were concerned in fome ill de-p 
figns with us, and a breach of the pro- 
mife which he made to me, upon his 
firft acceffion to the fubahlhip ; a fevere 
remonftrance was fent to him againft 
this proceeding, with a demand for their 
releafe. 

The Nabob in anfwer, wrote as fol- 
lows. 

Co^ of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor, Dated May 2, 1763. 

“ T Have received with pleafure your 
“ **• friendly letter ; you write, that 
** in the fame manner as the writers of 
** news, and incendiary reports, had 
** falfely informed me, forces were dif- 
“ patched by land and water, and thro’ 
“ the woods and mountains, they mull 
“ have wrote upon the affair of the Seets, 
** that the Bnglifh forces had been dif- 
“ patched thro’ their inftigations, and 
** that thole gentlemen were alTociated 
** with the Englilh, for which caule 
** they mull have fallen under my dif- 

** pleafure; 
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** pleafurej you write alfb, that you 
** underftand, from Mr. Amyatt's let- 
** ters, that Mahomed TuckyCawn hav- 
** ing taken the fame gentlemen froni 
** their houfe, had placed them in Hee- 
** rajeel. The news of this procedure 
** had greatly amazed you, becaufe, at the 
** time that I fat in the mufnud of the 
** Nizamut, I, yourfelf, and the Seets 
** were joined ; and, it was agreed, that 
** thefe being the principal men of the 
** country, it was proper to carry on 
** the management of affairs through 
“ their means. And alfo at the time 
** you came to Mongheer, you faid all 
“ that was to be laid concerning them, 
5* and now to carry them away with 
** fuch indignities, is unbecoming ; that 
** this procedure is a diminution of my 
“ character, and breach of faith, between 
** you and myfelf ; and will give a pub- 
** lie reproach to your good name and 
** my own. That fuch a difgrace was 
** never offered to them, in thegovern- 
** ment of any former Nazim. That 
their buhnefs is Only commerce, not 

“ have 
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** have they ever aiTumed any concern 
** in the affairs of the government ; and 
** you defire, that I will write to Meer 
** Syed Mahomed Cawn Bahader to re- 
“ leafe them, that they may return to 
their own houfe.” Sir, your forces 
have not marched to Luckypoor, neither 
have they entered Dacca, nor have they 
gone to Rangamettee or Rungpoor j and 
where have they not committed violences ? 
and what place, or what diflridls, are 
free from them ? And what day palfes, 
that the dependents and companies of 
the Englifh at Gherettee and Calcutta, 
do not raife reports of war and tumults, 
and troops, marching from every quar^- 
ter to Mongheer and Patna, that you 
write that the hircarras, and writers of 
news, write falfehoods ? The hircarras 
of neceffity write what they hear. 

And in the affair of the Seets, no per- 
fbn has to this time ever wrote any thing, 
nor fpoken to me concerning them. 

Now that you write to me, with 
thefe fpecious pretences, it is as manifeil 
as the fun, that under the government 

of 
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of every Nazim of Bengal till now, O- 
michund (for inftance) and every other 
dependent of the Englifli, and thefe gen- 
tlemen too attended on the Nazim, 
and affifted on the affairs of the fir- 
car, at the fame time that they carri- 
ed on their mercantile concerns. God 
be praifed, that you yourfelf write that 
I faid, ** thefe gentlemen are of confe- 
** quence, it is proper to carry on my 
“ affairs with their intervention.” For 
thefe three years that I have borne this 
burthen, and have repeatedly wrote 
to thefe gentlemen, to carry on their 
own bufinefs, and aflift in the affairs of 
the Nizamut, they paid not the leafi: re- 
gard to my fummons, and have put a 
flop to all their mercantile bufinefs, and 
have done all they could, to throw the 
affairs of the Nizamut into confufion, and 
treated me as an enemy, and out-law, 
and refufed to come. Now that I have 

• it 

fent my people, and brought them hi- 
ther, it was not becaufe they were in- 
triguing with the Englifh, &c. but for 
VoL. III. P the 
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the management of fuch of my affairs, 
as indifpenfahly required it. Since fhe 
beginning, this was agreed upon between 
us, that thefe gentlemen, &c. jfhould 
always attend upon the Nazim, and car- 
ry on both the bufinefs of the Nizamut, 
and their own. As to your writing to 
me in this manner, and knitting your 
brows without reafbn, and treating the 
covenants and treaties which are between 
, us, like children’s play, breaking en- 
tirely through them, as if you had not 
any kind of regard to them what other 
cqnftrudlion can J devife for this ? Whilfl: 
. your people drag and carry away my au- 
mils, and keep them in confinement ; in 
this uhjuftifiable infolence of your peo- 
ple, which is over-fetting the treaty be- 
tween us, there is no diminution of cha- 
railer, no breach of faith,- nor caufe of 
, reproach between us, neither is any vio- 
lation of the treaty in this. But when I 
'‘fummon a man, who is my own depen- 
dent, the treaty is broke, and my admi- 
nlffratibn becomes weak, and my natne 
fuffers in the fight of every one, but par- 

ticularly 
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ticularly in yours. O gracious God ! 
this is a matter of aftonifliment, which 
my underftanding cannot reach. In a 
word, that thefe gentlemen, from the 
firft.day, fwore and agreed, that where- 
ever my life was, their life was, and 
“ wherever nay bulinefs was, their bufinefs 
“ was.” God be praifed, that this is afadt 
known to all the world. Now I have 
brought them to this place, that they may 
always be with me, and attend to mybufi- 
nefs and their own, according to cuftom. I 
know not, whether what you write in be- 
half of thefe gentlemen, be by way of inter- 
cefllon for them, or whether their names 
are included in our former treaty, which 
you have recourfe to, when you charge 
me with breach of faith, and violation 
of former agreements, and reproach me 
with weaknefs, and a bad name. God be 
praifed, that I have fent for them with 
no other defign than for the currency of 
bufinefs, and for their continuance in one 
place : neither, as in the cafe of Coja 
Wajeed, have I feized any peribn unjuft- 
ly, nor charged my confcience with the 
P 2 unjuft 
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unjurt: death of any man. If you are re- 
folved to put mifconftrudlions on every 
proper and lawful adtion of mine, I am 
utterly without remedy ; but if you re- 
gard equity, this matter is not of fuch 
confequence, as to give occahon for fo 
much contention and reprolch. 

In the Nabob Hand-writing. 

Sir, Though it is agreed by the 
treaty between us, that I fliould ne- 
ver fay any thing in behalf of the fer- 
vants and dependents of the Company, 
nor you, gentlemen, interfere in behalf 
of the fervants and dependents of the Ni- 
zamut ; yet you, gentlemen, have re- 
garded all this as utterly obliterated, and 
in contradidlion thereto, perfift in the 
violation of the treaty, and defire to raife 
your name, and eflablifh your own cuf- 
toms. I am remedilefs.” 

The Nabob had never exprefTed him- 
felf with fo much acrimony, nor betray- 
ed the vehemence of his refentment fo 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly as in this letter, which feems to 
have been didtated from a fenfc of the 
deepeft injuries. It muft be confefled, 
the provocation was fuflicient to draw 
fuch a recrimination from the Nabob, 
upon the little account which we made 
of feizing and imprifoning his officers, 
whilft we were fo ready to reproach him 
for doing the fame to hisown dependents. 
But what contributed at this time to 
make him the lefs reliffi our remon- 
llrance, was the news which he had juft 
received of the feizurc of Mahomed Al- 
ice, which, in confequence of our orders* 
to the chief and council at Dacca, they 
had effedted happily without oppoOtion, 
and immediately fent him prifoner to 
Calcutta j this treatment (however me- 
rited) of an officer of fuch confequence, 
affedted the Nabob more than all that 
had paffed, nor could he mention it with 
temper in any of his letters after this 
period. 

On the 30th of May, we received the 
following letter from Meffi Amyatt and 

P 3 Hay, 

* Page 139, of this Vol. 
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P|ay, containing an account of their firft 
ipteryicw with the Nabob. 

(f a Letter from Mejf. Amyatt and 
Hay, to the Governor and Council. 

, JO at ed May 1 8, 1763. 

waited on theNabob the 1 5th, 

. y y to acquaint him of your refolu- 
tion. In converfing on the different ar- 
ticles, we found it impoffible to difcourfe 
feparately upon them j and he delired us 
to write down what we had to fay to 
hina. We delivered to him aPerfian tranf- 
latc we had made of our inftrudlions. 
The fame being read, he delired we 
would leave it with him, as alfo this Fir- 
jnauns, &c. which we acquiefced to. 
The next evening he fent his moonfhee 
Iffrar Cawn, to us, to delire we 
•wqhld fign that Peril an tranflate, or draw 
out a lift .of fuch demands as we were 
pp^mjaiillioned ; to get complied with.j 
Whit^h we, acjcotfhngly did, and fent it to 
hipi figned afid fe^ed, a copy of which 
if jh^e, |nclqfe4<r, W® ; 

,him this mornipgif to delire his anfwer. 
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if he would comply with thefe articles, 
arid give us the fatisfadlion required. He 
replied, it would take up fome time to 
corifider on them, and dehred two days 
to give his anfwer. We had a good deal 
of converfation with him on different 
fubjedts, in which it appeared he had 
confidered himfelf as in a Hate of Jv^ar 
with us for fome time paft, and had if- 
fued orders, and . made preparations ac- 
cordingly, which has been the caufe of 
fome of the interruptions and infults our 
people have met with lately j and moil 
of the others, he faid, had been occafion- 
cd by Mr. Vanfittart’s letter, which he 
hitherto looked on as a treaty, the Go- 
vernor had been authorized to enter into 
with him, which ca;ufed him to fend 
thefe orders over the country to his aii- 
liiils, the executing of which, we now 
fb much complain of. We remarked 
to him, many of thofe interruptions' We 
had laboured under, before that Tdtfer. 
As far as we Can judge froni' bir* IKft 
cbhverfation, he feems fomewhat 'bhfi- 
vihced that our intentionsnre not ’hb'd:He, 

P.4 '■ 
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as long as he does not attempt to infringe 
our rights (of which we have ufed our 
beft endeavors to perfuade him) and gives 
us fatisfa£tion for the Ioffes fuffained by 
infults offered to the Englifli by his offi- 
cers in different parts of the country. 
This we are in hopes he will comply 
with, though he makes great ufe of the 
argument, of his having a<5led by Mr. 
Vanfittart’s agreement. We cannot write 
you, at prefent, with certainty of his in- 
tentions, but hope to be more fb in our 
next. We ffiall again wait on him, for 
a further converfation on the many arti- 
ticles he is to comply with, before the 
time appointed by him for giving his 
anfwer, to endeavour further to convince 
him of the reafbnablenefs of them j when 
we lhall mention to him the moving* our 
troops to Patna, which hitherto we have 
declined on account of his fufpicions.” 

This letter afforded fome hopes, that 
the Nabob would fubmit to the demands^ 

and 

* This was in confequence of a refolution of the 
Board, to relieve the Patna troops every year, by 
lending a frelh detachment from Calcutta. 
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and thus our difputes be ended; but it 
appeared from his letters afterwards, that 
his difpofition for peace, was little afli fl- 
ed by his converfation with Mcff. Amy- 
att and Hay, who, inllead of allowing 
room for negotiation, or fhewing an e- 
qual willingnefs to hear and rcdrefs his 
grievances, perfifted only in requiring a 
determinate anfwer to their own de- 
mands, which might as well have been 
infilled on by letter from Calcutta, with- 
out putting them to the rifle or trouble 
of fo long a journey. The Nabob com- 
plained much of this proceeding, and 
by fome palTages in his letters, appears 
to have been as little pleafed with the 
haughty flyle in which they addrelled 
him ; whilll they, in their turn, retorted 
the fame complaint upon him. But 
what were the Nabob's real intentions 
at this time, whether to fubmit to necef- 
fity, and fign to the articles, or by re- 
jedling them, refer our differences to the 
chance of war, it is hard to judge. It 
is certain, he was provided as well as he 
could be, againfl the worll; though it is 

tuy. 
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my QWA beUcf, that his intention was cer 

ver to begin the. war,, but tp avoid it, till 
he ihould be forced to defend hitnfelf. 
That fuch was his difpofition, 1 judged 
both from his letters and Gondudt : his 
letters, though filled with the moll bitter 
remonftrances of the violences commit- < 
ted againfi him, Ihewed always a fear of 
coming to. extremities, and a defire to 
treat 5 while ours, which he was an- 
fwcring, contained the moll abfolute 
commands, enforced with a denuncia- 
tion of war, if he refufed to fubmit to 
them. And as to his condudt, if he had 
refolved upon war, he would furely not 
have neglected the many ways he might 
have taken to diftrefs us : he would have 
attacked the detachments fent out from 
Patna, and endeavoured to cut them off 
from Ae body, inftead of making inef- 
fectual complaints to us ; above all things, 
he would have been prepared, on the firft 
commencement of hoftilities, to ravage . 
the Bordwan province, from whence he 
knew we received our chief fupplies of 
money; in fl^ort, he would Jiiave ftop- 

ped 
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ped the currency of the Company’s bu- 
iineis in all parts, which he never once 
attempted, till the city of Patna was at- ‘ 
tacked and taken by our troops. 

Whilst our affairs were in this cri- 
tical fufpence, a very unlucky circum- 
ftance happened, which gave a tiirn to 
the fcale, and introduced a frefh lubjeft 
of difpute. Some boats laden with arms 
for our troops at Patna, which had been 
difpatched about two months before; 
palling by Mongheer, were flopped there 
by the guards. MelT. Amyatt and Hay" 
demanded their releafe; but the Nabob 
looking upon this as a frefh proof of our 
defign to break with him, and naturally ' 
concluding that thefe arms were to be ^ 
eniployed againfl himfelf, refufed to part ' 
with them, unlefs our forces were rc^ ' 
moved from Patna, declaringj, thaf whild;? ■ 
they continued there, employed as they ' 
had always been, to intimidate thb ofH- * 
cers of the government, and fcreen the 
violences and oppreffions of Mr. EllisV*^ 
he could put no confidence in bur prdi*' 
feflions. At the fame tiiiie, as aptbdP 

that 
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that his view in the demand Was ortly to 
prevent the ill ufc which he knew Mr. 
Ellis would make of thofe forces, he of- 
fered, as an alterative, that they Ihould 
continue there, provided that Mr. Ellis 
was recalled, and either Mr. Amyatt, 
Mr. M*Gwire, or Mr. Haftings, ap- 
pointed chief in his room, otherwife he 
infilled that the detachment Ihould be 
ordered down to Monghcer for his fer- 
vice, according to the terms of our ori- 
ginal treaty. In fhort, he pretended, 
that the only obje«fl he aimed at, was to 
obviate the mifehievous defigns of Mr. 
Ellis, by depriving him of the means of 
effeding them j and declared, that this 
only could preferve the peace between us; 
for that he was certainly informed, Mr. 
Ellis was refolyed to attack the city of 
Patna. The firft advice that we received 
of this affair, was in a letter from MeflT. 
Amyatt and Hay, of the a6th of May, 
which inclofed, at the fame time, the 
Nabob’s reply to the demands of the 
Board, and was confirmed by their fetters 
of the 29th and 31(1 of the fame month. 

Thefe 
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Thefc letters, with tranflations of the 
demands presented to the Nabob* and 
his reply annexed, I {hall here infert. 

£lxfra<£f of a Letter from Mejj'. Amyatt 
and Hay to the Governor and Council. 
Dated ^2iy 26, 1763. 

“ have not feen the Nabob thefe 

» T four days, he being indiipoled, 
which cauled us to importune him by 
letters, for an anfwer to the feveral de- 
mands, you ordered us to infifl on his 
complying with. This morning he fent 
it by Nobit Roy, which we now inclofe 
you i we had before flattered ourfelves 
he intended giving us a favorable one, 
though he all along continued to infill on 
our people being the aggrelTors, and 
complained of our feizing his aumils, 
when he was always ready to redrefs our 
grievances, without entering into jufl 
argument, but confining it to occurren- 
ces lately happened, fince his order iflued 
in confequcnce of Mr. Vanfittart's letter; 
but he feemed to agree, by his converfa- 
tion, that the method we now wantesd 


our 
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our bufinefs to go on in,, properly pb- 
ferved, was juft, and to appearance he 
was free from apprehenftons of our 
wanting to quarrel with him; but we 
how muft conjedlure, this behavior was 
only to delay time for fome purpofe or 
other. 

The boats, with the ^arms for Patna, 
arrived here yefterday, and were ftopped 
by the Nabob’s chokey. We immedi- 
ately applied for their releafe by letter, 
and gave them a duftuck, : mentioning 
they contained arms, which they have 
-kept, and the boats ftill continue de- 
tained. The Nabob promifed an anfwer 
by Nobit Roy this morning, who laid 
they were detained for having arms in 
th^m. 

/ The letter written him to day we 
h^ve fent, hoping it will have fome ef- 
fe<ft on his mind, refledling that our going 
away muft neceftarily bring on a rup- 
Iture ; to prevent which, it may make 
; ti)(m hearken to reafpn, and he may ftill 
be brought to comply with .the articles 
required ; therefore, if he defires us to 

^ ftay. 



^ra^aBions m 'Bt.viG A'L. 223 

ftay/ arid releafes the boats, we (hall cOn- 
tiriUe here till fuch time as We receive 
your orders how we are to aft in' cafe of 
his non-compliance with any, or every 
article; but if he ftill continues the hoftile 
aftion of detaining the arms, we fhall 
move from hence either towards Bengal 
or Patna, as mod: convenient, if we have 
realbn to fufpeft his wanting to dop us.” 

Copy of the Demands prefented by MeJ}\ 
Amyatt and Hay to the Nabob. 

** already pointed out to 

y y your Excellency, the grounds 
of our right to a free trade throughout 
the provinces, and the independency of 
our people upon the country government, 
founded upon the royal Firmaun, &c. 
Atteded copies of which we have laid 
before your Excellency, as well as the 
hearty refolutions of the Board, to fup- 
‘port you in your government with all its 
advantages;, as long as you do not attempt 
to infringe the privileges of the Englifli. 
■ We now proceed, agreeable to your 
dedre, to draw out a writing of the de- 
mand. 
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mands wearecommiffionedto make from 
the whole Board, and under their hands 
and feals. 

First, That your Excellency do an- 
nul the treaty you made with Mr. Van- 
littart, and recal the feveral attefted co- 
pies of it, which were circulated, toge- 
ther with your perwannah, in confc- 
quence thereof, to the feveral aumils of 
your government, informing them of 
its being void. 

Secondly, That reparation be made 
for the lolTes fuflained by the Englilh, 
both before the faid treaty was made and 
after it, by the lloppage of their bufinefs, 
and the oppreffionsof your feveral officers. 

Thirdly, That the funnuds granted 
by your Excellency, for the exemption 
of all duties, for the fpace of two years, 
be immediately annulled, and all duties 
collcdled as before, as it in a great mea- 
fure deprives the Englifh of the advan- 
tages which the tenor of the Royal Fir- 
maun has ever entitled them to, above 
other merchants, and is entirely repug- 
nant to their intcreft, and prejudicial to 

the 
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the good harmony which ought to fub- 
fift between your Excellency and the 
Englifh. 

Fourthly, That dirputes between 
the Englilh and the dependents of your 
government be adjufled in the following 
manner, viz. 

At all thofe aurungs which are adja- 
cent to, or under the management of the 
fubordinate factories, the gomaftah, in 
cafe of being injured by any of the of- 
ficers, of the government or their depen- 
dents, (hall firft make application for re-? ^ 
drefs, in writing to the officer of the go- 
vernment, refiding on the fpot ; from 
whom, if he does not receive immediate 
fatisfadtion, he fliall fend his complaint 
to the chief of the neareft fadlory, who ^ 
fliall be empowered to take cognizance of 
the fame, and demand and exadl (if necef- 
fary) the fatisfadtion which the cafe may 
require. But that it is to be underftood 
in refpedl of weavers, pykars, and all 
others, who receive advances of money 
for goods to be provided, or are indebt- 
ed for goods bought, the gomaftahs fliall 

VoL. III. retain 
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retain their power as ufual, to call fuch 
debtors to account. On the other hand, 
where the government’s people fliallhave 
reafon to complain againft an Englifli 
gomaftah or agent, they lhall give the 
faid agent or gomaftah notice of the 
complaint in writing ; requiring and re- 
commending to him to fettle it in an a- 
micable and equitable manner ; and in 
cafe the agent or gomaftah refufes, or 
negledls to fettle it in fuch manner, as 
fhall appear reafonable to the govern- 
ment’s officer, he (hall then tranfmit an 
account of it to the chief of the neareft 
Engliffi fadory, and deliver a copy of the 
faid account to the gomaftah ; and the 
chief of the factory is hereby required 
to examine ftri(ftly into the affair, and 
decide it according tojuftice, giving a 
copy of his determination to the officer 
of the government who made the com- 
plaint. That the gentlenien of the fub- 
ordinates fhall keep a regifter of fuch 
complaints, with the decifions paffed on 
them, a copy whereof fhall be forward- 
ed monthly to the Prefidency. With 

•V refpedl 
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refpedt to the diftant places where trade 
is carried on, fuch as Rungpoor, Poor- 
neea, G walparah, and Rangamettee, there 
is at prefent no relident on the part of 
the Company ; but the lituation of the 
former being fuch, as will make it con- 
venient for examining the complaints, 
and deciding the difputes, which may 
happen in moft of thole places, we have 
accordingly appointed a gentleman to 
refide there for that purpofe. 

Fifthly, That a gentleman, on the 
part of the Englifh, do always refide. at 
your Durbar, by whom all tranfadlions 
between your Excellency and the Eng- 
lilh, will be carried on in future ; and 
that he be acquainted with, and approve 
all orders, which are to be ifiued thro’ the 
country relative to the Englifh. 

Sixthly, That jagheeree funnuds be 
granted the Company for their lands of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong. 

Seventhly, That you do ilTue pe- 
remptory orders to the fhroffs and others, 
for effe^ing the currency of the rupees, 
coined in our mint, and for our coining 
Qji three 
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three lacks of rupees annually, in each 
of the mints of Dacca and Patna. 

Eighthly, That the money dilburf- 
cd by Mahomed Reza Cawn in the ex- 
pedition of Tippera, out of the revenues 
of Chittagong, after that province was 
made over to the Company, be reimburfed . 
>/ Ninthly, A public and exemplary 
punifliment is required to be inflidled on 
Lawl Shaw, the commander of the troops 
from Tekarree, belonging to your Ex- 
cellency, who attacked a fubahdar, 
and fifty feepoys belonging to the Eng- 
lifli, declaring, that he had the Nabob’s 
orders to cut every Englifli feepoy to 
pieces wherever he ihould be found ; and 
that the faid punilhment be inflidied be- 
fore our departure from hence. 

Tenthly, That the Seets be releaf- 
ed, and permitted to go where they pieafe 
unmolefted. 

Eleventhly, That your Excellency 
do give us an explicit anfwer to the a- 
bove demands, and with all convenient 
expedition iffue your orders agreeable 
thereto, fo that the Engliih bufinefs may 
; be 
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be freed from the interruptions which it 
now labbrs under.” 

Copy of the Nabob’j 'Reply to Mejf. Amy- 
att and Hay’j Demands. 

A S I have nothing to do with cuf- 
toms or duties on any kind of 
goods from any merchant whatever, and 
have wholly exempted them for two years 
to come, ye may engage in whatever 
trade ye pleafe, nor will any one med- 
dle or interfere therein. After the time 
of exemption is expired, every officer 
will again interfere for duties, then ye 
will prove your fights from grants, &c. 
and I will anfwer you. 

First, The Governor’s agreement 
was never regarded by me, and an order 
is now going to my officers, that the 
copies of the writing he gave me, where- 
ibever they appear, are null and void. 

Secondly, What does it matter ? the 
lofs that has arifen in the revenues, due 
to my Nizamut, on account of you gen- 
tlemen, fettle with me for that, and I 
am ready to fettle the lofs that it can be 
0^3 proved 
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proved the Company have fufFcred in 
their bufinefs thro’ my officers. 

Thirdly, The profit and advantage 
that has ever ufed to accrue to the Com- 
pany, for my own part, I covet none 
of it. The diftindtion of the Company 
is what it has been } but do you examine 
my papers, and fee, that in the chucla of 
Hoogly, Dacca and Patna, See, thirty 
or forty lacks of rupees is the annual a- 
mount of the taxation arifing from thole 
lefier receipts of cuftom. 

For thefe two or three years paft, what 
have I received ? Nay, have I not paid 
the expence of theie three diftridls, and 
other offices, out of my own pocket ? fie- 
fides all this, your folks have proceeded 
againll my officers, with the utmoft in- 
dignity, and carried them away into con- 
finement. 

Alt ho’ I have again and again wrote 
to you on this head, and advifed you 
thereof, it availed not at all, nor did you 
concern yourfelves about it. As I per- 
ceived there was no redrefs for me ; andj 
on the contrary, I fuffered the greateft 

indignities 
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indignities and infults from your hands, 
for the fake of recoveringyour friendfliipj 
having no other remedy, I preferred my 
own lofs, and have taken off all cuftoms 
whatever. 

Fourthly, Whenever the chiefs and 
gomaflahs of your factories interrupt not 
my people, and the dependents on the 
government, my officers alfo will not 
interfere with the weavers, pykars, and 
others, ufually dependent on your fadto- 
ries. And when we ffiall agree on both 
fides, to a£t in this manner, for what will 
xTiy officers caufeleflly commit injuries a- 
gainff you ? You write, that the chiefs 
of your fadlories will fettle difputes. You 
have never brought an officer of this go- 
vernment before a chief of a factory, for 
(ettling any matter in my admin iftra- 
tion until now j at prefent, if contrary 
to cuftom, you are purpofed to over- 
throw my inHuence and authority in the 
countries of Bengal, &c. it is a means tff 
deflroying our friendfhip. Therb never 
has been a factory of yours at RUhgpoor, 
and the^ower too which ye have ^iven 

CL4 ‘’to 
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to the chief, ye would have raifed there, 
of hearing and determining all caufes in 
the country round about, is altogether 
foreign to any agreement or grant you 
have. If ye are refolved to a<5t contrary 
to all agreement, how will my authority 
and influence be kept there ? And my 
officers being there, is altogether needlefs. 

Wherefore thofe places, whither 
you are to fend chiefs, and to direift the 
adminiftration of all caufes, and the ma- 
giftrature in fuch a manner, you ought, 
firft, to advife me of, for the removal of 
my officers, that I may call them thence, 
and deliver the bufinefs of the place into 
your hands} becaufe, from there beingtwo 
rulers in the fame diftrift, the country 
and inhabitants are ruined and oppreffed. 

Fifthly,, Whenever we have agreed 
together, toourmutual fatisfadlion, there 
will be no neceffity for your deputy re* 
maining at my court, as a Angle letter, 
for thefe two or three years paft, has fuf- 
ficed for every thing that has happened. 

Sixthly, In the treaty between us, 
as it fhall have been mentioned, either for 

the 
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the expence of the Company’s troops, or 
as a jagheer, I will perform accordingly. 

Seventhly, The revenues arifing 
from all the provinces are received in 
Sunwaut rupees. The payment of my 
troops is alfo in the fame Ipecies, as well 
as all other charges of the Nizamut great 
or fmall i and I have never molefted any 
one for the revenues in Sicca rupees. 
Coined either at Moorfhedabad, Patna or 
Calcutta. Moreover, the Ihroffs and mer- 
chants are no one’s fervants, but for the 
fake of a fmall profit, deal one with the 
other. Let every man of his own fancy 
buy and fell whatever he pleafes, I fhall 
interrupt no one. 

Eighthly, All the money that Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn had collected from 
Chittagong, fince it has been made over 
to the Company, is paid into their calh, 
as I have your receipt for it. 

^ Ninthly, In the difiriCts, dependent 
on the Nizamut, be pleafed to fee an ac- 
count of the very many of my people 
plundered and mafiacred by your folks. 
When ye (hall have given fatisfaCtion for 

the 
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the whole, and punilhed your folks ac* 
cordingly, 1 will immediately fend for 
Lawl Shaw, wherefoever he may be found, 
altho’ he is no fervant of mine, and have 
him properly puni(hed1)efore you two 
gentlemen. 

Tenthly, It has ever been a cuftom 
for the Seets to attend upon the Nazim. 
At this time, on account of the inlinua- 
tions of evil fpeakers, they were become 
miilruftful of me, and afraid to come near 
me, therefore I fent for them hither. 
Wherefoever I am to be, there alfo will 
thefe gentlemen be, according to cuftom, 
and have their bulinefs carried on. 

Eleventhly, The Company’s ad- 
herence to their promife was evident to 
all men. I alfo thought you do what 
you fay, and do not go back from your 
word. At prefent it feems, as tho’ you 
keep neither promife nor treaty for a 
finglc year, nay, a month or a day. Now 
that you have written and brought me 
thefe demands, what article of them reils 
upon me, that you require a public wri- 
ting of me ? I have not, by any means, 

broken 
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broken my word j ye receded from your 
promife, and fain would again make a 
new treaty and agreement. It is neceflary 
too, that what will make me eafy be 
confidered in the treaty. If you allow 
me the management of the Nizamut, 
leave in Patna, and other places, the 
people neceflary for conducting the bu- 
finefs of your faCtory, as you formerly 
ufed to do, and remove all Engliih troops 
and feepoys wherever ftationed. I lhall 
never be backward in promoting and af- 
fifting the bufinefs that properly con- 
cerns you.” 

Extras of a Letter from Mejf, Amyatt 
and Hay to the Board. Dated May 
29, 1763. 

** ‘^NOTWITHSTANDING our repeat- ^ 
ed remonftrances to his Excel- 
lency, fetting forth the hoftility of the 
action, he has not yet releafed the boats 
with the arms ; neither doth he Ihew 
the leaft confidence in what we fay, and 
declares (at the fame time hinting to us 
the former revolution) he lhall not place 

any 
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any in us, till we remove the detach- 
ment from Patna to Mongheer. 

We beg leave to offer it as our opi- 
nion, that the having the troops intend- 
ed to be quartered in this province, fta- 
tioned here, would be very advifeahle, 
but cannot be thought of, till fuch time 
as he complies with our demands, as it 
is probably made by caprice, or with 
defign.” 

Copy of a Letter from Mejf. Amyatt and 
Hay to the Board. Dated iAzy 31* 1763. 

** ■'HE inclofed is a duplicate of our 
laft, dated the 29th inftant, on 
which day we fent you a cypher made 
out here, which, we imagined, might 
be ufeful in carrying on a correfpondence 
in cafe of a rupture : a copy of the fame 
was likewife forwarded to Mr. Ellis at 
Patna. 

Whatever we urge to his Excel- 
lency, in regard to the releafe of the 
boats with arms, or the neceffity of his 
placing a prqpcr confidence in us, his 
general reply is, that we have feized his 

aumils. 
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aumils, that the words of the Englilh 
are not to be trufted, and that he will 
not releafe the boats till fuch time as we 1 
remove our troops from Patna, either to 1 
this place or to Calcutta. Altho’ he will 
take no ftep towards a reconciliation, or 
to give us fatisfa<-lion, yet he, upon all 
occafions, mentions his defire of peace ; 
in fhort, his aim feems to be entirely to 
gain time.” 

About the fame time, the following 
letters were received from the Nabob. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 

Governor. Dated May 25, 1763. 

** A time Mr. Amyatt and Mr. 

JTm. Hay being arrived here, have 
delivered a lift, containing feveral de- 
mands, which are unreafonable and foreign 
from former treaties and grants. I. ex- 
pedled not, whilft you yet remained, 
that I fhould be involved in this trouble, 
and fo unjuft a negotiation; that in one 
year, new agreements were to be made 
fo often, after the breach of the antient 
treaty; that upon every occafion made 

ufe 
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ufe of to intimidate me, I fliould be 
threatened with a breach of the treaty, 
and vexed, and mortified without caufe, 
and my affairs obfi;ru£ted. At this time, 
from the arzees of Meer Mehdee Cawn 
Behader, I am repeatedly informed, that 
the troops under Mr. Ellis’s charge, 
create continual difturbances and quar- 
rels with my people, and daily leave a 
frefli root of diflention. 

From thefe appearances, all the te- 
nants, and the troops which are at Pat- 
na, are ever in alarms, and taking means 
for their fecurity. This has given, and 
Hill gives occafion to the people to be- 
lieve, that there is no longer a friend- 
Ihip and union between us. It affords 
me a fubjedt of continual anxiety and 
apprehenfion, left (which God forbid) 
thefe things ftiould produce a difference 
between us, and you unjuftly reproach 
me. To this purpoie, I have fpoken to 
Mr. Amyatt likewife; but the gentle- 
men do not hear me nor regard what I 
fay. This day I have received an arzee 
from Meer Mehdee Cawn, of which I 

^ fend 
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fend you a copy for your perufal. If 
you, gentlemen, intend the Englilh ar- 
my for my defenjse, it is proper that you 
■ fealT' It from Patna to Calcutta^ that it 
may be call^ upon in time of need, or 
elfe keep it with me at Mongheer, which 
win put ah chd^ difputes, andreftore 
the currency of affairs between us, and 
fliut up the mouths of the people from fo 
many rumours. But if it is not your de- 
fign to remove the troops from Patna, 
and you feek only to difturb my affairs, 
and to awe and intimidate me, let me 
know it, that when I have learnt your 
pleafure, I may clear my hands from 
every bufinefs, and all this vexation. To 
this purpofe, I have exprefled myfelf alfo 
to Mr. Amyatt, both by fpeech and 
writing.’’ 


Copy of a JaCtter from Meer Mehdee 
Cawn (Naib ofVoXvmi) to Nabob. 

** T HAVEfrequentlyandrepeatedlyadyin 
fed your Excellency, that Mr. Ellis, 
and the troops which are with him, crea- 
ting troubles anddifputes with the people 

of 
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of the fircar, feek for a rupture j and the 
tenants and inhabitants of the city, and 
feepoys of this place, feeing this Hate of 
^ings, are fallen into appreheniiohs and 
alarms, and are providing for their own 
fecurity. .-'The people judging from 
hence, that there is no longer a friend- 
ihip and good underftanding between us, 
raife marly reports of different kinds; 
and the zemindars, taking the occaiion of 
their not being called upon, with-hold 
their rents, fo that the revenue is en- 
tirely obflruifted. I cannot defcribe to 
you, how much the affairs of the Niza- 
mut are fallen into confufion. In what- 
ever light you regard thefe affairs, you 
will graciouily be pleafed^to iflue your 
orders for the quieting of thefe difbrders 
and troubles ; otherwife the whole bufi- 
nefs of the government is deftroyed, and 
thefe mutual animofities, which tend to 
ruin the intereffs of both parties, raife 
£]J^icions in the minds of» the people.” 
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated ^7^3* 

«* TT then Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
VV came to this place to treat, 
with a lift of demands, I expedted that 
thofe gentlemen would inform them- 
felves of every particular, and put an 
end to all affairs and matters of conten- 
tion between us. Accordingly, I fent 
the aumils with Rajah Nobit Roy, and 
Hafiz Iflrar Cawn, that having heard the 
particulars of the oppreflions of the Eng- 
lifti gomaftahs, they might ufe fuch 
means as might fettle every affair. Thofe 
gentlemen at once plainly anfwered, 
that they wanted not to hear what I had 
to reprefentj and in the affair of the 
forces at Patna likewife, they replied, 
“ For what fliall we recal the forces 
“ from thence ? Nay, we will fend -o- 
** ther forces. If you have any defigii 
** to quarrel with us, we are ready.” ;A- 
gain, Mr. Amyatt and yourfelf formerly 
wrote to me, that you had never fent any 
muikets or military ftores to Patna ; but 
the day before yefterday, fix boats laden 
VoL. III. R with 
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with mulkets, &C. arrived here from 
Calcutta. 

Sir, openly to deny fending any mi- 
litary ftores, and fccretly to fend them 
in this manner, what can it mean ? I 
have no objeilion to two or three hun- 
dred Engliflamen remaining at Patna, but 
to keep up fuch a force with Mr. Ellis* 
to ruin my affairs, is very improper ; and 
that gentleman every day keeps his forces 
in readinefs, and creates troubles and quar- 
' rels with my people.Therefore I write,that 
I will not fuffer a larger force than two or 
three hundred men to remain with Mr . El- . 
lis. If you, gentlemen, regard your words 
: and engagements, and the condition on 
which you received Burdwan, &c. from 
me, for the expences of your army, it is 
fit, that in conformity thereto, you re- 
cal the faid forces, and place them with 
me, or remove them to Calcutta. If 
not, write me a plain anfwcr. 

P. S. I am yet ready to comply with 
your word ; but things are brought to the 
laft extremity ; and however defirous I 
am of avoiding the yorft, yet I fee no 

means 
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mcatts of and my patience is near ex- 
Wherefore, I write this be- 
lore-hand for your information. I fend 
you inclofed a copy of the anfwer, which 
i wrote to the lift of demands, prefented 
to me by Meff. Amyatt and Hay.” 

These letters being, laid before the 
Board, a general Council was held upon 
them on the 9th of June, in which.it 
was refolved, that the troopa fhould not 
be removed from Patna ; and that if the 
Nabob perfifted to demand it, or to de- 
tain the boats, Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
ftiould be directed to leave Monghee r. 
At the fame time, the gentlemen of Pat- 
na were advifed of thefe relblutions, and 
ordered to a<ft as they might be directed 
by Meff. Amyatt and Hay. For the mor 
•tive of thefe refoludons, I refer to the 
following extract of the , debates whic|i 
produced them. . . 


R 2 
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ILxtraSf of Confultation of June 9. fPre-' 
fent Mejf. Batfon, Adams, Billers, 
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott Watts) 
the P ref dent indtfofed. 

** r I'x H E Governor fends to the Board 
JL the following letter, which he 
has juft received from Mr. Amyatt. 

Sir, His Excellency has received a 
kellaat from the King, which the day 
before yefterday he put on in form, and 
laft night he made an entertainment for 
us on the occafion. 

The arms ftill continue ftopped j they 
lay in boats on the oppofite fide of the 
river, furrounded by his feepoys. He 
ftill infifts on our forces being withdrawn 
from Patna and other places, to convince 
him and all the country, of our peace- 
ful intentions, and then he is ready to 
ifiue any perwannahs we pleafe, for the 
forwarding our bufinefs. He does not 
rightly declare, which of the articles he 
will comply with, but I perceive he vvill 
not give funnuds for the lands, nor con- 
fent to ,a refident being, with him, nor 
veftablifli the oth^yr mints, but will en- 
deavor 
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dcavor to take fome meafure to prevent 
our being fufferers by our rupees. 

He will not agree to our punilhing 
his fervants, nor do I think we ought to 
infill upon it, but alter that article to be 
punilhed by him, after our chief has 
heard and reprefented the cafe, and for 
us to chaftife them, if he delays or neg- 
ledls to do it. The Seets, I am perfua- 
ded, he will keep here, nor fuffer them 
to be of much confequence in future ; 
likely he will not ufe them ill, nor take 
their money at prefent. He denies the 
agreement with you, tho’ he fays, if he 
did, it is not any where in writing. He 
requires fatisfadlion from us, for any im- 
mediate damage done him by our people, 
when he is ready to make good ours, 
that may be proved againft any of his au- 
mils and chokeys, excepting Mahomed 
Alice, whom you have in your hands to 
do with as you pleale j he objcdls to our 
any where working or cultivating his 
lands, or purchafing any thing for them 
at firll-handr it deprives him of his du- 
ties and advantages therefrom. In Ihort, 

R 3 h« 
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he objedts to every thing j and fays, it’s 
our own private intereft we want to be- 
nefit, the Company’s being no where 
molefted, nor does he want tp moleft it. 
We told him he muft grant a free trade, 
which was our right ; and if in any par- 
ticular he was much aggrieved, or fuf- 
fered thereby, to reprefent it to the 
Council, and they would reflrain them- 
felves and others to ferve him ; but no 
, reftraints from his people would be ad- 
mitted of, as under that pretence they 
would hurt and injure the trade. I have 
done my utmoll endeavors to perfuade 
him to a thorough confidence, but I be- 
lieve it is all in vain. I have alfo repre- 
fented to him his danger, to as little 
purpofe j he Teems very indifferent at 
prefent, and no ways anxious. He fwears 
he does not want to quarrel with us, and 
will do every thing ; at the j&me time, 
he, in a manner, refufes every thing. 
Thus matters fland in the fame fitua- 
tion as at the firft day. I' believe he 
does not flop or impede the btifinefs, but 
will not permit ^rnas or men to go to 

Patna j 
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Patna j for which reafon, we have never 
mentioned our troops moving for that 
place. A perwannah is gone to clear the 
petre. He faid, he thought the produce 
of that place did not belong to us- 
1 am> &c. 

Signed P. Amyatt.” 

The Prefident, at the fame time, 
tranfmits to the Board his opinion of the 
meafurcs proper to be taken, in the pre- 
fentlituationof affairs with theNabob. 

Governor^ Opinion. 

If the Nabob detains the arms, it can 
be looked upon in no other light, than 
as an open adt of hollility, and I think 
MelT, Amyatt and Hay fhould be direc- 
ted to make fuch a final declaration to 
the Nabob; and if they are not then de- 
livered up, to take their leave. But fup- 
pofing the Nabob to make fatisfadtibn 
for this ill advifed Hep, it fhould be con- 
iidered, whether his anfwers to the feve- 
ral articles, delivered liim by Mr. Amy- 
att, are fuch as ought, when coolly and 
feparately refledked on, to refolve us to 
engagage the Company in a war with 

R 4 the 



24 $ A Narrative. ^ the 

the Nabob j or if it is admitted, that e- 
very article is not of fo much confer 
quehce, then it ihould be coniidered, 
which are, and which are not, and in- 
llruiStions fent Mr. Amyatt accordingly. 

The placing our troops with the Na- 
bob, as he defires, would certainly be a 
means of eflabliihing a confidence in 
each other, and of making that confi- 
dence appear to the world, and at thefame 
time, anfwer all the purpofes of prefer- 
ying our influence, and fecuring the tran- 
quility of the country. 

. Yet, I am not for removing them 
upon the Nabob’s demand; but if he 
will comply with the articles delivered 
him by Mr. Amyatt, or the material 
ones, I think this requeft might then be 
granted, and that Mr. Amyatt fiiould be 
empowered to give him to underlland 
as much. 

Lastly, if a rupture is unavoidable, 
the feafon {hpuldbe confidered,ithe (late 
of the treafury, and the peace in Europe, 
by which the French will be repofleffed 
of their, fa^ories. The troops frorti 

, . ^ . hence. 
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hence, could pot at this time march by land 
to join the detachment at Patna, there- 
fore it may be advifeable to defer pub- 
lifhing the refolutions of the Board, 
whatever they may be. 

All thefe papers being read and con- 
iidered. 

The members likewife delivered in 
their opinions as follows. 

Mr. 'W2Xts*s Opinion. 

The Nabob’s behavior, fince MelT. 
Amyatt and Hay’s arrival at Mongheer, 
leaves no room to expert he will ever enter 
into any terms with us j but, on the 
contrary, it appears from it, that he on- 
ly waits for a proper opportunity to break 
with us j and by his feveral replies to the 
demands in Meff. Amyatt and Hay’s let- 
ters, it is very evident he places no con- 
fidence' in us ; and as we have no reafon* 
to place any in him, I therefore think, 
that his demanding our troops at Patna to 
be recalled, ought not to be complied 
with. That as the rainy feafon is fo near 
advanced, a letter fhould be wrote to 
MefT. Amyatt and Hay to take their leave’ 

of 
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of the Nabob* and return to Calcutta or 
Patna, as they think proper. That they 
may demand the releafe of the boats, but 
altho’ complied with, not remain there any 
longer, but acquaint the Nabob, that if 
he has any propofals to make, he muft 
fend them to the Prehdent and Council, 
who will reply to them. That as foon as 
they think it will be out of the power of 
the Nabob to flop them, they fliall write 
to Mr. Ellis, and the council at Patna, 
to follow the regulations laid down in 
cafe of a rupture. 

That as the Nabob is railing forces 
every where, and it plainly appears he 
only wants to gain time, a letter fhould 
be wrote to Patna, to acquaint the gen- 
tlemen there, that we judge a rupture 
unavoidable ; and that, as there is realbn 
to expedt the Nabob will take every ad- 
vantage, they have our orders, in cafe 
they have certain intelligence of his 
marching towards Patna, to take any 
fteps that will diftrefs him, and look up- 
on him as an enemy. 

That as he does fufpeft the Nabob 

" will 
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will atten^pt to detain Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, he thinks they ought, in fuch cafe> 
to have the power of declaring the rup- 
ture; and that a note from them to the 
chief and council at Patna, {hould be 
fufficient for their adling, as if received 
from the Board. 

Mr. Marriott’^ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
a letter be immediately wrote to MelT. 
Amyatt and Hay, diredting them, in cafe 
the Nabob has not releafed the boats, 
with arms to quit Mongheer, and either 
return to Calcutta, or go to Patna, as 
they may judge moil eligible for enfuring 
their own fafety ; and that application to 
the Nabob on this occafion fhould be 
left to their difcretion. That the troops 
at Patna fhould not be removed agreea- 
ble to his demand j as their remaining at 
that place will prevent the Rajahs, on the 
borders of the province, from taking any 
advantage of the prefent appearance of a 
rupture, happening between the Nabob 
and us, by making an invafion into his 
territories. That if the Nabob either 

does. 
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does, or has releafed the arms, and will 
pomply with the mod: material demands, 
jfome of the others might be given up, 
particularly thofe mentioned by Mr. A- 
myatt, in his letter to the Prefident ; 
firdt, that regarding the jagheereefunnuds, 
for the provinces of Burdwan, Midna- 
poor and Chittagong ; as pofleflion and 
the force we maintain in the country will 
always fecure them to us ; fecondly, that 
regarding our punifliing his officers. 
This article he thinks might be altered; 
that application Ihould be firft made to 
the Nabob, pn the occafion of any com- 
plaints againft them, and that we fliould 
only obferve the method already laid down 
upon his refufing to give us fatisfa£tion 
for the fame ; thirdly, the article con- 
cerning the mint. 

That in cafe Mefl*. Amyatt and Hay 
fliould be obliged to leave the Nabob, 
orders Ihould be fent to the gentlemen 
at Patna, to a<5l agreeable to former in- 
ftrudlions, unlefs they received fpme cer- 
tain intelligence, that the Nabob was 
marching for Patna ; in which cafe, they 

fliould 
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fli'ould be ordered to adl bn tb^ bffaifi^e» 
and endeavor to feize the city by d' bbii|) 
de main. He further thinks, Melf. A^y- 
att and Hay (hould hear what the Na- 
bob has to alledge concerning the lofles 
of the fircar,by our agents or goniaftahs. 

Mr. HaftingsV Opinion. 

T ho’ I have, from the beginning, ex- 
prefled mydifapprobationof the meafures 
taken in our late unhappy dilputes with 
the Nabob, and which have given occa- 
fion to the temper, which he, at this 
time, (hews towards us ; yet, after hav- 
ing gone fuch lengths, I cannot but think 
it very unbecoming, to fubmit quietly 
to fo open an ad: of violence, as he has 
been guilty of in the ftoppage of the 
boats of arms. It is therefore niiy opi- 
nion, that Meff. Amyatt and Hay be or- 
dered to demand of the Nobob the im- 
mediate clearance of thofe boats, iii the 
name of the Prefident and Council ; arid 
in cafe of his refufal, to inform him, 
that it will be deemed equal to a decla- 
ration of a rupture ori his fide j and that 
they do accordingly take their leave of 

him. 



254 ^ Narrative of the 

him, and return to Calcutta $ but if he 
confents to releafe the boats, and ex- 
predfes a willingnefs to yield to our de- 
mands, 1 think we cannot in juftice to 
him, or confiftently with the intereft of 
the Company, refufe to comply with the 
demand he has made, that the detach- 
ment of our forces now at Patna, may 
be Hationed with him. The alarms of 
the people cannot be fb efFcd:ually ap- 
peafed, as by the appearance of a confi- 
dence, fuch as this will occafion, between 
the Nabob and us. The Nabob will de- 
rive more benefit from our influence, 
whilfl: our troops are with him ; and it 
will be lefs in his power to form any ill 
defigns againft us, wHilft we have fuch 
a check continually upon him. 

I agree with the Prefident, that in 
cafe of the Nabob’s objedting to any of 
the ifemands, it Ihould be determined by 
the Board, wliat Ihould be infilled upon, 
and what may be difpenled with, and 
MelK Amyatf and Hay inllrudled accor- 
dingly ; in ivhich'diftihdlion* the;.Bdard 

will dOubtlefs confidef'^lhe real int^rell 

. ....... ■— 
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and Honor of the Company, and not in- 
volve them in a war (which mnft at all 
events prove of great detriment to them) 
for ends indifferent or inadequate to the 
cxpence and rifle which may accrue to 
them from it. I am likewifeof opinion, 
thatnf Meff. Amyatt and Hay find the 
Nabob in a proper temper to yield to 
the propofals offered him, they may pri- 
vately fignlfy to him, that the Board will 
confent to the removal of the Patna de- 
tachment as he defires, provided he firft 
complies with our demands. 

Mr. CartierV Opinion. 

Mn. Cartier judges it advifeahle, 
that Mr. Amyatt and Hay fhould be im- 
mediately recalled from Mongheer, as it 
appears to him, from the advices receiv- 
ed from thofe gentlemen, that the Na- 
bob has no other defign by prevailing 
upon them to flay (after a flat refufal al- 
moft of every demand they were empow- 
ered to make, and the hofUle aft of de- 
taining the arms fending to the Patna 
fadtory) than to gain time to anfwer fome 
purpofe, that maybe very prejudicial to 
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our affairs. That it appears to him a ve- 
ry probable circumftance, the Nabob’s 
principal view, is to engage us in a fcene 
of negotiation, till fuch time as the fea- 
fbn of the year will render any military 
operation nearly impracticable; which, 
when the cafe, he will have it in his pow- 
er to bend his whole force to opprefs our 
troops at Patna. That the party there 
fhould by no means be removed from 
that place, in compliance with the Na- 
bob’s requeft, at this prefent juncture. 
That if Meff. Amyatt and Hay are allow- 
ed to quit Mongheer, without conclu- 
ding the bulinefs they were lent on, it 
is his opinion, the army (when thofe gen- 
tlemen are fo far advanced on their way 
as to be out of danger) fhould be imme- 
diately ordered to march to Coffimbuzar, 
and take poll there', which will be the 
means of preferving the health of the 
people ; and by fuch a motion of the 
troops, the Nabob will be convinced, 
that fomething more is defigned, than 
mere negotiation. 
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Mr. BillersV Opinion. 

Mr. Billers is of opinion, that as 
the Nabob ftill perfifts in detaining the 
arms, it fliould be looked upon as an adt 
of hoftility. That Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay fhould therefore be immediately di- 
redled to leave Mongheer ; and that our 
army {houl 4 march to Coffimbuzar ; for 
it at prefent feems, as if the Nabob only 
wanted to gain time, and endeavored to 
embarrafs.us as much aspoflible, by the 
rains coming on. He thinks the troops 
at Patna, ought by no means to be re- 
moved at this jundture ; and that if Meflf. 
Amyatt and Hay ihould quit Mongheer, 
the Patna gentlemen fhould be permitted 
to take fuch meafures, as they may judge 
bcft for their own fafety, and the Com- 
pany’s intereft. 

Major Adams’r Opinion. 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
the troops fliould by no means, for the 
prefent, be removed from Patna, but 
that it fliould be left to the pleafure of 
the Board, to difpofe of them as they 
think proper, if matters can be amica- 
VoL. III. S bly 
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bly accommodated. That any :^rticular 
articles of the demands, which the Na- 
bob moftly obje<!Sts to, Ihould be tranf- 
mitted to the Board, with his realbns, 
that they may be reconfidered, and it be 
determined, whether they fliall ftill be 
infilled on, or may not be moderated ; 
but before any regard is paid to either of 
thefe points, he thinks orders Ihould be 
fent to MeflT. Amyatt and Hay, to de- 
mand the releafe of the arms ; and, at 
the fame time, acquaint the Nabob, that 
Ihould it not be immediately complied 
with, they have orders to leave his court. 
That they will make this demand and 
intimation, if they think it confident 
with their own fafety j otherwife, retire 
to Patna, or take fuch other rout, as they 
may judge mod eligible and conducive to 
their own fecurity ; and when they find 
themfelves out of his power, to tranfinit 
him in writing the orders, of the Board ; 
and, ladly, that if Mefi*. Amyatt and 
Hay quit Mongheer, the gentlemen at 
Patna diould be left to a<5l as they judge 
mod proper for their own fecurity, and 
the Company’s int'&red. Mr, 
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Mr, BatfoiiV Opinion. 

I- AM of o^iiioh, that Wc caii by no 
meai^ confent to A^khdraw our troops 
from Patna. That the Nabob’s defire 
of having them with him at Mongheer is 
infincerci his real defign beingonlyto get 
them removed from Patna ; that our with- 
drawing them will be a great ftep towards 
ruining entirely our influence and power 
in the country j and therefore I eflieem 
it highly detrimental and dilhonorable 
to the Company and nation. 

I* AM further of opinion, that the Na- 
bob’s evil dilpofition towards our nation, 
is evident beyond difpute j nay, that it 
is avowed by his infilling on our with- 
drawing our troops from Patna, and by 
j^e adl of hoftility he has already com- 
rtliiHkiddn feizing our arms. That it will 
be weaknefs to think of treating any 
longer with him, as he has refilled leve- 
ral times to comply with our demands ; 
and all his anfwers are filled with 
fneers, reproaches and calumnies. That 
therefore MelT. Amyatt and Hay Ihould 
be directed to endeavor, by llratagem or 
otherwile, to get the arms releafed if 
S 2 polfible. 
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poflible, and to return to Calcutta as foon 
as they can, or to go to Patna, if they 
judge the former impradticable. That on 
their departure, they fhould advife the 
gentlemen at Patna, and diredt them to 
aft as they may judge bed: for the fervice^ 
^ejiions propofed. 

The feveral opinions being read j to 
render the refolutions to be taken more 
clear, the following diftinft quellions 
were ftated and put at the Board. 

Qu ESTioN I. Shall the Nabob’s de- 
mand, of removing the detachment from 
Patna, be confented to, or not ? 

Answer, The Board unanimoufly 
think it ought not. 

Quest. II. In cafe of the Nabob’s 
compliance with our demands, fliall the 
Patna detachment be removed and fta- 
tioned at Mongheer, or not 

A N s w. The majority, viz. MelT. 
Watts, Cartier, Billers and Batfon think 
it ought not. 

Quest. III. Shall MeflT. Amyatt and 
Hay be direfted to leave Mongheer, im- 
jncdiately on the receipt of the letter 

we 
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we now fend them, or remain to treat 
further with the Nabob ? 

Answ. The majority, viz. Mefl'. Mar- 
riott, Haflings, Billers and major Adams, 
are of opinion, that if the arms are not re - 
leafed, they fhould come away ; if they 
are, that they Ihould flay to treat further; 
and that it Ihould reft in their option to 
make a frefli demand of their releafe, or 
not. Mefl*. Watts, Cartier and Batfon 
think, they ought to return immediately 
on the receipt of the orders now to be 
fent them. 

Ques. IV. If the Nabob continues to 
infift on the removal of the troops, as a 
preliminary to his entering upon any trea- 
ty, altho’ he releafe the arms, fliall MelT. 
Amyatt and Hay remain to treat further 
with him, or not i* 

Answ. All the members except Mr. 
Haftings think, that they ought in fuch 
cafe immediately to leave Mongheer. 

Mr. Haftings’r DiJJent. 

Mr. Hastings dilTents, becaufe he 
has given his opinion, that the troops 
might be removed from Patna ; and docs 

S 3 not 
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not think, that the Nabob’s refujfal to any 
one of the demands is fufficient to juftify 
our breaking with him. 

Refglution of the Majority, 
Agreed, that Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
be wrote to in the following terms. That 
we cannot confent to the Nabob’s de- 
mand of removing the troops from Pat- 
na ; and therefore, if he perfifts in mak- 
ing that a preliminary, and refufes to treat 
oh other terms, or to releale the boats of 
arms, they are, in either cafe, immedi- 
ately to leave Mongheer, and return to 
Calcutta, if they think it practicable i or 
otherwife take fuch other rout, as they 
may judge moft eligible for their fafety. 
That if they think it unfafeto notify thefe 
refolutions to the Nabob, and that it 
may induce him to detain them at Mong- 
heer, we permit them to come away 
without mentioning our refolution any 
further to him. 

.. That on their departure from Mong- 
heer, they are to advile us and the gen-‘ 
tlemen at Patna, direAing them to be 
upon their guard, and to a^ in the man- 
ner 
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ner they judge moft proper for their own 
fecurity, in cafe the Nabob marches or 
fends any troops to attack them. 

Agreed* that we write likewifcto Pat- 
na, and inclofe them a copy of thefe or- 
der to Mefl*. Amyatt and Hay, and de- 
fire them to a< 5 t as they may be directed 
by thofe gentlemen. 

Mr. Haftings’r JDiffent. 

I ENTER my diflent to the two laft pa- 
ragraphs of the letter, ordered to be 
wrote to MelT. Amyatt and Hay, for the 
following reafons. 

Tho’ I cannot believe, that Mefl*. A-? 
myatt and Hay defire fuch a permiflion, 
as is here given them to leave the Nabob, 
without informing him of the refolution 
of the Board, in cafe of his perfifting to 
detain the arms, or to demand, as a pre- 
liminary, the removal of our troops from 
Patna ; yet I think it very unbecoming 
in the Board, to grant them fuch permif- 
fion. After having entered into a treaty 
with the Nabob, and flattered him with 
repeated aflfurances of our delire of an ac- 
commodation, abruptly to break it offi 
S 4 and 
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and declare war againft him (fince one is 
made a confequence of the other) with- 
out letting him know the terms on which 
our friendftiip depends j what is this, but 
to infnare the Nabob into a rupture which 
he might avoid, if he was certain, that 
his infilling on thofe points would be the 
caufe of one j and which, I am convin- 
ced, he would wifh to avoid, by every 
conceflion that Ihould be required of him, 
as the means of peace, fince he has no 
force to oppofe us, and it is well known 
he has no dependence, and can have none, 
but on our friendlhip. 

I CANNOT, for my own part, fee how 
Mcff. AmyattandHaylhouldrun agreater 
rilk now than hitherto, from a free de- 
claration of the fentiments of the Board, 
to the Nabob ; nor can I fee any reafon 
to fufpedl him, of forming any treache- 
rous defigns againft the perfons of thofe 
gentlemen, as I know of no a(5l of his, 
that can juftify that opinion of him, and 
fuch an attempt if made, could anfwer 
no end. 

The order given to the chief and 

council 
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council at Patna, to take fuch meafures 
as they think proper for their fecurity, in 
cafe of the Nabob’s marching, or fend- 
ing any forces to attack them, is autho- 
riling thofe gentlemen to commit open 
hoftilities againft the Nabob, on the firft 
pretence offered them, by the march of 
a few men from Mongheer to Patna, or 
the falfe reports of their hircarras, who 
may tell them, that the Nabob, or his 
forces, are on the road to attack them. 
Till therefore they are openly attacked, 
or the Board have declared war againfl 
the Nabob, I objedl to any power put into 
their hands to commence a war them- 
felves.” 

It will be remarked, that I was not 
prcfent myfelf at this confultation, hav- 
ing been for fome days confined by fick- 
nefs, and therefore knew not of the re- 
folutions of the Board, till acquainted with 
them afterwards by the fecretary, whom 
I defired to fummon another meeting of 
the Council the next day j and detained 
the difpatches, that this matter might 

be 
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be recoafidered, as 1 jud^d die orders 
font to Mcff. Amyatt and Hay precipi- 
tate ; and that they ihut out all poi&bi- 
lity of an accommodation j aldio* the Na- 
bob Ihould be inclined to it. The Coun- 
Cfil being met* I fent in my opinion in a 
letter to the fecreti^y j which being read 
at the Board, produced the alteration 
which I propofed in the orders to MelJl 
Amyatt and Hay. 

The following is an extract from the 
ccHifultation of my letter to the fecretary, 
and the refolutions taken in confequence 
of it. 

Extra^of Confukation of June lo. Pre- 
fent Mejf. Billers, Adams, Cartier and 
Marriott. 

^TT'HE fecretary lays before the 
A. Board the following letter, 
which he this morning received from the 
Governor. 

Sir, As my late indifpoiition prevents 
my attending, the Board, 1 muft take 
this method of delivering my opinion 
upon the indradtions, which &ould 

be 
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be fent to Mefl*. Amyatt and Hay, in 
anfwcr to the laft advices received front 
them. 

If the Nabob perfifts in detaining the 
boats with arms, I think it mufl: be 
deemed a declared a£t of hoftility, and 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay directed, in fuch 
cafe, to take their leave. If the Nabob 
refufes to treat further with thofe gen- 
tlemen, without our removing the troops 
from Patna, by way of preliminary, I 
think, in that cafe likewife, they Ihould 
take their leave, as I am not for confent- 
ing to make any change in the ftation of 
our troops upon fuch demand. Butfup- 
pofing the arms to be releafed, and that 
MelT. Amyatt and Hay find the Nabob 
in a difpofition to treat, without infill- 
ing on the removal of our troops from 
Patna, as a preliminary j then, I think, 
thofe gentlemen Ihould be furnifhed with 
inftrudlions what further to fay to the' 
Nabob ; and thofe inftrudlions, I think, 
Ihould be, with refpedl to the troops at 
Patna, to reprefent to the Nabob, that 
they were ftationed there with a view of 

being 
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being in readinefs to affift him, whenever 
his affairs might require it; and that they 
Ihould be ready to a6t in conformity to 
that view, as foon as the prefent diffe- 
rences between us were accommodated. 
TJiey fhould be further directed to call 
upon the Nabob, for his particular ob- 
jedtions to the feveral articles or demands 
delivered him ; and having tranfmitted 
the fame to the Board, it fhould be con- 
lidered which are material to be infilled on . 

Some anfwer fhould likewife be fent 
to Meff. Amyatt and Hay, regarding 
Mahomed Allee, and the other officers of 
the government, at prefent kept here 
prifoners. The Nabob fays, as we have 
feized them, and have them in our hands, 
we may take our own fatisfaiSlion for the 
Ioffes fome have fuffered in their private 
trade. We fliould either tell Meff. A- 
myatt and Hay, that we will do fo, or 
elfc we fhould fend thofe officers up to 
them, with inflrudlions to deliver them 
to the Nabob, defiring him to oblige them 
to make good fuch Ioffes ; at the fame 
time, reaceiving from the government’s 

officers. 
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officers, the accounts of Ioffes they fay 
^they have fuffered by the violence of 
Englifli agents and gomaftahs j and this 
fecond method, I think, the moft proper. 

Neither the Company’s, nor private 
trade, meet at prefent with any inter- 
ruption. This is an effential reafon, why 
we ought to avoid, if poffible, engaging 
our employers in an expenfive war, and 
involving the country in troubles, to 
their great lofs, as well as that of the 
fettlement in general. 

The low ftate of our treafury, and the 
peace in Europe, by which the French 
will be repoffeffed of their fettlements in 
this country, are, in my opinion, other 
llrong reafons, why we fhould, if poffi- 
ble, keep on good terms with the Nabob. 

Finally, I think, that further in- 
ftrudfions fhould be fent to the gentlemen 
at Patna, concerning their manner of 
adling, in cafe a rupture with the Nabob 
fhould be unavoidable j with reference, I 
mean, to the feafon, which would pre- 
vent the troops from hence marching 
by land to join thofe at Patna; and going 

up 
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by boats, would take along timO, 
Upon this acticle, I fubmit myfelf to the 
judgment of major Adams. 

Ths lame being read and conhdered. 

Refoiution of the Board. 

Agreed, That we write in conse- 
quence, a further letter to MelT. Amyatt 
and Hay, acquainting them, that fup- 
pofing the arms to be releafed, and they 
Should find the' Nabob inclinable ftill to 
treat, without infilling on the feihbval 
of the troops from Patna, as a prelimi- 
nary, they may alTure him that thofe 
troops have been always llationed there 
for the Security of his government, and 
to maintain the tranquillity of the coun- 
try j and that they Shall Slill continue to 
anSt in conformity to this view. That 
they Shall then call upon the Nabob for 
his particular objeflions to the Several' 
articles or demands delivered him, and 
tranfmitthem to us, when we Shall con- 
fider and^ determine, which of them are 
firmatcriar as to require being' ftill* in- 
filled on, and which may be moderated; 
that if the Nabob Should again* make 
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mentiion of Mahomed ALLee* aad the o« - 
thcF pcifoners hece> we leave it to them 
to judge whether we had bed: prosecute 
the enquiry againll them ourfelvej?^ or 
fend them, up to them, to have it fini£h> 
edin prefence of the Nabob, and to give 
him their anfwera accordingly ; that they 
may receive from the government’s offi- 
cers, the account of any Ioffes they fay 
they have fudained, by the violence of 
the Englifh agentaand gomaflahs, upon 
their being properly authenticated ; and 
again affure the Nabob, that for what- 
ever appears to be juft, he fhall receive 
full fatisfadlion. On the further fubje<3: 
of the Governor’s letter, the Board are 
of opinion, that their utmod endeavors 
have been already ufed. to prevent the 
country’s being involved in troubles^ or 
their employers engaged in an expen;- 
five war : that they can now leave it only 
to time to fatisfy them, whether thefe 
endeavors will prove effedtual. That the 
circumdance of a peace in Europe, and' 
the fuppodtion drawn from thence, that' 
the French will obtain their refettlements 
' here. 
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here, is rather a ftrong reafbn, why we 
fhould employ the moft fpirited methods, 
to become immediately alTured of the 
Nabob’s intentions and difpoiition to- 
wards us, and not delay time in a fruitlefs 
negotiation. That with, regard to the 
laft. paragraph of the Governor’s letter, 
referred to the judgment of major A- 
dams j the major, with the reft of the 
members, think it unnecelTary to fend 
further inftru£tions to Patna, than, thofe 
contained in the letter of yefterday to 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay, and whereof a 
copy was tranfmitted to that factory. • 

On the 13th we received a letter from 
MolT. Amyatt and Hay, giving a very 
different account of the Nabob’s difpo- 
fition, from that contained in Mr. Amy- 
att’s letter to me, received four days be- 
fore. They advifed now, that ** the 
“ arms ftill continued under feizure, 
** That all con verfation with the Nabob, 

upon bufinefs, was at a ftand. That 
** the Nabob, buoyed up with the no- 
“ tion of his own ftrength, fliewed, by 

“ all 
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all his actions, that he was refolved 
** on a rupture, which they now looked 
** upon as unavoidable ; and therefore, 
wiflied us to remove them out of his 
** power as foon as poffible.” In an- 
fwer, we recommended to them, to tem- 
porize in any manner they could, to get 
themfelves out of the Nabob’s hands, in 
cafe they ftill judged a rupture unavoid- 
able, and that he dedgned to detain them. 
On the 17th, we received a letter from 
the fame gentlemen, which confirmed 
their former fentiments ; and the fame 
day, the following letters were received 
from Mr. Ellis, which brought the 
profpe<9: of war but nearer to our view, 
and left the Board nothing now to do, 
but approve of his meafures, and wait 
the illue. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr . Ellis to the 
Governor and Council, Dated June 5, 
1763. 

** ^ I ''HE Nabob, whofe brain it ever 
teeming with inventions, to dif- 
trefs, and render Us fubfervient to his 
VoL. III. T tyranny. 
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tyranny, has now hit upon a method of 
doing it very effectually, by inveigling 
away our feepoys. His emiflaries, em- 
ployed on this fervice, promile to the 
private men double the pay we give, 
advancing them one month ; and to the 
officers, a promotion in rank : and fo well 
hath his feheme fucceeded, that we have 
loft 200 men fince the firft inftant j a- 
mongft whom are many officers, and the 
remainder old feepoys, perfectly verfed 
in our difeipUne. 

It is now near four months, that we 
have been in a moft perplexing ftatc of 
fufpence, juft between the bounds of peace 
and war, with the government here j and 
during that time, have patiently, borne the 
many infults daily offered us j infimiuch, 
that our people begin to think, and with 
fome appearance of rfeafon, that we can- 
not do ourfelves juftice ; which is ano- 
ther motive for their going over to the 
Nabob. 

This, gentlemen, merits your moft le- 
rious and imntediate eonfideration ; for I 
do afiureyou, if remain much longer 

in 
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in the fituation we have been in for fome 
time paft, there will not be 500 old fee- 
poys left in the two battalions here (which 
I can fafely fay, were inferior to none in 
the fervicc) and the unhappy confequences 
that may attend our acting with a parcel 
of raw, undifciplined people, againll 
thofc whom we have taught to be fol- 
diers, are fufficiently obvious. 

The Nabob, in order to bring every 
force againft us, which it is poflible to 
colledt, has made up matters with Corn- 
gar Cawn, and put him in poffeflion of 
the country he before held. The feepoys, 
who were ftationed there, to the num- 
ber of about 1000, arrived here this day." 

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Ellis to the 
Governor and Council. Dated June 6, 
1763. 

** /^UR feepoys ftill continuing to 
defert in great numbers, I have 
judged it moft expedient, and for the 
good of the fervice, to order the whole 
party to hold thcmfelves in readinefs to 
T 2 march 
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ijiarch at a moment's warning, and Jiavc 
thereby entitled them toBatta. 

This is the only means of putting, a 
ftop to the defertion j and if it has Uie 
defired effect, will be well worth the 
expence.” 

The next day, we received two more 
letters from MelT. Amyatt and Hay, con- 
taining an account of an affront, offered 
to fome of the gentlemen of their com- 
pany, by the Nabob’s chokies; and men- 
tioning, that the Nabob flill infilled on 
l^he removal of our troops from Patna, 
and fatisfa^Slion for his grievances ; that 
parties of horfe were ftationed all roi^ipd 
them to prevent their efcape ; and 5000 
men were detached to Bengal ; with other 
cirQuraflahces, confirming their opinion 
lhat the Nabob would not treat. 

It appearing to the Board, that there 
was the ftrongeft reafbn to apprehend our 
dilputes wj^ the Nabob wonld end ip ^ 
rupture, it was thought peceff^ry to fpriXlL 
a jplap for the condui^. of the war^ wl>epr 
ever it lliQuld breklt out. 
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The fgllowing difpofition was refbl- 
ved upon accordingly ; with which Mefl*. 
Amyatt and Hay were acquainted, and 
again diredled to leave Mongheer as 
they could. 

ExtraSi of Confultation of 18, 1763. 

Prfent MeJf.Y Adams, Bil- 
lers, Cartier, Hallings, Marriott 
Watts. 

** TT is agreed, in order to form a 
front for the protection of the 
Company’s aurungs and lands, to fecure 
their inveftment and revenues in the beft 
manner poflible, and to endeavor to col- 
lect what we can from the other pro- 
vinces, to anfwer the expence of the 
war, that our troops be immediately 
prepared for taking poll, according to 
the following diipolltion. 

Captain Knox, with his detach- 
ment, in the province of Beerboom a 
detachment of 200 of the Company’s 
troops, and 300 feepoys, in the province 
of Niiddeea of KilThagur } the body of 
the army from Gheretfee,' at Coflihibu- 
T 3 zar i 
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zar; to pofTefs themfelyes of the city of 
Moorfhedabad. That in this difpoiition, 
the troops fliall march as nearly as pof^ 
fible in a line, fo as to be able to fupport 
each other, and the whole to a£t under 
the orders of major Adams. 

The diftance of captain Knox’s pre- 
fehtftationat Jcllafbre being conliderable. 

Agreed, That whilft the other pre- 
parations are making, he be directed to 
march toMidnapoor, and there wait with 
his party in readinefs for moving, until 
he lhall receive ourfurther orders, leaving 
behind him one company of feepoys and 
two or three gunners, to defend the poll 
at Jellafore.” 

As there was now fo great an appear- 
ance of an approaching rupture, it was 
judged neceffary to come to fome certain 
Fcfolution with relpe<9: to the govern- 
ment of the country on fuch an event. 
Suppoling the removal of Mecr Coffim 
from the fubadarree Ihould be the iffue ; 
likewife, with relpedl to the precautions 
which Ihould be tliken, for reingiburling 

to 
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to the Company the expence of the im- 
pending war i and to private merchants, 
the loiTes which they might fuilain in 
their concerns in the country. On thefe 
points the feveral members were to come 
prepared with their opinions, to the next 
meeting, which was held accordingly on 
the 20th, and the following are their 
opinions.” 

ExtraSiof ConfuUation o/'June 20, 1763. 
Prefent ikf^Vanlittart, Adams, Billers, 
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott Watts. 

Mr. WattsV Opinion. 

“ IV Watts is of opinion, that 
▼A fhould a rupture be unavoida- 
ble, the beft method would be taking 
of the government into our own hands, 
on account of the Company; but as the 
keeping of it, and the fettling it proper-; 
ly, will require a large force, he thinks 
it at prefent impracticable, and that the 
attempting it would be running a rilk of 
involving the country in a fcene of war, 
which, with our prefent force, we could 
not foon put a flop to. He therefore 

T 4 judges. 
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judges, that the moft advifeable method 
will' be the fixing upon a proper perfisn 
who has fome influence in the country ; 
but that before we declare him,i a treaty 
dtight to be made, and every precaution 
taken to prevent any difputes hereafter^ 
which will be unavoidable, if the limits 
of each party’s power are not fixed, as 
alio the liberties of our trade fettled. 
Thefetwo points require much confider- 
ation, and as each party muft give up 
^mething to the other, he begs leave to 
defer giving his further fentiments at 

The perfon who fliall be appointed, 
ihould pay to the Company the charges 
that may attend the war; but as it can- 
not be expedted ’ he will, or it may fo 
happen that he will not have ready mo- 
ney to anfwer this, and the many other 
demands he will have on him, at arriving 
td>the government; and the prefling him 
for the payment might give uneafinefs ; 
he thinks a grant of certain lands might 
be given the Company for ever j and he 
would prefer the following, as they may 

be 




J’ranJaBions in Beng'AL. 28? 

be maintained with a very little expence^ 
are aln^oft lecure againft any inyahooji 
and arc thofe in which the greateft part 
of the Company’s goods are mannfaf^urr 
ed j all the lands bounded on the weft, 
by the Hoogly river j on the north, by 
the Jillinguy river j on the eaft, by the 
Puddaj and on the fouth, by the fea* ; • 
All lands and cities which He be^ 
tween the fouth bank of the Magna, , or 
any other great river to the northward of 
the city of Dacca and the fea ; and as 
far eaft, as that river may run. 

H E alfo thinks, that the perfon fixed 
upon, ftiould make reftitution for all pri- 
vate Ioffes. 

Afr. Marriott’/ Opinion, 

-> In regard to the fettling the countiy, 
in cafe of a rupture with the Nabobs and 
•the removal of him from the fubahftiip, 
which now appears unavoidable j the firft 
difpofition that occurs, is the taking the 
country into our own hands, caliing.ourr 
felves Dewan for the King, and applyi- 
ing to him accordingly for funnuds,-prof' 
mifing and paying him his annual, re ve- 
nues. 
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Ruee, for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Oriffa, as former Nabobs uled to do, 
and which latter ones have never done. 
This difpofition, however, is liable to 
many objections, and at prefent irnpra^^ 
cable, as our whole force is very infuf- 
licienC, to Jceep poffeffion of fuch a traft 
of country. 

The next method that occurs, is the 
fixing on another man as Nabob, who 
may be more under our direction than the 
prefent. For there appears no medium 
can be obferved } we muft either govern 
him, or he will us } and we muft fub- 
init to have aftairs upon the footing they 
were in Serajah Dowla’s time, if fiich a 
ftep is not followed. 

. Ijf putting another Subah in the go- 
vernment is approved, the next thing to 
be confidcred, is the perfon proper for 
this purpofe j and being unacquainted 
with any of the prefent Nabob’s Jemmat- 
dars, or other men of family in the coun- 
try, I can think of no one but the late 
Nabob, whofe chief caufe for refigning 
the Subahlhip beiog then removed, he 

would 
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would take the weight of government a- 
gain on himfelf, and agree to what we 
might propofe, which I think need only 
be the demands now made upon Coffim 
Allee Cawn, with a ftipulation of the 
number of troops he (hould keep up, and 
alfo of the number of ours he Ihould have 
about his perlbn. 

With regard to the reimburfing the 
Company, for the expences of the war, a 
calculation fhould be made of them, as 
near as poflible, and fuch a fum required for 
the payment, either in money, or in the 
revenues of a tra^t of lands, held and col- 
ledted by the Company, till fuch fum 
was difchargcd. It (hould likewife be lli- 
pulated, that the perfon promoted Ihould 
make good the lolTes private perfons may 
fuftain on this occafion. j but the necefla- 
ry amount cannot be determined on atpre- 
fent s and that he Ihould make a gratuity 
in money to the military for their fervices. 
Many objections I am fenfible may be 
ftarted againft reinftating the old Nabob; 
one, our Honorable Mailers approved of 
the late change; but yet, if their noble 

acquifitions 
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ions are continued to them, and 
tranquility reftored in the country, I flat- 
ter myfelf they will not objeA to thie 
■name of Mcer Jafiier Alice, whole natu- 
'^tal rcferttment againll us may he chang- 
ed;' andif it fhouldnot, it may be curbed, 
hy keeping always Ibme of our troops 
with him. The late Nabob’s weak ca- 
pacityi that was made an argument a- 
gairtft him, I think would, confiftent 
with good politics, rather plead in his 
favor, as it certainly can never be the 
Company’s intereft to have an enterpriz- 
iffg Nabob, for the Subah of thefe pro- 
vinces ; it being fo natural for a man, in 
that ilation, to endeavor at all rates to 
render himfelf independent. 

Mr. Haftings’j Opinion, 

Wif Af E VER be the event of a war 
\^th the Nabob, which I yet hope may 
be a^bided', asl have ever declared againft 
all the meafur^s that have led to it, I 
Alight^ ' Welbdeclifie ^vhig .my* opinion, 
wifhr rel^eft ' td' tho ^ fifteft eftablithment 
fO'4ako ptecef^^pOff the fttbverfhi'ri of thfe 
iiK^^bBifefe dfiid i p(^- 
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oF fuch difficulty, that I muft of nec^ty 
leave it to abilities fuperior to my own, 
to point out fuch a provifion as may feirvc 
both to remedy the divilions, and prevent 
the bloodfhed, which fuch a change will 
introduce in the country, and to pfe<r 
ferve the Engliffi name, and the CompaV 
ny from finking with the weight of thek* 
own acquifitions. Thefe con&quences 
1 think unavoidable, tho’ there is ’ little 
likelihood that our. difputc with the, Nar 
bob will be of long duration, or give us 
much trouble. ■ > 

For reimburfing the Company ’15 e:j£- 
pences, and the Iqfi which their .trader 
as well as that of private merchants 
fufiain, in the courle of the war, care 
Ihould be taken to affign a proper and li- 
mited fund for that purpofe, which- ipay 
be determined upon, whenever the pl^ 
is fixed for the operations of the , war. 

Mr. Cartier’r^ /. i\i. 

The keepjiig of this Iminenf© 
of country for the ufe and fervioe vofilho 
HonorabloConapany, would lpad us!ifi(i$l 
fuch a feeno of ffifficultif^s,: as we Ihould^ 

not 
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not eafily get over ; nor do I think the 
civil or military body, on this eftabli£h« 
ment, fuificiendy large for the manager 
ment artd protection of the fame, which 
would be the means of giving birth to 
endlefswars and oppreffions, and produce 
difaifedions among the natives % thefe,a>- 
mong other reafons that might be urged^ 
are fufficient with me to difapprove ailep 
of this nature; but a war being in my 
opinion now' unavoidable, it becomes ne- 
cefiary to conhderwhat meafuresare mojR: 
likely to bring it to a fpeedy concluiion* 
as well as thofe which may tend to fup- 
port us in its duration. It is therefore, 
in my opinion, ab&lutely necellary we 
aim to form, or fix an alliance with fuch 
officers, as may be in or out of employ, 
under the prefent government, whole 
influence or credit might be of real fer- 
vice ; and that we immediately declare 
in favor of fcxne perfon, as Subah of this 
province, whofe interell in it might facili> 
tate the method of gaining over theie of- 
ficers,. The reftoring of Meer Jaffier Al-. 
lee Cawn to his iptmer digoity, wPuM 
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l>e the moft likely meansof efFeiding'thofe 
ends, and in all human probabiii^ moii 
agreeable to the country. It would for* 
thermorc be doing an a<3: of joftice to st . 
man, who, in my opinion, never injur- 
ed us. 

Tho’ I declare in favor of Meer Jaf- 
fler Alice Cawn, I think we ought to 
regulate certain matters with, him, as 
might tend to a folrd eflablifhment of his 
government, and prefervc out own infl:a-> 
ence ; which, if not abufed, the reilric- 
tions we m^fubjcfthim to, will, I hope, 
be canhdered as a method beB adapted to 
continue a lafting peace in the country. 
The refiridlions are as follows. 

First, That his (landing army Ihould 
not exceed 5000 effective horfe,and io,oo <3 
gunmen; and this body to be diflributed 
on the different frontiers of his country; 
That his conftant refidence be at Moor-s 
(hedabad, and that no more chan 500 horfe^ 
and 2oCK> gunmen, do take, poft there* 
Mongheer to be evacuated hy the court 
of his Excellency, and to be garrifoned 
a« a fort. That a corps of 250 EuropeK* 
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ansy and a battalion of feepoys, be always 
in cantonments at Coilimbuzar, for the 
protection of his Excellency’s perfon, in 
cafe of neceffity. 

Secondly, That a treaty, previous'to 
the operations of our army, ihould be 
fettled with the Nabob, on the above 
points ; likewife, as to the grant of jag- 
heer funnuds, for the three provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong; 
the fettling of our trade, on the footing 
we demand it to be on, till the pleaiure 
of the Company is known ; and a ra- 
tification of the reft of the feveral de- 
mands made on Coffim Allee Cawn, 
which we may think indifpenfably necef- 
fary to ftick to. That the expences of 
the war be defrayed by the Nabob, and 
indemnification for all real Ioffes that may 
be fuftained by private perfons of this fet- 
tlement, in the courfc of the war, and 
fince the commencement of thefediiputes, 
if owing to them ; the capture of what- 
ever treafure may be made from the pre- 
fent Nabob, to belong to Meer Jaffier, 
to enable him tq, anfwer the a]l>9ve dif- 

burfements. 
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burfements, - and to make a gratification 
to the troops of his Majefty, and thofe 
of the Company. 

Mr. Billers’j Opinion. 

Mr. Billers gives it as his opinion, 
that (if the prefent Nabob, in confe- 
quence of a war is removed from the fu- 
bahfhip) a perfon of influence fhould be 
put in poflTefllon of the government j for, 
on a declaration of fuch our intention, it 
is to be imagined many of the zemindars, 
that are difafFeited with the prefent Su- 
bah, would declare themfelves in our fa- 
vor. He would have fuch perfon put un- 
der proper refiriiftions j likewife thofe 
funnuds for the lands, now called tun- 
caws, changed into jagheeree funnuds,^ 
and confirmed by him as fuch ; and tho 
feveral remaining articlesinfifted on from 
the prefent Nabob, ratified by him. That 
he fhould be obliged to hold his court at 
Moorfhedabad* and evacuate Mongheeri^ 
and only look upon it as a frontier town,^ 
and guard i(;,a§ fttehj he fliould.be allow-, 
ed a proper V number of troops to guard 
the threefproyb^ces,. and coUeft 

Vot,m> U venues. 
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venues, which number fhould be fettled 
by the Governor and Council, and li- 
mited fo, as to put it out of his power to 
hurt the Englifh. He fliould be put in 
pioflefllon of all the treafure that may be 
found in Mongheer;and fuch riches as may 
belong to the prefent Nabob. For reim- 
burfing the cxpences of the Company, 
and Ioffes fuftained by private people, he 
fhould be obliged to allow a certain fum, 
which may be hereafter ftipulated. 

If he (Mr. Billers) is called upon to 
nominate a man, he thinks the former 
Nabob, Meer Jaffier Alice Cawn, in every 
refpedl, a very proper perfon. 

11 E is further of opinion, that a pro- 
per recompence fhould be made, both to 
the King’s and Company’s troops, for put- 
ting the perfon fixed upon in full poffeffion 
of the government. 

Major Adam^j Opinion. 

I F it Ihould be deemed neceffary to 
remove the Nabob, in confequence of a 
war, I think it will be requifite to let 
fome perfon up in oppofition to him, 
whofe influence in the country may draw 

to 
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to his, and our affiftance, many of the 
Nabob’s officers. As I am not acquaint - 
ed with either the influence or abilities of 
the principal men of the country, I beg 
to refertothefentimentsof the other gen- 
tlemen at the Board, whofe perfonal ac- 
quaintance with them, and knowledge 
of their charadlers, enables them to judge 
who would be the properefl: perfon to treat 
with, on an affair of fuch importance. 

The perfon nominated ffiould,! think^ 
be laid under fuch reftridlions, as to ren- 
der him incapable of difturbing the trade 
or tranquility of the country, and oblige 
him toreimburfe theCompany the whole 
cxpence of the war, and fatisfy the pri- 
vate merchants for the lofles they may 
fuftain i but that no ftep fhould be taken 
in the affair, until the Board have re- 
ceived anfwers to their letters, writ- 
ten to Meff. Amyatt and Hay on the 9th 
and loth inflant. 

T"he Prejident's Opinion. 

Alt ho’ fome of the demands made 
upon the Nabob, and which have occa- 
fioned his prefent ill difpofition, are fuch, 
U 2 as 
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as I have always difapproved and thought 
unjuft, and fuch as the Company’s in- 
terefts are no ways concerned in ; yet, I 
hoped, and believed the Nabob would 
have acquiefced therein, and waited with 
patience, till an anfwer could be receiv- 
ed from the Court of Dire<5tors. But as 
he is fo ralh and ill-advifed, as to com- 
mit a<fts of violence againft us, of fuch a 
nature, as portend a total rupture, I ftiall 
ufe all diligence in forwarding the necef- 
fary preparations for fuch an event j and 
notwithftanding my difapprobation of 
the fteps, by which this war is likely to 
be brought on, at a time, when the 
Company’s bufinefs meets with no inters 
ruption; yet, when hoftilities do unavoid- 
ably commence, no one will be more for- 
ward in promoting fuch vigorous mea- 
fures, as feem moft conducive to bring 
it to a fpeedy ifllie. 

While fuch nieafures are purfuing, 
and we are in a ftate of war, I lhall think 
it my duty to remain here ; but as foon 
as I fee our Honorable Mafters affairs re- 
ftored to a ftate of fecurity and tranqui- 
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lity, I am determined to quit the chair, 
as I will never be concerned in a fecond 
regulation of the government of thefe 
provinces, after the depofing of Coffim 
Allee Cawn, which I fuppofe to be the 
intent of the war, and, in all human pro- 
bability, will be fpeedily accompliihed. 

I WAS one of a Board of Seledt Com- 
mittee, who, in the month of Septem- 
ber, 1760, determined on the treaty with 
Coffim Allee Cawn, which foon after 
brought him to the Nizamut. Altho’ 
our refolutions were unanimous, feme 
members, who were at that time not in 
Bengal, raifed afterwards abundance of 
objections, were not fparing of reproach- 
es againft the members who were pre- 
fent, and fome even declared, they thought 
the faid treaty not binding upon them. 
A ftrong oppolition was formed hereup- 
on, and every opportunity has fince been 
taken, of aggravating difputes with the 
Nabob ; by which means, jealoufies and 
fujfpicions have been nouriflied, until 
they are grown into the ftate, in which 
we now fee* them. 

U 3 


Thus, 
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Thus experienced, itis'notfarprizing, 
that I fliould be unwilling to give my 
vote for any particular perfon, to fuc- 
ceed Coflim Alice Cawn, or to enter into 
a difcuffion of the Company’s right to 
nominate to fuch fucceffion, upon which 
fome doubts may arife ; for altho’ they 
may contradt with the neareft heir, to 
fupport his pretenlions, which was the 
nature of our engagement with Coffim 
Alice Cawn, it does not follow, that 
they have a right to proceed to a new 
appointment, in cafe there be no heir of 
the fame family. But as it is my defign, 
that my government fliall expire as foon 
as Coflim Alice is depofed, and the tran- 
quility of the country reftored, it is 
more for our Honorable Matters benefit, 
and the welfare of the province, that all 
queftions relative to the fucceffion, be 
decided by thofe who will remain here 
to fupport the perfon, in whofe favor 
they may turn. 

Whatever maybe therefolutions of 
the Board, I ftiall do my utmoft to pro- 
mote their fucc^sful execution, as long 

as 
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as I remain in the chair ; and the perfon 
who may be treated with, I think, fliould 
engage to pay the Company fuch a fum, 
as may be ftipulated for the expences of 
the war ; as likewife fuch further fum, 
as lhall be agreed upon for the indemni- 
fication of the lofles, which the mer- 
chants, living under our prote< 5 tion, will 
unavoidably fuffer in their concerns in the 
country.” 

After thefe opinions had been read, 
and much debate pafled on the fubjedt at 
the Board, it was refolved, that the mem^ 
bers jfhould take time till the next meet- 
ing, to determine on a matter of fuch im- 
portance. 

On the 23d, arrived the following let- 
ter from MelT. Amyatt and Hay to the 
Board. Dated June 14, 1763. 

** TT appears to us from the Nabob's 
difpofition of his forces, both by 
his ftrengtheningthe detachments towards 
Beerboom and Moorlhedabad, and his 
ordering to be allembled at Patna his 
troops from the Mey country, and other 
U 4 places 
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places to the weflward, and from what 
he has dropped in converfation, that 
he defigns to attack, at the fame time, 
both Burdwan, and our forces at Patna, 
in hopes of fubduing them before they 
can be fuccoured. He continues to treat 
us with the greateft flight, and we almofl: 
daily meet with infults from his people- 
We have thought it neceflfary to write 
you the above, and to forward you a du- 
plicate of the cypher, the receipt of 
which you have not yet acknowledged, as 
we are doubtful what the event may be, 
on our delivering the Governor’s letter 
to his Excellency to-morrow, efpecially 
as we have received lb little protection 
from him for our. people, fince we have 
been here ; and he feems to have fo high 
an opinion of his own force, which, we 
imagine, he is led to by the Armenian, 
who is his foie minifter, and we believe 
the only perfon that influences him to a 
rupture. The laft time we were with 
the Nabob, he told us, that peace or war 
depended on the removing our troops 

from 
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from Patna, which, if we complied with, 

he would then talk on bufinefs. 

Our gentlemen were again ftopped 

this morning at the fame chokey, and 
carried prifoners to the Nabob through 
his army ; the Nabob has been pleafed 
to fay, he has confined the people, and 
will give us fatisfadtion for this. 

A Note in Cypher. 

We delivered the Governor’s letter to 
the Nabob this morning ; on receiving 
which, he immediately declared there 
was war ; but told us, ‘we might wait till 
we received the Governor’s and Council’s 
orders, and fend him under our hands 
and feals the amount of them, when in 
cafe they did not order down our troops 
from Patna, he would fend us paflports 
to go to Calcutta ; but that he would 
detain Mr. Hay for fecurity that his 
aumils, and the people in our hands, be 
delivered up. 

W E conclude, that the Nabob’s view 
in this, is principally to fecure the fafety 
of Petrus ; we therefore recommend the 
immediate fecuring of that man, as Mr, 

Hay’s 
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Hay’s only fecurity, who has agreed to 
remain with the Nabob.” 

The precaution, which they recom- 
mended with refped: to Coj a Petrus, was 
accordingly obferved ; tho’ I had fufficient 
reafon to believe their furmife groundlefs, 
lince the Nabob’s declared pretence for 
detaining Mr. Hay, was the moft natural 
conftru<Stion that could be put upon that 
a<Stion ; and had he flopped here, the 
ftri<3:eft juftice could hardly have con- 
demned him for it, after the provocation 
which we had given, and the example 
which we had afforded him } but I fhall 
forbear any further reflections for the 
prefent on this fubjeCt, and haflen to the 
conclufion. 

The next letter brought a fhort 
glimpfe of hope, and made me imagine, 
that the Nabob, having tried the effeCts 
of a long oppofition, and dreading the 
confequences of a war, was now refbl- 
ved to confent to peace upon any condi- 
tions. This letter was as follows. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Meff. Amyatt and 
to the Board. Dated ]\in& 19, 1763. 

« Hf S evening. Rajah Nobit Roy 
X has been with us to inform us, 
that his Excellency confents to releafe 
the boats of arms immediately, and will 
treat without perfifting in his prelimi- 
nary demand of removing the troops from 
Patna ; and we have accordingly agreed 
to wait upon him to-morrow.*’ 

The flattering profpeft which this 
letter had opened, vaniflaed almoft in the 
inftant of its firft exiftence, and was fuc- 
ceeded by flying reports of troubles al- 
ready commenced at Patna, which, tho’ 
tmpoflible to be traced to any credible 
authority, and told with improbable and 
contradidlory circumftances, yet left no 
doubt, that fome extraordinary and cala- 
mitous event had given ,rife to them. 
What added to the.credit of thefc ru- 
mours was, that we had not heard from 
Patna for fome days. And on the 30th 
of the month we were informed, by a 
letter from the gentlemen at Coffimbu- 

zar. 
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2ar, that our dauks had been made pri- 
foners by the fougedarof Rajemahl, and 
the letters feized, by which our commu- 
nication with Patna and Mongheer was 
flopped. 

In the mean time, I received* two let- 
ters, in a very different ftyle, from the 
Nabob, one on the 26th, and the other 
on the 29th of June. I fliall enter both, 
and leave it to the reader to make the ob- 
vious comments on the pacific difpolition, 
which theNabob plainly fhewed to the lafl, 
till driven to the neceffity of flanding on 
his defence, by the a< 5 tual hoftilities be- 
gun by our factory at Patna. 

Copy of a Cetter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated ]\ine^ ig, 1763. 

“ T Have received your kind letter 
with pleafure ; you write, that you 
have read the lift of demands, prefented 
by Mr. Amyatt, with my anfwer to each 
article j that it is furprifing that not one 
of them have been confented to, and that 
I repeatedly write for the removal of the 
troops from Patna j and that you and 

Mr. 
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Mr. Amyatt never wrote to me that arms 
were not difpatched to that place, but 
that the forces which are already there 
want mulkets. That I had flopped fix 
boats loaded with mufkets, and taken 
from the Company’s gomaflah at Bahar 
2000 maunds of falt-petre. That 4 or 
500 mufkets, or 2000 maunds of falt- 
petre, were no great matter to either of 
us i but by fuch unprofitable a( 5 lions, 
I rendered entirely ufelefs and inefiec- 
tual, all your endeavors and fludy to 
preferve peace and union between us. 
That from all thefe circumflances you 
fuppofed, that I was refolved upon a rup- 
ture ; if fo, that I fhould write it plain- 
ly. That I naight be alTured, that unlefs 
I releafed the boats and arms, there 
would be an end to all our friendfliip 
and peace, and to all concerns between 
us. Sir, in my reply to each article of 
the demands, what have I anfwered con - 
trary to the treaty, or not conformable 
to juflice, or what bufinefs of yours have 
I put a flop to ? Write me any inflance 
that I may know it. From the profef; 

fions 
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fions of you, gentlemen, and my own 
con^dence in you, I alTured myfelf, that 
the troops at Patna were £of my fervice, 
and for that rcafon I fent for them. I 
now underitand, that they are kept at 
Patna for the defence, and the huhnefs 
of the faAory, and for my grievance and 
detriment. Had I known as much be- 
fore, I ihouM not have fent for them ; 
nor had. I any other rcafon for defirihg 
their removal from Patna, but that Mr. 
Ellis is my profeffed enemy; and for 
thefe two years has created difturbanccs, 
leaving unattempted no means to ruin 
my affairs. For this reafbn, if you think 
it proper to keep up forces at Patna; and 
that the boats of arms fliould be releafed, 
it is fit that you fhould appoint Mr. A- 
myatt, or Mr. McGwire, or Mr. Haf- 
tings, whichlbever of thefe gentlemen 
you approve of, to the chiefship of Pat- 
na, and remove Mr. Ellis from that 
place. By this means, good order will 
be introduced into both our affairs ; but 
if you, gentlemen, are refolved at all e- 
vents upon a rupture^ write me fo plainly. 

Whoever 
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Whoever wrote you, gentlemen, 
that I had feized your falt-petre, wrote 
an abfolute falihood, and with a wicked 
defign. It is true, that 4 or 500 mulkets, 
are no great matter to you j neverthelefs, 
they would be of ufe to me, in the ap-( 
pearance which they would have with' 
the zemindars, and the common people of 
this country. If you will oblige me, by 
granting this flight favor, I may at 
length reap this benefit (be it great or 
fmall) in three years, from the influence 
of the Company, and the kindnefs of you, 
gentlemen. The amount of their price 
I will pay ; if you will not give them, 
you are mafters of your own goods. You. 
ought to conlider well, from what quar- 
ter war and difcord fhew themfelves. 
For inftance, the Englifh Council has fent 
fl:ri£t orders to all the gomaftahs of their 
factories, that upon any fault being com- 
ifiitted, by any of the officers of the fir- 
car, they fhall, without acquainting me, 
or my naibs, or aumils, chaftize him, 
and carry him away a prifoner. And 
tho’ I had difmifled Mahomed Allee 

from 
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from my fervice, and fent for him, when 
he had waited a few days to prepare his 
accounts, and was upon the point of fet- 
ting out for this place, your people feized 
and carried him to Calcutta ; and befides 
this, they have imprifoned feveral others 
of the officers of the lircar. 

It is needlefs to write, what difgrace 
they have thrown upon my affairs. Had 
l.refufed topuniih them upon convidlion 
of their faults, yet, in that cafe, it would 
npt hjive been juft to quarrel with my of- 
ficers. Whatever claims or feizures, or 
war, or force were to be made, ought 
to have fallen upon me. After fo op- 
probrious an adt, fo oppofite to the rules 
of friendfhip, what room was there left 
for mutual confidence ? To your demand 
that I fhould write plainly, whether my 
defigns are for war ? I declare to you 
plainly, that I upon no account do de- 
fire a war writh you, gentlemen ; nor do 
I interrupt either the Company’s trade^ 
or your foreign commerce. But you, 
gentlemen, fetting on foot once or twice 
every yea^ a new treaty, enter into ne- 

gotiations. 
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gotiations, and infifl: on an anfwer to 
your own liking i by' this you leave me 
without remedy. Whatever is to be 
done, delay not. If I have done any 
thing contrary to the old treaty, acquaint 
me with it. You have taken Burdwan, 
and the other countries, for defraying 
the expences of the Englifli army j and 
in the old treaty you have written, that 
your army fliall attend me j and now, 
when I defire you to remove your forces 
from Patna, and fuffer them to attend 
me, you make excufes and denials. This 
is foreign from juftice. With refpedt to 
Mr. Ellis, how fhall I fpeak, or how fliall 
I write what quarrels he has made with 
my people from the beginning, and how 
he has injured my affairs ? Now, he is 
every day making preparations again fl 
*Meer Mahomed Mehdee Cawn, and 
making a flicw of his forces before him, 
and is ready to attack him. In this cafe, 
I and my people are without remedy. It 
is a duty on every man to defend his 
own honor. 

VoL. III. X P. S. 


* Naib of Patna. 
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P. S. Sir, concerning what you have 
wrote of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn’s 
monthly allowance, you know, that at 
this time, I have not an aumil in any 
place, and that the revenues of the fircar 
are at a fland. As foon as the aumils 
are gone into their Nations, I will with- 
out fail dilcharge it.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 

Governor. Dated l\xnc 22, 1763. 

** T Have already acquainted you fully 
and repeatedly with the affairs of 
this place, and you will have underftood 
the whole. At this time, upon the 
receipt of your letter, in which you in- 
fill; on the releafe of the boats laden with 
mufkets, I have complied with your de- 
fire, and releafed the boats with the 
mufkets. But Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
have given me this plain anfwer, they 
have received an order of the Council, 
which is, that the troops at Patna fhall 
never be removed, as you will obferve 
by the letter written to me by thofc 
gentlemen, of wlych I fend you a copy. 

As 
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As to the particulars of Mr. Ellis, 
what fhall I write ? Daily he is feeking 
occafion to quarrel with Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Bchader j and now, by 
what I can learn, that gentleman is bent 
upon the defign of aiTaulting the fort of 
Patna. To this purpofe, I have juft 
received an arzee from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader, with a paper of 
news of that quarter. I opened them in 
the prefence of MefT. Amyatt and Hay ; 
a copy of each I fend you inclofed in this 
letter for your perufalj and from them you 
will have a clear view of all particulars ; 
and in the fame manner, the Engliih fee- 
poy s are committing all manner of violence 
and hoftilities in the perganah of Bahr- 
bund.. A letter upon this fubjedt, which 
I received from Mahfing, the aumil of 
that quarter, I have fhewn to the faid 
gentlemen, and now fend a copy of it 
like wife to you, for your information. 

By your friendfhip and kindnefs my 
affairs have been brought to this pafs. 
The meaneft perfon that exifts, could ne- 
ver have fubmitted to ufe fo great a for- 
X 2 bearance j 
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bearance ; and that I have forborn fo 
long, was owing to this only, that your 
reputation might not fufFer with your 
mafters. I now leave you to your own 
concerns. Since Mr. Ellis has proceed- 
ed to fuch lengths, as to prepare ladders 
and platforms, in order to take the fort 
of Patna j now you may take whatever 
meafures you think bed: for the interefts 
of the Company, and your own. I re- 
peatedly wrote to you to releafe hie from 
this bulinefs, and appoint another, but 
you did not even reply to me on this 
fubjed:. Since the chiefs of the facto- 
ries are dretching out their hands againd: 
my honor and reputation, I and my peo- 
ple are in every refpeCt without remedy, 
nor is it in my power to ufe any longer 
forbearance. 

P. S. Sir, fince the receipt of the 
former arzee from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee CaWn Behadcr, another arzee, 
with a paper of news, is arrived 1 the 
fubftance of it is, that the Englidi are 
throwing down the houfes at Baukipore, 

and 
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and expelling the tenants, in order to 
make entrenchments. 

When the zemindar of that place went 
to Mr. Carftairs to reprefent this af- 
fair to him, that gentleman paid no re- 
gard to him. 

I SEND you a copy of the arzee, and 
the paper of news.” 

Copy of a Letter from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader to the Nabob. 

** T Have continually reprefented to 
*“■ your Excellency, that the chief of 
the factory at Patna is bent upon a rup- 
ture i and your Excellency, in anfwer to 
my arzees, continually informs me, that 
a peace will fliortly be concluded, and 
the Englifh troops withdrawn from Pat- 
na. I have fent repeated reprefentations 
of the ftate of this place ; and that that 
gentleman was refolved upon a rupture, 
infomuch, that he has even made plat- 
forms and ladders for fcaling the walls 
of the fort. One day, he made them 
ready for this delign, and was near the 
X 3 walls, 

* Commanding officer of the detachment. 
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walls, when a ftorm of wind and rain 
came on, and caufcd him to defer it. 
This is our ftate j but your Excellency 
neither fends us any reinforcements, nor 
gives me any orders to fight ; what then 
am I to do, fitting inaftive ? Since the 
feepoys of Bengal have gained an ill 
name, for their treachery to former Na- 
zims, it is not in my power to bring my- 
felf to fo much forbearance and want of 
fpirit. If that chief is determined on a 
quarrel, I will put up with no more in- 
fults, but will fight with him. 

P. S. On the 5th of the moon, the 
hircarras of the fircar delivered me a 
paper of news, which I fend, for your 
Excellency's information, inclofed. 

Copy of the Paper of News. 

I HAVE repeatedly informed your Ex- 
cellency of the difturbances committed 
by Mr. Ellis. This is the prefent ftate ; 
the difturbances created by the faid gen- 
tleman daily increafe ; his feepoys come 
clofe to the fort, and give ill-language 
to the people of the fort ; and fay to 
them, “ whatdo ycudofitting in the fort.? 

“ Why 
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Why do you not come out into the 
plain, that we may cut your heads oiFr” 
In this manner they ufe infulting expref- 
fions j and that gentleman has alfo made 
platforms, and high ladders for fcaling 
the walls. One day^ with this delign» 
he approached the fort, when a ftorm of 
wind and rain came on, and caufed him 
to defer it. I daily write to you what 
palTes, but your Excellency takes no 
mcafures for redrefling thefe diforders ; 
and Meer Mahomed Mehdce Cawn Be- 
hader will not fight without your orders. 

Second Paper of News. 

T o the weft of Moorlidur’s gardens 
dwelt many tenants; Mr. M‘Leod * tur- 
ned them out, pulled their houfes down, 
and threw them upon the intrenchments, 
where builders are at work. The ze- 
mindar of the place, taking the tenants 
with him, carried them before captain 
Carftairs, and complained ; but receiving 
no anfwer, was forced to return with the 
tenants to his own houfe.” 

X 4 

* One of the officers of the detachment. 
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Ci)py of a Letter from Mahfing, Aumil 
■ of Bahrbund, to the Nabob. 

** T Have before reprefented the par- 
A ticulars of the aflault made by 
Dearam, the Englifh gomaftah, with a 
body of 500 feepoys, &c. at the laft pahr 
of the night, on the cutcherree of the 
perganah of Bahrbund. At this time 
about 700 Europeans and feepoys are 
arrived at Cheelmarree in the faid perga- 
nah, have plundered the merchants and 
tenants, and making their way to the 
cutcherree, early in the morning they at- 
tacked my peflikar, in Rannee Gunge^ 
they killed and wounded about 1 5 of my 
peons, &c. and committed great ravages. 
Though they are now returned to Dacca, 
yet they will not defift from their hoftile 
intentions. Thefe difturbances, repeated- 
ly caufed by the Englifh, have entirely 
ruined the perganah. The tenants are 
fled, the revenues are entirely at a fland, 
and the lands are wafle j added to thefe 
damages, the tuncaw of the Rangamet- 
tee fougedar has fuffered ; and your Ex- 
cellency can welkjudge in what manner 

the 
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the balances are to be recovered, and 
the new collcdtions made, amidfl thefc 
difbrders. As the part: difturbances have 
made it neceffary to entertain a few horfe 
and foot, for the protection of my honor, 
and I have been obliged to borrow mo- 
ney to pay them two months pay, I 
requeft, that a perwannah may be grant- 
ed me for a tuncaw.” 

The advices tranfmitted to the Na- 
bob, by his officer at Patna, of Mr. El- 
lis’s intention to attack the city, agree- 
ing with the general report which had 
prevailed for fome days, it was no longer 
doubted that hoftilities had begun at that 
place ; and therefore, on the 2d of July, 
orders were given for the army to march 
from Gherettee. Some days before, a 
letter was difpatched to meet Mr. Amy- 
att, directing him to leave his efcort at 
Coffimbuzar, which would fufficiently 
fecure that faCtory till the army reached it. 

It is argued by many, that the army 
ihould have marched fooner; but if it 
be confidered, that the march of the 

army 
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army would have been regarded by the 
Nabob, and all the country, as a certain 
declaration of war, it would have been 
improper, while we had any hopes from 
the negotiation j and after that hope was 
nearly loft, it would have been impru- 
dent to move the army, until our depu- 
ties had received their difmiflion, leaft it 
fliould put them in danger of being de- 
tained with their efcort. All the necef- 
fary preparations were made to infure, as 
far as the nature of war will admit, the 
fuccefs of our arms in cafe of a rupture j 
and if the Patna detachment had not 
been loft by their own diforderly beha- 
vior, the troubles would fcarce have 
fpread into Bengal. 

On the 4th arrived the following note 
in cypher from Mr. Amyatt, direded to 
Mr. Ellis, but brought by miftake to 
Calcutta, inftead of another of the fame 
tenor, addrefled to the Board. 

“We are made prifoners, as far as 
“ feizing our boats, and furrounding of 
I “ us can make us. The boats of arms 

were 
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** were flopped afew miles from hcnce^. 
** Mongheer June, 21, 1763.” 

The hircarra that brought the note 
reported, that being flopped and de- 
tained 

^ This was the laft of Mr. Amyatt’s letters from 
Mongheer, that reached us before the war was de- 
clared ^ but major Adams finding fome of his gapers 
at Moorlhedabad, fent me a copy from his letter- 
book of a letter of the 22d of June. This giving 
fome further account of the footing on which he 
parted with the Nabob, I have thought proper to 
infert it. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt to Mr. Ellis, 
dated Mongheer, the % 2 d of June, extra^ed 
from his Leiter’-Book y where is a Memorandum^ 
that he wrote a Letter of the fame Tenor to Mr. 
Vanfittart. 

S I R, 

From the Nabob’s aftions, two nights ago, we 
were effeftually made prifoners, furrounded by a bo- 
dy of horfe all night, and our boats feized. That 
day in the morning wc dcfired Nobit Roy to tell the 
Nabob, as we were ordered to return, we could 
not, nor would not ftay, therefore dcfired per- 
wannahs and duftucks for our free pafTage ; and 
if he did not give them, we would go without. 
In the evening Nobit Roy informed us, the boats 
with arms fhould be relcafed \ upon which we af- 
fured him, wc would not think of going, but with 

the 
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detained a little on this fide of Mong- 
heer, by the Nabob’s chokeys, he learn- 
ed, that Mr. Amyatt was gone to Patna, 
and that our forces had attacked and taken 
the city. 

Though we could not depend upon 
this news, yet there was great reafon to 
think it true j and from this moment I 
was to enter on a new part. Hitherto I 
had regarded the Nabob as the injured 
j^rty i and his condudl from his accef- 
fion to the fubahfliip, to the opening of 

our 

the Nabob’s confent. Notwithftanding this, he, that 
night, took the .above precautions to flop us, not 
tr iffting our words. T o-day all our boats were given us 
back again,and theNabob haspromifed todifmifsus 
the day after to-morrow j for we declared to him» 
we could not think of treating with him as afFairs 
are now fituated, we prifoners, and he fending 
jreinforcements to Patna, nor could we anfwcr for 
thc.confequencc, when all this intelligence reached 
you and the gentlemen in Calcutta. The boats 
with the arms are cleared from the chokey at Su- 
rygarrah, and gone on, but there are many more 
chokeys for them to pafe I believe. Thus matters 
ftand at prefent, which I think neceffary to inform 
you of. TheNabob has given us aflurances of our 
perfons and honor W^irig fafe, as far as words will 
allow. I am, &c. 
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our laft difpiites, and even to the prefent 
period as irreproachable, excepting a very 
few inftances eafily to be accounted for, 
by the diftrefs and defpair to which he 
was driven. I confidered myfelf as the 
inftrument of his advancement, and that 
he placed his entire dependence on me, 
to fupport him in it, whilft he obferved 
the conditions of the treaty ; and as more 
elpecially concerned to preferve the fecu- 
rity of the Company’s interefts, and the 
tranquility of the country, upon the eft a,- 
blifliment which I had fo principal a 
Ihare in forming, and which the Court 
of Directors had approved, and ordered 
me to fupport. Therefore, in all but 
dilputes, I had placed myfelf between 
the Nabob, and the rage of his oppo- 
nents, till the flame grew too violent to 
be extinguifhed, and threatened our own 
pofleffions. But juftice muft now give 
place to neceftity, and I muft take the 
part which my ftation required, in re- 
pelling the evils to which the Company 
and the nation were expofed. 

These motives had induced me to 

form 
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form the refolution which I had before 
publicly declared, in a minute already 
noticed of the 20th of June, to remain 
in the chair, and ailift in all the opera* 
tionsof the war, until it (hould be brought 
to a final iffue, leaving it to the other 
members of the Council to form a new 
plan of government, in which I was de- 
termined to have no concern. This re- 
folution 1 now repeated to the Board in 
the following minute j believing, from 
the hircarra’s report, that Mr. Amyatt, 
who was the next in fucceffion to the 
chair, was now at Patna. 

Copy of the Governor’s Minute in Conful^ 
tation of the ^h of July, 1763. 

** T Think it certain from the ftoppage 
of our letters, the intelligence of 
the hircarra and other reports, that hof- 
tilities have begun at Patna, and that the 
breach with theNabob is irreparable. The 
army under the command of major A- 
dams Ihould therefore march on towards 
Mongheer, with dl expedition, to ie- 
cure the Comga«y’s poSefiions, and 

bring 
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bring the war to a fpeedy iflue ; altho’ 
I am quite of opinion, as I always have 
been, that it would be begun, continued 
and ended, by our forces at Patna. For 
the reft, as it is my refolution for the 
reafons mentioned, in my minute of the 
2oth of June, to quit the government as 
foon as the war is lb far determined, as 
that the Company’s fettlements and pof-* 
feffions run no rilk, and which I doubt 
not will be the cafe before the month of 
September. I lliall be glad that Mr. A- 
myatt, who we have reafon to hope is 
fafe at Patna, was diredted to return to 
Calcutta, by that time to receive from 
me the charge of the government, with 
the papers and inftrudtions thereunto be- 
longing.” 

The minutes entered in confultation 
of the 2oth of June, regarding the plan 
for fettling the government, in cafe of the 
removal of Coffim Alice Cawn from the 
fubahlhip, were now read again at the 
Board, in order to comcto fomeconclulioii 
upon the point j and the opinions of m^' 

jor 
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jor Carnac and Mr. Batfon, which had 
not been taken with the reft, were now 
delivered in, in the following terms. 

Major Carnac’j Opinion- 

Tho’ major Carnac entirely difapprov- 
ed of the revolution in favor of Coftini 
Alice Cawn, and did not deem the au- 
thority, by which it was efFedted, as 
fufficient, from aconvi<ft;ion, if the whole 
Council had been confulted, the majo- 
rity would have been againft it ; yet, 
from the moment we had the advice of 
our Employers having acquiefced therein, 
it became our common duty to fupport 
to the utmoft the new Nazim, fo long 
as our rights and privileges were not 
infringed by him j and the major can 
fafely aver, no perfon at the Board is 
more truly concerned than himfelf, at 
the meafures we are under the necefhty 
of taking. 

The Nabob Coffim Alice Cawn has 
for fome time paft ihewn fuch an indif- 
pofttion towards us, as would render it 
the height of folly to place any confi- 
dence in him and however inclined the 

Board 
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Board have (hevsrn themfelves (by their 
long forbearance, and fending deputies) 
to the eftablilhment of a mutual friehd- 
Ihip, he has by his late a£ls abfolutely put 
it out of our power, confidently with ho- 
nor, to come to an accommodation with 
him. We (hall therefore be juftified to 
the Company and the world, in exertinjg 
our endeavors for the reftoration of Meet 
Jaflier, an atonement which major Car- 
nac looks upon as due to him, for the 
injuftice he thinks was done him in de- 
pofing him I and he is of opinion, he 
Ihouid be proclaimed at Calcutta, and 
taken up with major Adams to Moor- 
diedabad, and there placed upon the 
mufnud. That a manifeftofliould be pub- 
lilhed, letting forth the reafons for the 
change of government j and there is no 
doubt, but as Meer JafBer, from the con- 
lideration in which he has for many years 
been held, muft haveanumberof friends; 
feveral of the mod confiderable perfons 
in the country will flock to his dandard. 
Major Carnac begs leave to fubmit to the 
Board the terms, which, in his opinion, 
VoL.III. Y Ihould 
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Should be made the ground- work of a 
treaty, to be concluded between us and 
Meer Jaffier. 

The confirmation of the ceffionof the 
three provinces of Burdwan, Midnapobr 
-and Chittagong, with this alteration, 
that they be now made over to us in 
property, inllead of their revenues only 
^being affigned to us, as is the cafe at 
prefent. 

An univerfal freedom of trade to be al- 
lowed us, and the other privileges which 
the deputies were commifiioned to demand 
of Coflim Alice Cawn. The defraying 
the expences of the war, and a full in- 
demnification to be made to the private 
fufferers, as well as to the public, for 
all Ioffes fuffained. To enable Meer Jaf- 
.fier to do fi> immediately, the treafure of 
Coflim Alice Cawn, if laid hold of, to 
be put into his hands ; but in cafe of 
failure herein, the revenues of 
^eea province to be mortgaged to us, till 
every body is reimburfed. The farm of 
the Poorneea, falt»petre to be givefe-to 
the Company,^ ' w . 

♦ Thb 
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The evil conjfequence of fiiffering an 
overgrowth of power in a Nabob, be- 
ing but too apparent, he ihould in fu- 
ture be limited in the number of his 
forces, fo as to be obliged to have his 
main dependence upon thofe of the Eng- 
lifli } the principal of our troops fhould 
therefore be Rationed at Burrumpoor, 
where there is a piece of ground already- 
marked out and given to us ; proper 
cantonments may be erected, and when- 
ever he has occafion for their fervices, 
they may be ready. This difpofition 
will preferve our military, it being a very 
healthy fpot ; whereas they have fatal- 
ly experienced (the two laft feaions par- 
ticularly) the unhealthinefs of Calcutta. 

Mr. Batfon’j Opinion. 

The Nabob Coflini Allee Cawn has 
plainly manifefted by his general con- 
du<^, iince he has been raifed to the fu- 
bahdarree, and more particularly by the 
feveral adls of hoftility, to which he has 
lately proceeded, that he has the moft 
. inveterate.enmity againil us ; and that his 
defign is to extirpate us entirely out of 
Y a his 
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his country, if ever it (hould be in his 
power. The delays already procured by 
the gentlemen, who have fo llrenuoufly 
fupported his caufe, have fubjedted our 
affairs to great dangers and inconvenien- 
cies, and brought on us fome difgraces. 
I am of opinion, therefore, that to keep 
terms with Meer Coffim any longer, or 
attempt any accommodation with him, 
is highly detrimental to the interefts of 
our Company and nation j and I propofe, 
that we reinftate the old Nabob in his 
government, of which he has been un- 
juftly deprived j hereby I think we fhall 
attain the defirable end, of eftablifhing 
the Company’s affairs on a folid founda- 
tion, and clear ourfelves of the imputa- 
tion of a breach of faith, which, tho’ 
really due to a faction amongft us, has. 
thro’ this been caft on the nation in ge- 
neral.” 

T H E majority of opinions agreeing in 
the appointment of another perfon tO: 
the fubahflu'p, this point came the next 
under confideration, and the choice of 

the 
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the Board fell of courfe upon Jafficr Al- 
ice Cawn ; Mr. Haftings and myfclf re-‘ 
maining neuter upon the occafion ; and 
it was accordingly refolved, that he 
Ihould be reftored to the Nizamut. The 
next day we received two letters from 
Mr. Amyatt, the firft dated from Seep- 
gunge, the 25th of June, advifing us, 
“ that from all the Nabob’s a(fl:ions, he 
** and Mr. Hay both judged, that he 
** intended war, and that he would at- 
“ tack our troops at Patna. That four 
** days before, an Armenian commander, 
“ with a ftrong reinforcement of horfe, 
** foot and cannon, went to Patna j and 
that the Armenians folely managed 
** him, and urged the difputes.” The 
laft dated from Sootee, the 30th of June, 
advifing us, that the Nabob had given 
him a paffport, and fent a man with him, 
to condud; him and his party fafe to Cal- 
cutta. We were accordingly in expec- 
tation of feeing him, when we received a 
letter from the fadory at Coffimbuzar, 
informing us, that as he was pafling the 
city of Mooffhcdabad, he was attacked 
Y 3 by 
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by the Nabob’s forces. Mr. Amyatt 
himfelf, and fome other gentlemen, kill- 
ed, and the reft made prifoners. 


SECTION XIII. 

The new Treaty with Meer JafHer, War 
with Meer Coffim, and the Maffacre 
at Patna. 

ft he 'Proclamation of Meer JafHer, and 
Declaration of Meer Cof- 

lim’r Lottery confirming the Report of 
our Defeat at Patna.— -Coffimbu- 
zar FaSiory furrounded. — Minutes 
in Council of Mr. Vanfittart, and 
Mr. Haftings, containing their Rea- 
fons for figning the ASls in favor of 
Meer JafHer . — -—Propofed Articles of 
Agreement with Meer JafHer. A De- 
putation of the Board fent to him with 
the Articles. — ^Minutes in CounciMf ' 
Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. Haftings, tip- i 
on the SubjeB of the propofed Articles. ' 
——— Preliminary Demands delivered by * 
Meer Jaffier to the Deputies. — Debated 
and Refolutiom thereupon, -^Remarks on 

this 
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this SubjeSi. — Meer Jaffier’j Objedlions 
to the Articles. — T'he ObjcBions admit- 
ted, — Treaty with Meer Jaffier. — Fur- 
ther Demands o/'Meer Jaffier — Agreed 
to.— Letter from Meer Coflim to Ma- 
jor Adams, threatening to cut off the 
Prifoners in his Hands. — Mr. Vanlit- 
tart’j Letter to Meer Coflim on that 
SubjeSl. — Major Adams’j Anfwer to 
Meer Coflim. — The Maffacre perpe- 
trated. — Letter from Mr. Fullerton /<? 
the Board, giving an Account of this 
Catafrophe, and of his Efcape. 

T his unexpCifted attack, which we 
judged for certain to be a confe- 
quence of hoililities, begun at Patna, 
being the next day confirmed by 
of the gentlemen’s fervants, and one or 
two foldiers of the party, who had efca- 
ped the fate of the reft, determined the 
Board, immediately to declarewar agaihfl: 
Coflim Allee Cawn ; and the Nabob 
Jaffier Allee Cawn having confented to 
take upon him the government, the 
following declaration of war againfl Cof- 
y 4 fim 
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fim Alice Cawn, and of the relloration 
of Jaffier Alice Cawn, was drawn up, 
hgned by the members of the Council, 
,^nd publicly read thro’ the town, copies 
thereof being difperfed anaonglt the ze- 
mindars, and other principal people of 
die country. 

'J Copy of the Proclamation of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier. 

T he Nabob Meer Mahomed Cof- 
fim Allee Cawn, having enter- 
ed upon, and committed ads of open 
hoftility againft the Englifh nation, and 
the intereft of the Englifli united Eaft 
^India Company j we, on their behalf, 
are reduced to the neceffity of declaring 
war againft him ; and having come to a 
i ref<i|ution of placing the Nabob Meer 
^Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader again 
in the government j we now proclaim 
’. and acknowledge him as Subahdar of the 
■ provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla : 
{lod further, as the fjdd Coffim Allee 
Cawn, has likewife exercifed ads of vi- 
olence and oppreffions over many of the 

principal 
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principal merchants and inhabitants of 
the country to their entire ruin, we do 
hereby require all manner of perfons un- 
der our jurifdidtion, and alfo invite all 
other officers and inhabitants of the 
country, to repair to the ftandard of 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader, 
to affift him in defeating the defigns of 
the faid Coffim Alice Cawn, and finally 
eftabliffiing himfelf in the fubahdarree. 

Given in Council at Fort William, 
the 7th day of July 1763, under our 
hands, and the feal of the faid United 
Eaft India Company.” 

Whilst the Board were fitting, the 
following letter arrived from Meer Cof- 
fim, and confirmed what we had for fome 
days apprehended, the news of the de- 
feat of our detachment at Patna. The 
particulars of this difafter, with the other 
operations of the war, are fufficiently 
known j let it here fuffice to obferye, that 
the city was furprized and taken with- 
out refiftance, by our troops, in the night 
of the 24th of June ; and by their dif- 

orderly 
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orderly behavior afterwards, whilllthey 
were difperfed, and intent only on plun« 
der, was retsdeen by a handful of the 
Nabob’s people, the next day at noon i 
after which lofs, the gentlemen of the 
fa6:ory, with the fcattered remains of 
the army, retired a-crofs the river, and 
were there all deftroyed or taken prifoners. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Coffim 
Allee Cawn to the Governor. Dated 
June 28, 1763. 

** TN my heart I believed Mr. Ellis to 
be my inveterate enemy, but from 
his adlions,. I now find he was inwardly 
my friend, as appears by this ftep^ which 
he has added to the others. Like a night 
robber he afifaulted the Kdla of Patna ; 
robbed and plundered the bazar, and all 
the merchants and inhabitants of the 
city, ravaging and Haying from the 
morning, to the third pahr (afternoon.) 
When I requefted of you 3 or 300 muf- 
kets laden in boats, you would not con* 
fent to it. This unhappy man, in? con- 
fequence of his Inucard friendllup, fa- 

vored 
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vored me in this fray and flaughtet, 
with all the mulkets and cannon of hi* 
army^ and is himfelf relieved and ealed 
from his burthen. Since it wa's nevtt* 
my defire to injure the affairs of the 
Company, what ever lofs may have been 
occafioned by this unhappy man to my-* 
felf, in this tumult, I pafs over : but 
you, gentlemen, muft anfwer for any in- 
jury, which the Company’s affairs have 
iuffered j and fince you have unjufily and 
cruelly ravaged the city, and deftroyed 
the people, and plundered effects to die 
value of lacks of rupees j it becomes the 
juftice of the Company to make repara- 
tion to the poor, as formerly was done * 
for Calcutta. You, gentlemen, arewon-^ 
derful friends j having made a treaty, to ' 
which yovi pledged the name of Jefiis | 
Chrift j you took from me a country, to t 
pay the expences of your army, with the i 
condition, that your troops (houki al- ; 
ways attend me, and promote my affairs* 
In efFe<5t^ you keep up a force for my de» | 
ftnuftion ; fince, ffom their hand, fuch 1 
evetits have proceeded, I am entirely ' 

opinion. 
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opinion, that the Company ihould favor 
me in caufing to be delivered to me the' 
rents for three years of my country. Be- 
iides this, for the violences and oppref- 
fions exercifed by the Englifli gomaftahs 
for feveral years pafts, in the territories 
of the Nizamut, and the large fums ex- 
torted, and the Ioffes occafioned by them, 
it is proper and juft that the Company 
make reftitution at this time. This is 
all the trouble you need take j in the 
fame manner as you took Burdwan and 
the other lands, you muft favor me in 
refigning them.” 

This was followed by a note from the 
gentlemen at Coffimbuzar, dated the 
night of the 4th of July, informing us, 
that the factory was furrounded by a nu- 
merous force, and that they expected an 
attack the next morning. 

The Nabob's letter putting it out of 
all . doubt, that our troops at Patna, which 
confifted of a great part of our force, 
wei;e enjtirely desfeated, and the war be- 
coipings tliec^t^: ntQte. .ferious. : Aan -had> 

.... > been 
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been expected ; that no appearance of 
difunion amongft ourfelves might hurt : 
the public fervice, I now refolved to fct > 
my name to the declaration of war, and 
the treaty withMeer Jaffier, in which I ■ 
had before declared my intention to have 
no fhare. This I accordingly did, having 
firll explained the motives for this change 
in my conduct, in the following minute, 
delivered in the confultation of the 8 th 
of July. 

l!he PrefidentV Minute. 

** THEPrefident (fenfiblethatit will be 
more for tlie public fervice, we (hould 
appear unaninxous in every meafure now 
entered upon, for profecuting the war a- 
gainft Coflim Allee Cawn with the ut* 
moll vigor, and fupporting the alliance 
with Jaffier Allee Cawn, to re-eftablilh 
him in the government ; and particular- 
ly, that it will be a fatisfadlion to the' 
Nabob Jaffier Alice Cawn) confents to 
fign the proclamation, and all othef 
public deeds, which lhall be made in 
confequence ; now recording once for all, 
that he does not mean hereby to prejti^ 

dice 
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dice his former declarations and opinions, 
entered on the confultationjH” 

In the fame fentiments, I was joined 
by Mr. Hadings (the only member who 
had oppofed the claims of the reft of the 
Board upon the Nabob, and the proceed- 
ings which brought on the war) in the 
following minute, 
r Mr. Haikings's Minufe. 

** It is long lince I forboded that our 
difputes with, the Nabob would termi- 
nate in an open rupture j but as from the 
ill opinion which I had of his ftrength, 
1 expedled that our contention with him 
would be of a very fhort duration, nor 
otberwile alfedt thointerefts of the Com- 
pany, than in the future ill confequen- 
ces of a broken and difordered date ; and 
as I had not the lame tie upon me with 
Preftdent, in reipefl; to any military 
charge, it was my re£>lution, as icon as 
a war Ihould be declared, to reftgn the 
Company’s fervice $ being unwiUing, on 
one hand, to join in giving authority 
topadmeafures, o£ which Id^ipjMroved;^ 
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and to a H^w eftablifhment, which I 
judged detrimental to the honor and in'- 
terefls of the Company : and apprehen- 
live, on the other, that my continuance 
at the Board, might ferve only to preju^ 
dice, rather than advance the good of 
the fervice, in keeping alive, by my pre- 
fence, the difputes which have fo long 
didurbed our Councils, and retarding 
the public bufinefs by continual diflents 
and proteds. But dnce our late melan- 
choly advices, give us reafon to appre- 
hend a dangerous and troublefome war ; 
^nd from the unparallelled a£ts of bar- 
barity and treachery, with which it has 
opened on the part of the Nabob, it be- 
comes the duty of every Britidi fubje<fk 
to unite in the fupport of the common 
caufc, it is my intention to join my en- 
deavors for the good of the fervice, not 
only as long as the war (hall lad, but as 
long as the troubles confequent from it 
may endanger either the Company’s af- 
£urs, or the ddety of this colony. On 
the &me principle, and to remove every 
appcamnceof difunionamong&ouclelves^ 

I will 
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I will freely fet my hand to the declara- 
tion published by the Board, though 1 
Hill abide by the fentiments which I have 
all along exprelTed, of the meafures 
taken in the courfe of all our dilputes 
with the Nabob, hereby confirming all 
that I have declared in my former pro- 
tefts and minutes, which Hand upon re- 
cord in our confultations.” 

I SHALL go back to relate the pro- 
ceedings of the Board, in forming the 
new treaty of alliance with Jafiier Allee 
Cawn. A committee having been ap- 
pointed to draw up the articles of this 
treaty, delivered in their propofals, in 
the confultation of the 6th of July, as 
follows. 

Articles of the treaty with Meet Jafiier 
Allee Cawn. 

** First, To confirm to the Company 
the cefiion of the provinces of Burdwan, 
Midnapoor and Chittagong, made by 
Meer Coflim,either byjagheeree, funnuds, 
or fuch deeds as may fecure the property 

of 
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of them, in the ftrongeft manner, to the 
Company for ever. 

Secondly, To ratify and confirm to 
the Englifh, the privilege granted by 
their Firmaun, and feveral huibulhook- 
ums, of carrying on their trade by means 
of their own duftuck, free from all du- 
ties, taxes and impofitions, in all parts 
of the country, excepting the article of 
fait, on which, according to a refblution 
already taken, we agree to pay a duty of 
two and a half cent, on the Rowana 
or Hoogly market price. 

Thirdly, That he do grant to the 
Company, the exclufive right of purcha- 
fing the falt-petre of the province of 
Poorneea j that he do alfo grant to them, 
for the fpace of five years, the foie pri- 
vilege of making chunam, in the pro-^ 
vince of Silhett j half whereof fliall be 
delivered to the fougedar there, for thcNa- 
bob’s ufe, at the rate which the prime 
coft and charges may amount to. 

Fourthly, That the troops of the 
Englifli army fliall always be ready to 
be employed in the fervice of the Na- 
VoL. III. Z bob, 
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bob, for the fupport of his government, 
and the defence of his country ; the Na- 
bob on his part fliali agree, that he 
will maintain in his pay, no greater num- 
ber of troops than 6000 horfe, and 1 200d 
effedlive foot, for the protection of his 
frontiers, and collection of his revenues. 

Fifthly, That wherever he ihaU 
think proper to fix his court, he fliall 
agree to a body of our forces being al- 
ways cantoned near his perfon, for thfc’ 
fecurity thereof, and protedion of Ms 
government ; and that a Company’s ler- 
vartt lhall refide at his court, to tranfaCt 
any affairs between the Company and the 
government. 

Sixthly, That the late pcrwannahs 
ilTued out by Coflim Allee Cawn, grant- 
ing to all merchants the exemption of all 
duties for the fpace of two years, fhallbe 
reverfed and called in, as they aro detri- 
mental to the revenues of the govern- 
ment, and highly deftruCtive of the im- 
munities enjoyed by the Company froni 
their Ffrmauh. 

SfevENTHL"i^#kThat the Nabob fhall 
. v ii ' 1 engage 
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engage to caufe the rupees coined in Cal- 
cutta, to pafs in every refpe<St throughout 
his government without any deduction, 
equally the fame with the rupees ftruck 
in his own mint. 

Eighthly, That he fhall defray all 
the expences and lols accruing to the 
Company from the war, and ftoppage of 
their inveftment, and reimburfe to all 
private perfons, the amount of the au- 
thenticated lofles, which, they may fuf- 
tain in their trade in the country. 

Ninthly, That for the former pur- 
pofe, he fliall give thirty lacks of rupees ; 
for the latter, ten lacks of rupees. 

Tenthly, That the moft authentic ac- 
count of thele lolTes lhall be laid before 
a committee of the Board ; and that all 
fums of money, which may exceed the 
Ioffes fuftained by the Company and pri- 
vate perfons, lhall be faithfully reftored 
to the Nabob. 

Eleventhly, That whatever trea- 
fure or efiedls may be feized at Mon- 
gheer or elfewhere, belonging to Coflim 
Allee Cawn< the Nabob fliall be put in 
Z 2 poffeffion' 
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poiTeffion of, to enable him to make 
good the ftipulations in the ninth article. 

Twelfthly, That if we fhould not 
be fb fortunate as to feize Coffim Alice 
Cawn’s treafure and effedls, the Nabob 
lhall aflign over the revenues of certain 
lands for making good the fums ftipulated. 

Thirteenthly, That the treaty en- 
tered into between the Nabob and the 
Dutch, in the year 1760, to which we, 
by the defire of both parties, figned as 
guarantees, fiiall, after his reftoration to 
the government, be renewed j and with 
regard to the French, he (hall .engage, 
that \yhen they come to re-eftablifli 
themfelves in Bengal, they lhall not be 
permitted to build forts, or keep up any 
forces, or hold any territories whatever, 
exclufive of their trading fadlories,” 

I SHALL add what followed in the 
words of the confultation. 

The foregoing articles, the com- 
mittee are of opinion, may be included 
in a public treaty to be ratified between 
us and the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jafiier 

Alice 
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Alice Cawn Behader, and would fur- 
ther recommend, that a method be fet- 
tled with him for determining fuch dif- 
putes in trade, as may arife between the 
Englilh agents and gomaftahs, in the 
different parts of the country, and the 
officers of the government. 

Agreed, that major Adams, major 
Carnac, and Melf. Batfon and Cartier, 
be appointed a deputation to wait on the 
Nabob Meer Jaffier, to acquaint him 
with our refolution in his favor, and the 
fubftanceof thefe articles, and report his 
anfwer to the Board j and if he fhould 
accept of the government, on the terms 
therein contained, to recommend to him 
to ufe his interell in gaining over fuch of 
the country people, as may be attached to 
his caufe, and particularly to appoint 
proper officers for collecting the reve- 
nues of the provinces, which lie at hand 
for us to take immediate pofl'effion of. 

Prefident’j Minute. 

The Prefident on this occafion mi- 
nutes, that having already declared iie 
ihould not be a party to this or any other 

Z 3 treaty. 
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treaty, which might be made with the 
country powers, he remained neuter to 
the queftion, with refpeft to the propriety 
of the articles propofed j yet, as his opi- 
nion has been afked upon them, he de- 
clares, that he can fee no objection to 
any of the articles, excepting the fecond, 
which he has already given his opinion, 
extends the privileges of our private 
trade beyond the true intent and mean- 
ing of our Firmaun, beyond what is 
conliftent with the Englifli reputation in 
the country, and with a good undcr- 
ftanding with the Nabob; and this with- 
out any benefit to the Company. Fur- 
ther, that he does not at prefent rccol- 
ledl any thing to be added to the articles, 
which is material to theCompany’s fervice. 

Mr. Hastings’s opinion- being like- 
wife required on the articles, he deliver- 
ed it in writing as follows. 

Mr. Haftings'r Minute. 

I declare my difient from the trea- 
ty propofed to Meet Jafficr, and think, 
that if his refloration to his juft rights 
be the point aiftled at in it, there is a 

mani* 
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manifeft injuftice and inconfiftency, in 
exacting his compliance with new terms* 
not mentioned in the original agreement 
with him j notwithftanding, as my opi- 
nion upon the feveral articles now before 
the Board is required, I fhall freely give 
it, but as a neutral member only, for 
the good of the Company, whofe in- 
tereftsmaybe eflentially afFedled by them. 

First, I agree materially with the 
firft article, but think, that the lands 
fliould be fully made over to the Com- 
pany by treaty, and not by jagheer^e 
funnuds j the firft conveying a certain 
property, and the latter leaving them 
ftill dependent. 

Secondly, I difapprove of the fe- 
cond article for the reafons given by the 
Prefident. 

Thirdly, I think the monopoly of 
the Poornea falt-petre, an acquifition ve - 
ry trifling for the Company, and likely 
to diftrefs the Nabob greatly, by depri- 
ving him entirely of one of the principal 
neceflTaries of life. : 

Fourthly and Fifthly, To make the 

'2^4 'Nabob 
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Nabob an ufeful ally, and not a meer 
inllrument in the hands of the Company, 
for the exercife of their own power, it is 
my opinion, that a larger body of horfe 
might be maintained by him, than the 
number to which it is propofed to limit 
him, tho’ that may ferve when he is at 
peace, and in no apprehenlion from an 
enemy j but that the foot (an ufelefs and 
expenfive rabble) be entirely excluded 
from his army, and only a few kept up 
to be employed in the colledlion of his 
revenues, where only they can be of 
fervice. 

For the real purpofes of war, he can 
need no other infantry than ours ; and 
his own army, conlifting only of horfe, 
and unincumbered by the diforderly 
crowd of Peons and Burgundaffes, with 
their baggage and -train following them, 
will be more under the command of their 
leader, and may adt with greater advan- 
tage in conjun^ion with our forces. 

Sixthly, Tho’ I oppofed the demand 
made on the prefent Nabob, to reverie 
the decree palled ^ him for a free trade, 

as 



7 ranfaSiions in Bengal. 345 

as an encroachment on his rights, and a 
breach of our own treaty j yet, I think 
it may with propriety be made an arti- 
cle in the new treaty, tho’ the ftridl ex- 
ecution of fuch an order, muft of necef- 
lity be left to the Nabob’s own pleafure. 

Seventhly, I judge the Nabob’s or- 
der infufficient to enforce the currency 
of the Calcutta ficcas i but it may with 
propriety be infilled on, as it may ferve 
as a juft pretence for regulating the coin 
of the country in general, when ever the 
Board may have leifure, in conjundlion 
with the Nabob, to refume the fubjeft j 
and upon this, my opinion in few words 
is, that the only effedlual regulation to 
anfwer equally the purpofes of commerce 
and the revenues, would be to ftrike off 
the batta entirely, on all rupees of the 
Bengal ftandard, and abolifti the perni- 
cious cuftom of lowering the value of 
rupees every year. 

The other articles appear to me very 
proper, nor do any other occur tome, 
that ought to be added to them. 


The 



546 A Narrative of the 

The gentlemen now withdrawing 
from the Board to wait on the Nabob j 

Agreed, that we adjourn till the 
evening.” 

At a Confultation of the Evening of 
July 6, 1763. 

Present 

TheHon. Hcn.Vanfittart, Efq;Prcfident. 
Thomas Adams, Efq; 

John Carnac, Efqj 
William Billers, Efqj 
John Cartier, Efq; 

Warren Haftings, Efqj 
Randolph Marriott, Efq; 
Hugh Watts, Efq; 

The gentlemen, who waited as depu- 
ties on the Nabob, report to the Board, 
that they made known to him the refo- 
lution of Council in his favor, and endea- 
vored to give him a general knowledge of 
the articles which it is thought requilite 
he Ihould agree to^ as alfo of the other 
circumftances which were recommend- 
ed by the Board. To the whole, he in 
general terms replied, that he adlented to 
refume the govcrnrrventj but that before 
he would determine on particulars, or 

enter 
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enter upon bulincfs, he deiired to have 
delivered to him a copy of the articles in 
the Perfian language, and that we would 
comply with the two following requcfts. 
Firft, To fecure the perfon of Coja Pe- 
trus, and have him taken up with the 
army, as he may be made the means of 
carrying on a correlpondence with his 
brother. Secondly, To permit him to 
take into his fervice Nundcoomar, as his 
muttafeddee, toaflill him in commencing 
and carrying on the bufinefs. 

It being neceffary therefore, that the 
Board fliould determine immediately on 
thefe requefts, for the benefit of forward- 
ing the bufinefs with the Nabob, their 
opinions, with regard to Nundcoomar, 
were firft collected as follows. 

'The Prejident's Opinion. 

With relpedl to the appointment of 
Nundcoomar for the Nabob’s muttafed- 
dee, the Prefident defires his opinion may- 
be minuted, that from the knowledge he 
has had of Nundcoomar fince he came to 
Bengal, he thinks him a dangerous man> 
and not fit to be trufted ; but that he 

does 



does not think it is in his power to dif- 
i fent from the Nabob’s taking whom he 
pleafes, or indeed, that it is neceffary, as 
he will * not be a party in the treaty. 

Mr. Watts’^ Opinion. 

Mr. Watts has no objections to the 
Nabob’s appointing Nundcoomar to be 
his muttafeddee. 

Mr. Marriott’^ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of- opinion with 
the Prefident, that Nundcoomar is not 

• 'I ' 

a man fit to be trufted, but that if the 
Nabob irififts upon it, he muft be allowed 
to appoint him. That he looks upon 
Roydoolub, in many relpcCts, as a more 
proper perlbn, if thro’ the perfuafion of 
the gentlemen in the deputation, the 
Nabob could be prevailed upon to ap- 
point him. 

Mr. Haftings’j Opinion. 

Mr. Hastings is of the fame opi- 
iiibh with the Prefident, in regard to 

Nund- 

' ^ It is to be obferved, that thils declaration was 
maide the 6th of July-— -My relblution to fign the 
proceedings with Meer JaiEcr, was not till the 
althp’ in the courfe of*this narrative, it is firft men- 
tioned, page 333. 
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Nundcooiiiar’s chara(£ter, but leaves it 
to the other gentlemen to take what 
meafures they pleafe, for the fecurity of 
the future eftablifliment. 

Mr. CartierV Opinion. 

Mr. Cartier is of Mr. Watt’s o- 
pinion. 

Mr. Billers’j Opinion. 

Mr. Billers is of Mr. Marriott’s 
opinion. 

Major Carnac’j Opinion. 

Major Carnac is of opinion, that 
Roydoolub would be a more proper per- 
fon, as having more influence in the 
country ; and therefore thinks the gen- 
tlemen in the deputation fliould men- 
tion him to the Nabobi but as he ap- 
prehends he (the Nabob) will ftill infijft 
upon appointing Nundcoomar, that he 
cannot be refufed him. ■ 

Major Adams’j Opinion. 

Major Adams has no knowledge 
himfelf of the intrigues of Nundcoomar, 
but from his general character, given 
him by gentlemen who know him better, 
he thinks, if the Nabob would difpenfc 



35° -^ Narrative ^ /i&tf 

with him, it would be more proper j 
yet, if jhe neceflity of the times may 
make his fervices requiiite to the Nabob, 
and he infills on appointing him, he 
thinks that we cannot refufe. 

Sum of the Opinions and Kefolutions in 
Confequence. 

It being thus refolved, that if the 
Nabob fhould be ftill defirous of ap- 
pointing Nundcoomar his muttafeddee, 
it fhall be admitted him. 

Agreed, that Nundcoomar be in 
fuch cafe releafed from his confinement*. 

Next, in refpedl to the Nabob’s re- 
qucfl, regarding Petrus. 

T^he Prefident’j Opinion, 

The Prefident is of opinion it may be 
complied with, fo far as to fend him up 
with the army, but that he fhould be 
under noreflraint j becaufe he thinks the 
appearance of Petrus's being employed 
by us, would be a means of fowing a 
jealoufy between the Nabob and Petrus's 

brother i 

• * He was in confinement, for having forwarded 
a corrdpondenoe betaceeh the Shahzada and the. 
Governor of Pondicherry during the French war. 



T^ranfaElions in Bengal. 351 

brother j and, on the contrary, appre- 
hends that confinement, or any other fe- 
verity exercifed towards Petrus, from 
being reported to the Nabob with exag- 
gerations, as is always the cafe, might 
be the caufe of a worfe treatment to our 
gentlemen, who are in the Nabob’s hands. 
He thinks further, that Petrus, before 
he goes, Ihould take the oath of allegi- 
ance to the King of Great Britain, and 
an oath of fidelity to the Company, in 
order to fubjeft him more . regularly to 
our laws, in cafe of his failing in his du- 
ty. That we (hall have in our hands all 
the fecurity, which it is in a man’s pow- 
er to give ; namely, his wife and fami- 
ly, and houfes and eflfedts, to a great a- 
mount ; and if he fhould refolve to for- 
feit Jill thefe, and perjure himfelf, leav-, 
ing the army, and going over to the Na- 
bob, the Prefident laftly thinks, that 
it is not in his power to do us any pre- 
judice j and therefore that by this method 
of treating him good may come, but 
no harm. 

Messieurs Watts, Marriott, Haf- 

tings. 
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ings, Cartier and Billers, are of the fame 
opinion. 

Major Carnac’/ Opinion. 

Major Carnac is very indifferent 
whether Petrus go with the army, or 
remain in Calcutta ; but thinks in either 
cafe, as he is of fo near a relation, as 
that of a brother to the perfon, who has 
the chief direction of the Nabob’s af- 
fairs, and therefore juftly to be fufpedt- 
ed of being a well-wifher to him, his per- 
fon ought to be fecured, to prevent his 
giving any intelligence of our prepara- 
tions j and, moreover, the maj’or believes 
his detention may be a means of engaging 
Coja Gregory to ufe his influence with 
his mafter, for the prefervation of our 
gentlemen now in his power, for fear 
wc fliould retaliate upon his brother. He 
does not think any fecurity can be given 
by Petrus, fuffleient to juftify us in giv- 
ing him his liberty. As to his family, 
tho’ left with us, he is convinced we will 
not hurt them; and with regard to what- 
ever effe<3:s he may have at Calcutta, the 
Nabob can mor^ than compenfate him 
for the lofs of them. Major 
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Major AdamsV Opinion. 

Major Adams thinks Petrus fliould 
go with the army, but that he fliould 
be put under proper reftraint. 

Refolution of the Board. 

It is therefore refolved, that Coj’a 
Petrus (hall be fent with the army, and 
that he ihall be under no reftraint ; but 
that major Adams be directed to keep 
fuch an eye over his adlions, and make 
fuch ufe of him, as he fhall judge necef- 
fary for the good of the fervice.” 

The arguments produced in thecourfe 
of this debate, will fliew how far the 
public fervice was concerned in Nund- 
coomar’s advancement, and Petrus’s dif- 
grace. To me the propofal evidently 
appeared, as it probably will to the 
world, only as the firft difplay of the tri- 
umph of an unrelenting faction. I have 
already taken notice, in the courfe of 
this narrative, of the prejudices which 
were raifed againft Coja Petrus, and his 
brother Goorgheen Cawn, from the fa- 
vors fliewn by the Nabob to the latter, 

VoL. III. A a who 
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•who was in his fervice, and derived from 
him to Coja Petrus. 

Many attempts had been made to 
render Petrus obnoxious to our govern- 
ment i and he had probably fuffered the 
greateft difgraces, if not worfe confe- 
quenCes, had I not protected him, know- 
ing the afperfions thrown upon him to 
be utterly groundlefs, and the paffionate 
invectives againft Armenian infolence and 
authority, meer artifices to keep alive 
the flame of party. Tho’ I was perfuad- 
ed, in my own mind, that it was the 
fame fpirit which dictated to the Nabob 
Meer Jaflier the propofal, yet as it was 
urged with the pretence of promoting 
the public fervice, I confented to it, with 
the exception to his being kept a prifo- 
ner, and the majority of the members 
came into the fame opinion. 

As to Nundcoomar, he had hitherto 
made himfelf remarkable for nothing but 
a feditious and treacherous difpofition, 
which had led Him to perpetrate the 
* moft atrocious aCts againft our goVtern- 
ment, having been detected and convic- 
ted 
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ted by the voice of the whole Board, in 
encouraging and alliiling oijr eneniies in 
their defigns agai.nfl Bengal ; taking thp 
opportunity of the indulgence granted 
him, of living in Calcutta, under the 
Company’s protection, to make himfelf 
the channel for carrying on a correfpon- 
dence between the Governor of Pondi- 
cherry, and the Shahzada then at war 
with us. During the fubahdiip of Jaffier 
Allee Cawn, he had diftinguiftied him- 
felf by fomenting quarrels between him 
and the Presidency. After the promo- 
tion of Coflim Allee Cawn, he became 
as active, but with greater fuccefs, in in- 
venting plots, and railing jealoufiesagainft 
him. This gave him an afcendency over 
fome of the members of the Board, and 
made him a party objeCt; by which, and 
an unparallelled perfeverance, he was 
enabled to fet the whole community in 
a dame. Such was the man whom the 
Nabob chofe for the adminiitration of 
his affairs, and whofe exaltation to this 
rank, he made a condition of his accep- 
tance of the fubahlhip. 

A a 2 


The 
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The articles of the treaty having been 
fent to the Nabob, were returned with 
the following alterations, which were a- 
greed to by the Board, for the reafons an- 
nexed. 

The Nabob’r ObjeSlions to the Articles. 

** In article 2d, he objedls to the 
words, that the three provinces fhall 

be inverted in the Company for ever,” 
alledging, that in fa£t it is not material 
to the Company; as any future Nabob, 
who was inclined and able to difpute the 
Company’s pofleflions, might inlirt it was 
a ceflion which he had no right to make ; 
and that the fame might be objefted to 
his prejudice by the King, if he comes 
to be ertablifhed at Delly ; and therefore 
defires the article may run as formerly, 
for defraying the expences of the Engliih 
army. 

In article 4th, he defires he may 
have half the produce of the Poorneea 
falt-petre, for the ufe of his own Sircar. 

In article 6th, he increafesthe num- 
ber of his forces to 12,000 horfe, and 
1 2,000 foot, on account of the addition 

of 
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of territory, by the reduction of Boud- 
gepoor and Betteea countries j and adds, 
that in cafe of troubles, he may take 
more into his fervice, with the confent 
of the Governor and Council. 

In article yth, herefufes to ftipulate, 
that a body of Englifli troops Ihould al- 
ways attend him, alledging, that it im- 
plied a fufpicion of his friendfliip, and 
good intentions towards us, would be 
extremely prejudicial to his, as well as 
our bufinefs j and therefore infilled, that 
it Ihould Hand, that fuch a number of 
troops as he, at any time Ihould defirc, 
Ihould be fent to attend him.” 

The fame, with his reafons alfigncd, 
were maturely confideredand debated on. 

Refolution of the Board. 

** The Board are unanimoully of opi- 
nion, that they Ihould be agreed to, be- 
caufe they think the three firll altera- 
tions which the Nabob has made, for the 
reafons given, are very juft ; and that the 
other being an alteration which he pofi- 
tively refufed to reverfe, it is thought 
better not to infill upon it, for fear of 
giving him diftruft ; efpecially, as the 
A a 3 , prefent 
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prefent fituation of affairs (which ren- 
ders the Nabob’s prefence at the city, as 
foon as poflible, abfolutely neceffary) 
will not admit of time being walled in 
difculTing them further. 

On the iith, the treaty was conclu- 
ded, and interchanged with the Nabob 
jaffier Allee Cawn, who, at the fame 
time, prefented a paper of demands, to be 
engaged to on the part of the Company, 
and it was fubferibed to accordingly. 
The following are copies of both.” 

Articles of a ‘Treaty and Agreement y con* 
chided between the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William, on the Part of 
the Englifh Eaft India Company; and 
the Nabob Shujaa-ool-moolk Hiflam o 
Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn 
Behader Mohabut Jung. 

0 » the Part of the Company. 

*« T E engage to reinflate the Nabbb 
VY Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn 
Behader, in the Subahdarree 6f the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla, by 
the depofal of Meer Maholned Coffim 

Cawn} 
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Cawn i and the cfFefls, treafure, jewels, 
&c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Cof- 
fim Cawn, which fhall fall into our 
hands, (hall be delivered up to the Na- 
bob afore-named. 

On the Part of the Nabob. 

First, The treaty which I formerly 
concluded with the Company, upon my 
accellion to the Nizamut, engaging to 
regard the honor and reputation of the 
Company, their Governor and Council as 
myown,granting perwannahs forthe cur- 
rency of the Company’s trade, the fame 
treaty I now confirm and ratify. 

Secondly, I do grant and confirm 
to the Company, for defraying the ex- 
pcnces of their troops, the chucklas of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong, 
which were before ceded for the fame 
purpofe. 

Thirdly, I do ratify and confirm to 
the Englifli, the privilege granted them 
by their firmaun, and fevcral hulbul- 
hookums, of carrying on their trade by 
means of their own duftucks, free from 
all duties, taxes and impofitions, in all 
A a 4 parts 
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parts of the country, excepting the ar- 
ticle of fait, on which a duty of two and 
a half per cent, is to be levied on the 
Rowana or Hoogly market price. 

Fourthly, I give to the Company 
half the falt-petre, which is produced 
in the country of Poorneea, which their 
gomaftahs Ihall fend to Calcutta; the 
other half lhall be colledted by my fou- 
gedar, for the ufe of my offices ; and I 
will fuffer no other perfon to make pur- 
chafes of this article in that country. 

Fifthly, In the chucla of Silhet for 
the fpace of five years, commencing with 
the Bengal year 1 170, my fougedar, and 
the Company’s gomaftah, ffiall jointly 
prepare Chunam, of which each fhall 
defray half the expences ; and half the 
Chunam fo made, lhall be given to the 
Company, and the other half fhall be for 
my ufe. 

Sixthly, 1 will maintain twelve 
thoufand horfe, and twelve thoufand foot 
in the three provinces ; and if there 
ffiould be occafion for more, the num- 
ber fliall be incre^fed proportionably to 

the 
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the emergency. Befides thefe, the force 
of the Englifh Company fhall always at- 
tend me when they are wanted. 

Seventhly, Wherever I lhall fix my 
court, either at Moorfliedabad or elfe- 
where, I will advife the Governor and 
Council j and whatever number of Eng- 
lifh forces I may have occafion for, in the 
management of my affairs, I will de- 
mand them, and they fhall be allowed 
me ; and an Englifh gentleman fhall re- 
fide with me, to tranfadl all affairs be- 
tween me and the Company i and a per- 
fon fhall alfo refide on my part at Cal- 
cutta, to negotiate with the Governor 
and Council. 

Eighthly, The late perwannah iffued 
by Coflim Alice Cawn, granting to all 
merchants the exemption of all duties, for 
the fpace of two years, fhall be reverfed 
and called in, and the duties colledted as 
before. 

Ninthly, I will caufe the rupees, 
coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every ref- 
pe<ft equal to the ficcasof Moorfhedabad, 
without any deduction of batta; and 

whofoever 
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vrhofoever (hall demand batta (hall be 
puniihed. 

Tenthly, I will give thirty lacks of 
rupees to defray all the expences and lofs 
accruing to the Company, from the war 
and ftoppage of their inveftment; andl 
will reimburfe to all private perfons the 
amount of fuch lofles, proved before the 
Governor and Council, as they may fuf- 
tain in their trade in the country ; if 1 
ihould not be able to dilcharge this in 
ready money, I will give affignments of 
land for the amount. 

Eleventhly, I will confirm and re- 
new the treaty which I formerly made 
with the Dutch. 

Twelfthly, If the French come into 
the country, I will not allow them to 
cred: any fortifications, maintain (brees, 
orhold lands, zemindarrecs, &c. but they 
(hall pay tribute, and carry on their 
trade as in former times. 

Thirteenthly, Some regulations 
(hall be hereafter (cttled betweS^n us, fot 
deciding all difputes which %nay arife 
between the £ng^^h agents and gomaf- 

tahs 
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tahs in the different parts of the country, 
and my officers. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid 
Governorand Council havefet our hands, 
and affixed the feal of the Company to 
one part hereof j and the Nabob afore- 
named, hath fet his hand and feal to a- 
nother part hereof j which were mutu- 
ally done, and interchanged at Fort Wil- 
liam, the loth day of July, 1764. 
(Signed) Henry Vanfittart, 

John Carnac, 

William Billers, 

John Cartier, 

Warren Haftings, 
Randolph Marriott, 
Hugh Watts.” 

Demandb made on the Part of the Nabob 
Meet Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, to the 
Go^oernor and Council, at the Time tf 
Jigning the Treaty, 

** THIRST, I formerly acquainted the 
Company with the particulars of 
my own affairs, and received from them 
repeated letters of encouragement with 

prefents. 
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prefents. I now make this requeft, that 
you will write in a proper manner to the 
Company, and alfo to the King of Eng- 
land, the particulars of our friendfhipand 
union j and procure for me writings of 
encouragement, that my mind may be af- 
fured from that quarter, that no breach 
may ever happen between me and the 
Englifh ; and that every Governor and 
Counfellor, and Chief, who are here, 
or may hereafter come, may be well dif- 
pofed and attached to me. 

Secondly, Since all the Englifli gen- 
tlemen, afl'ured of my friendly difpofi- 
tion to the Company, confirm me in the 
Nizamut j I requeft, that to whatever I 
may at any time write, they will give 
their credit and aflent, nor regard the 
ftories of defigning men to my prejudice, 
that all my affairs may go on with fuc- 
cefs, and no occafion may arife for jea- 
loufy or ill-will between us. 

Thirdly, Let noprotedlion be given, 
by any of the Englifh gentlemen, to any 
of my dependents, who may fly for fhel- 
ter to Calcutta, or other of your diftri<ftsi 

but 
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but let them be delivered up to me on 
demand. I lhall ftridtly enjoin all my 
fougedars and aumils on all accounts, to 
afford affiftance and countenance to fuch 
of the gomaftahs of the Company, as at - 
tend to the lawful trade of their facto- 
ries ; and if any of the faid gomaftahs 
fhall aCt otherwife, let them be checked 
in fuch a manner, as may be an example 
to others. 

Fourthly, From the neighborhood 
of Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of the 
perganahs bordering upon each other, 
it happens, that on complaints being 
made, people go againft the taalookdars, 
reiats, and tenants of my towns, to the 
prejudice of the bulinefs of the Sircar ; 
wherefore, let ftriCt orders be given, that 
no peons be fent from Calcutta on the 
complaint of any one, upon my taalook- 
dars or tenants j but on fuch occafions, 
let application be made tome, or theNaib 
of the fougedarree of Hoogly, that the 
country may be fubjeCt to no lofs or de- 
vaftation. And if any of the merchants 
and traders which belonged to the bux- 

bunder 
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bunder and azimgunge, and have fettled 
in Calcutta, Ihould be delirous pf re- 
turning to Hoogly, and carrying on their 
bufinefs there as formerly, let no one 
molefl them. Chandernagore, and the 
French fadtory, was preiended to me by 
colonel Clive> and given by me in charge 
to Ameer Beg Cawn. For this reafbn, 
let ftridt orders be given, that no Englifh 
gentlemen exercife any authority therein, 
but that it remain as formerly, under the 
jurifdi<^ion of my people. 

Fifthly, Whenever I may demand 
any forces from the Governor and Coun- 
cil for my afUftance, let them be imme- 
diately fent to me, and no demand made 
on me for their expences. 

The demands of the Nabob Shujaa- 
ool Moolk HiiTam, o Dowla Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader 
Mohabut Jung, written in five arti- 
cles. We the Prefident and Coun- 
cil of the Engliih Company do a- 
gree, and fct our hands to, in Fort 
William, the loth of July, 1763.” 

* Signed, dec. 

; Having 

* Majors Adams and Carnac abfent. 
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Having related all the material tranf* 
aftions with Meer Coflim, from his ad- 
vancement to the fubahlhip, till the pe- 
riod in which he was no longer regard- 
ed by us as the governor of thefe pro- 
vinces, I fliall refer the reader to the 
accounts already publilhed of the opera- 
tions of the war, which are foreign to 
the purpofe of this work. It will fuf- 
fice here to fay, that by the fuperior cou- 
rage and difcipline of our troops, and 
the admirable condu<9: and ailivity of 
major Adams their commander, the war 
was brought to a conclufion, by the ex- 
pulii($n of Meer Coffim beyond the Ca- 
ramnaiTa, in about five months from its 
commencement, with little lofs, befides 
that of the unhappy prifoners who fell 
into Meer Coflim's hands at the begin- 
ning of the troubles, and were put to 
death at Patna by his orders, on the 
5 th of October. With fome particulars 
of that dreadful catafirophe, I fiiall con- 
clude this narrative. . 

The firft intimation of fuch a defign, 
we received in a letter from Meer Coflim 
to major Adams, a few days after the at- 
tack 
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tack of the entrenchments at Oodwa 
Nullah i the following is an exadt tranf- 
lation of it. 

Tranjlation of a Letter from Coffim Alice 
' Cawn to Major Adams. Dated Sep- 
tember 9, 1763. 

T hat for thefe three months 
you have been laying wafte the 
King’s country with your forces, what 
authority have you ? If you are in pof- 
leffion of any royal Sunnud for my dif- 
miffion, you ought to fend me either the 
Jj original, or a copy of it, that having 
feen it, and fliewn it to my army, I may 
quit this country, and repair to the pre- 
fence of his Majefty. Altho’ I have in 
^o refpedt intended any breach of pub- 
lic faith, yet Mr. Ellis, regarding not 
treaties or engagements, in violation of 
public faith, proceeded againft me with 
treachery and night-affaults. All my 
people then believed that no peace or 
terms now remained with the English* 
and that, wherever they could be found, 
it was their duty to kill them. With 

this 
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this opinion it was, that the aumils of 
Moorfliedabad killed Mr. Amyatt, but 
it was by no means agreeable to me, that 
that gentleman fliould be killed. On 
this account I write j if you are refplved 
on your own authority to proceed in this 
bufinefs, know for a certainty, that I 
will cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis and 
the reft of your chiefs, and fend them 
to you. ^ 

Exult not upon the fuccefs which 
you have gained merely by treachery 
and night-aflaults, in two or three places, 
over a few jemmatdars fent by me. By 
the will of God, you fhall fee in what 
manner this fliall be revenged and re- 
taliated.” 

The threats contained in this letter, 
did not give me any great apprehenfion 
at the time, as it was a natural and ob- 
vious policy in the Nabob, to make ufe 
of the advantage which he had in his 
hands, to intimidate us to a compliance 
with his terms ; and to execute thofe 
threats, would be to deprive himfelf of 

VoL. III. B b that 
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that advantage, without any equivalent 
gained for it. As Meer Coffim had ne- 
ver Ihewn any marks of a cruel dilpofi- 
tion, there could be no fufficient reafon 
to fufpedt him of a defign, to make a 
wanton facrifice of fo many lives to his 
revenge, much lefs to involve thofe in 
the fame fate, who could in no refpedt 
be regarded by him as objedts of his re- 
fentment. 

It was, however, in his power to ex- 
ecute the worft of what he threatened ; 
and the moft proper argument to di- 
vert him from fuch a refolution, I judged, 
was to fet before his eyes the horror, as 
well as inutility of the a<5t, and the guilt 
and infamy which would attend it. This 
I did in the following letter, which I 
wrote to him upon this occafion, with 
the advice and confent of the Council . 
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Copy of a Letter from the Governor to 
Coflim Alice Cavvn. Dated Septem- 
ber 17, 1763. 

T H AVE received from major Adams 
the copy of your letter to Ixim, 
dated the laft of Scffcr. Mr. Amyatt and 
Mr. Hay were fent to you as ambalfadors, 
a title facred among all nations j yet, in 
violation of that title, you caufed Mr. 
Amyatt to be attacked and killed on his 
return, after having given him your pad- 
ports ; and Mr. Hay you unjuftly kept as a 
prifoner with you. You furrounded and 
attacked our factory at Coffimbuzar, and 
carried away our gentlemen from thence 
prifoners, in a mod difgraceful manner 
to Mongheer, altho’ they had no con- 
cern in the war, nor relifted your people. 
In like manner, in all other parts you at- 
tacked the Englilh agents who were carry- 
ingontheirtrade quietly; fome you killed, 
and fome were carried away prifoners, 
and their elFedts were every where plun- 
dered. After thefe proceedings, do you 
alk for what reafon major Adams was 
lent with an army .? You know the laws 
B b 2 of 
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of God and man j as you had declared 
you would turn the Englifli out of the 
country, and had proceeded as far as you 
could towards it, it became neceflary for 
us to take meafures for our own defence, 
and for the care of our own reputation. 
Thanks be to God, that fuccels has at- 
tended our army thus far, and they will 
continue their march in the fame manner 
as far as the CaramnalTa, that the coun- 
try may be freed from difturbances, and 
the inhabitants relieved from the horrors 
of war j and altho’ we are Ihockcd, as 
muft all people of all religions and all 
nations, at the revenge which you threat- 
en to take upon the lives of our chiefs, 
who have been unfortunately and unjuft- 
ly taken priloners by you ; yet, the ho- 
nor of our nation, and the interefls of 
the Company, will not be facrificed to 
this confideration, nor the operations 
of our army flopped. To put prifoners 
of war to death, is an adt which will ap- 
pear fliocking and unlawful, not only to 
Chriflians and Muflulmen, but to the 
mofl barbarous Pagjans j fuch fentiments * 
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are no where to be met with, but among 
the bealls of the foreft. After the battle 
of Oodwa Nulla, above a thoufand of your 
officers and men were prifoners in the 
hands of Major Adams, who releafed 
them without hurt or injury. Refledt 
on this, and on your own charadter, both 
in this world and the next ; and remem- 
ber alfo, that if you had followed my 
advice, this war would not have hap- 
pened.” 

In the mean time, major Adams judg- 
ing the moft effedtual method would be 
to adt upon the Nabob’s fears, had al- 
ready returned an anfwer to his letter, in 
the following terms. 

Copy of a Letter from Major Adams to 
Coffim Allee Cawn. 

** X Received your letter, and under- 
A ftand the contents. The Engliffi 
having always had in view the articles of 
the treaty, endeavored by pacific mea- 
fures to reconcile all differences with you, 
till the perfidious maffacre of Mr. Amy- 

B b 3 att 



374 Narrative of the 

att compelled them, contrary to their 
inclinations, to declare war againll 
you. You fay, it was not your intention 
to murder Mr. Amyatt, why then did 
you not puniih the aggreflbrs with the 
utmoft feverity } There are three months 
elapfed and nothing done. We have 
now, by the afliftance of Providence, 
brought your affairs to a very low ebb. 
It is true, you have Mr. Ellis, and many 
other gentlemen in your power j if a hair 
of their heads is hurt, you can have no 
title to mercy from the Englifli, and you 
may depend upon the utmoft fury of 
their refentment, and that they will pur- 
fue you to the utmoft extremity of the 
earth ; and fhould we unfortunately not 
lay hold of you, the vengeance of the 
Almighty cannot fail overtaking you, if 
you perpetrate fo horrid an adl, as the 
murderof the gentlemen in yourcuftody.” 

But both threats and expoftulations 
proved ineffedlual j and our unhappy 
countrymen, to the number of about fif- 
ty Company’s fcrwhts, civil and milita- 
ry. 
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ry, and other gentlemen, and a hundred 
private men, were facrificed to a bound- 
Id's revenge. 

Mr. Fullarton, thefurgeon of the 
Patna factory, the only perfon who efca- 
ped the wretched fate of the reft, faw 
Meer Coflim immediately after the exe- 
cution of this horrid tragedy j and it is 
from him only, we can have a certain 
account of the ftate of mind he was in 
at the time, a ftate little different from 
madnefs, fince he could have a thought 
of treating with us, after having wan- 
tonly ftied the blood of fo many of ouj. 
countrymen j this will be feen in the fol- 
lowing extradl of a letter which Mr. F ul- 
. larton wrote to the Board on the fubjedt. 

Extra£i from Mr. Fullarton’j- Letter to 
the Board. 

«* Ellis, with the reft of the 

i-VA gentlemen, were inhumanly 
butchered by Shimroo *, who came that 
evening to the place with two companies 
(he had the day before fent for all the 
B b 4 knives 

* Sombre or Sumroo, a Frenchman in Meer 
Coffim’s fervice. 
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knives and forks from the gentlemen) he 
furrounded the houfe with his people, 
and went into a little outer fquare, and 
fent for MelT. Ellis, Hay and Lulhing- 
ton, and with them came fix other gen- 
tlemen, who were all terribly mangled, 
and cut to pieces, and their bodies thrown 
into a well in the fquare, and it filled 
up j then the feepoys were fent into the 
large fquare, and fired on the gentlemen 
there, and rufhing upon them, cut them 
into pieces, in the moft inhuman man- 
ner, and they were thrown into another 
large well, which was likewife filled up. 

The 7th, the Nabob fent for me, 
and told me to get myfelf in readinefs to 
go to Calcutta, for that though he had 
been unlucky in the war (which he af- 
ferted with great warmth, had not been 
of his feeking, nor had he been the ag- 
grelTor, reproaching the Englifh with 
want of fidelity, and breach of treaty) 
yet he faid, he had ftill hopes of an ac- 
commodation 5 he afked me what I thought 
of it. I told him, I made no doubt of 
it. When feme o^ his people, who were 

prefent. 
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prefent, mentioned the aifair of Mr. 
Amyatt’s death j he declared, that he had 
never given . any orders for killing Mr. 
Amyatt ; but after receiving advice of 
Mr. Ellis’s having attacked Patna^^ he 
had ordered all his fervants to take and 
imprifon all the Englilh in the provinces, 
wherever they could find them } he like- 
wife added, that if a treaty was not fet 
a foot, he would bring the King, the 
Morattas, and Abdallas againft us, and 
fo ruin our trade, &c. He had finiftied 
his letters, and ordered boats, and a 
guard to conduit me j when, upon the 
advice of fome of his people, he flopped 
me, and faid, there was no occafion for 
me to go. After his fending for me at 
firft, he ordered the feepoys, in whole 
charge I was, to go to their quarters, two 
moguls, and twelve hircarras to attend 
me, but to let me go about the city where 
I pleafed. I then applied for liberty to 
flay at the Dutch failory, which was 
granted. I applied to Mehdce Alice 
Cawn, for his intereft in behalf of the 
gentlemen in the Chelflon, who were 

* feven 
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fcven in number, and were not killed t^I 
the ii lbt ofO< 3 :oberj but when he was pe- 
titioned about them, he gave no anfwer i 
but ftill fent orders to Shimroo, to cut 
them off. I likewife applied to Allec 
Ibrahim Cawn, who interceded for diem ; 
but he gave him no anfwer either, tho* 
I was prefent when Ibrahim Cawn peti- 
tioned for them. 

The 14th of OiStober, on the approach 
of our army, Coffim Allee decamped 
with his troops in great confufion, and 
marched as far as Fulwarree, five cofs to 
the weftward of the city. The hircarras 
that were with me having no orders a- 
boutme, I gave them fome money, which 
made them pretty cafy. 

The 25th,aftergivingmoneytoajem- 
matdar, that had the guard to the weft-r 
ward of the Dutch factory, by the river- 
iide, I fet out in a finall pulwar, and got 
fafe to the boats, under command of cap- 
tain Wedderburn, that were lying op- 
pofite to the city, on the other fide of 
the river, and at 1 1 o’clock that night 

arrived 



*Tranfa£lions in Bengal. 379 

arrived at the army, under the command 
of major Adams, lying at Jonly.” 


APPENDIX. 

General Obfervations upon the prece- 
ding Events, with fome later Occur- 
rences. 

Hemarks upon Meer CoHim’r uldminif- 
tration ; his Behavior in the Courje of 
the Dyputes voith the Councily and after 

the War broke out. Obfervations on 

the Death of Mr. Amyatt . — ’The Ne- 
cejjity and Propriety of the Ajfault of 
Patna examined. — Peviewf^Q&x Cof- 
fim’r Character and Condubt at different 
Periods. — Proofs of the Intrigues car- 
ried on againji Meer Coffim, at the 
Courts of the King^ and Shuja Dowla, 

by Mr. Ellis, and Major Carnac. 

Explanation ff Mr. Vanlittart’r Con- 
duSi to the Nabob, and to the Party 
•which oppofed him.'— Reflexions upon the 
Nature ff the inland Trader the Com- 
plaints on that SubjeXy lately made by 

Meer 
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Meer Jaffier; and the ReJiriSiions a- 
greed on in Confequence. — Mr, Vanfit- 
tartV Reafons for prolonging his Stay in 
'Btng2X,’-—Concltifion. 

T he reproach which Meer Coffim 
has brought upon himfelf, by the 
cruelty exercifed on the unhappy prifo^ 
ners at Patna, puts it in a manner 
out of my power to do juftice to the 
former part of his conduct, fince how 
llri( 3 :ly foever he may have adhered to his 
engagements with the Englifli, this will 
always recur as an argument to vindicate 
every injury done him before this period; 
and the repeated violations of the treaty, 
on our part, whilft we were on terms of 
friendfliip with him. However, as my 
defign is not to become an advocate for 
Meer Coffim, but to juftify my own con- 
duit, in oppofition to that of the other 
members of the Council towards him, 
in which no incidents lince paft could 
poffibly have fervedas a motive ; I ffiall 
proceed to a fliort examination of his 
behaviof, and thjit of the party which 

oppofed 
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oppofed him, from his firft advancement 
to the fubahihip, to the breaking out of 
the war ; after which, I fhall add fome 
remarks upon my own, in the difficult 
part which I had to adt between both. 

Since the Nabob Meer Jaffier could 
not bear an affiftant in his government, 
upon the footing propofed to him, but 
rather chofe to quit it, I thought it for- 
tunate that the next right fell upon a man 
fo well qualified as Meer Coffim was, for 
reftoring oeconomy and good order to 
the diftradted affairs of the country. In 
this light he was reprefented to me by 
all the gentlemen of the Seledl Commit- 
tee, upon my arrival in Bengal j and his 
condudt from the beginning, till the war 
broke out between us, fully anfwered 
this charadter. 

He difcharged the Company’s debt, 
and the heavy arrears of his army j re- 
trenched the expences of his court, which 
had before confumed the income of his 
predeceffors j and fecured his own au- 
thority over the country, by reducing 

the 
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the power of the zemindars, who were 
before continual difturbers of the peace 
of the province. All this I faw with 
pleafure, well knowing, that the lefs need 
he had of our affiftance, the lefs would 
be the Company’s expences ; and the 
better able they would be to attend to 
the care of their own poffeffions, at the 
fame time that we might depend upon 
him, as a fure and ufeful ally againft any 
common enemy. I was convinced, that 
whilft we did not encroach upon the 
Nabob’s rights, or difturb his govern- 
ment, he would never wifli to quarrel 
with us ; and, in effedt, fo cautious was 
he of giving occafion for difputc, that 
no one inftance can be produced of his 
fending a man into any of the lands ce- 
ded to us, or molefting us in a lingle arti- 
cle of our commerce, till the contention 
which he was drawn into by the ufurpa- 
tions of our gomaftahs, and our new 
cUims with refpedt to our private trade j 
and even to the breaking out of the war, 
during the height of our difputes, the 
Company’s bufiftefs, in every part, went 

on 
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on without the leaft interruption, ex- 
cepting one or two aggravated complaints 
of Mr. Ellis’s concerning the falt-petre 
bufinefs. 

How different was the conduct of 
the gentlemen, who had formed thcm- 
felves into a party againfl him ! From 
the time of his advancement to the fu- 
bahfhip, fcarce a day palled, but occa- 
fion was taken from the moft trifling pre- 
tences, to trample upon his government, 
to leize his officers, and to infult them 
with perfbnal threats and invedtives. I 
need not point out inftances of this, they 
will be feen in every page of this Narra- 
tive ; and any one of them would have 
been, in the Nabob, pronounced a fuffi- 
cient reafon by thdfe very gentlemen for 
declaring war againft him. It is not to be 
wondered at, if, irritated and tired out 
with thefe continual attacks, he Ihould 
grow fufpicious of our friendfhip, which 
only rnanifelled itfelf in profeflions cpn- 
tradidled daily by our adtions j or that 
his refentment Ihould, upon fome occa- 
lions, have urged him to retaliate the 

injuries 
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injuries which he received. Yet for a 
long time he fubmitted to all his grie- 
vances, contenting himfelf with reinon- 
ftrating againft them, in the hopes, that 
it would be in my power, fomc time or 
other, to reftore him to his authority. 

The firft inftance of his ufing force to 
repel the violences that were offered him, 
was in the attack of the remainder of 
the party at Mow, which had juft be- 
fore feized and carried off one of his 
principal officers. Such an indignity 
offered before his eyes, and in the pre- 
fence of his whole army, was fufficient 
to provoke him to feme defperate aft ; 
and an abfolute forbearance muft have 
rendered him contemptible to the laft 
degree, in the eyes of his own peo- 
ple. Yet after he had caufed the fce- 
poys and the gomaftahs to be brought 
before him, he even then gave a frelh 
inftance of his delire to preferve a friend- 
Ihip with us, by difmiffing them with- 
out any further notice, than to reproach 
the gomaftah for having drawn this un- 
provoked infult sipon him, altho’ his 

own 
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own ofiicer was at this time clafe prifoner 
at Patna. 

The great pains taken by Meer Cof- 
fim, in his letter to major Adams, and 
in the converfation which he had after- 
wards with Mr. Fullarton, to clear him- 
fclf from the charge of Mr. Amyatt’s 
death, muft have ftruck the reader with 
the appearance of great inconfiftency ; 
in the fird, he threatens to put to death 
all the Englilh that were in his hands ; 
and at the time that he faw Mr. 
Fullarton, this threat had adlually been 
carried into execution but two days be- 
fore i yet with the confcioufnefs of hav - 
ing recently facrificed fo many lives, to 
a deliberate andundidinguilhing revenge, 
he could appear unaffedled with all that 
had paffed, excepting the death of a fih- 
gle perfon, which he labored to prove ’ 
the effed of the violence of his officers, 
who had exceeded his orders. This un- 
happy affair, even fuppofing him as cul- 
pable as he appeared to be at the time 
in which it was tranfadted, had many, 
circumftances to extenuate the ^uilt of it, 
VoL. III. Cc " whcn^ 
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AVhen put in comparifon with the laft: 
dreadful effedl of his refcntment. 

The fulpicion which he had from the 
firft entertained of Mr. Amyatt’s depu- 
tation j the date of that gentleman’s de- 
parture from Mongheer, compared with 
that of the*attack of Patna j and the na- 
tural concluhon which he could not avoid 
drawing from it, that Mr. Amyatt had 
kdvifed it ; might, in the fudden im- 
pulfe of his fury, have hurried him to 
revenge himfelf, in this manner, on Mr. 
Amyatt, for an action which he put to 
the account of a treachery ‘on his part, 
' deligned to be put in execution, as loon 
•as he ihould be out of the Nabob's 
"reach. Whether this was the cafe or 
not, it is plain, he looked upon the 
death of Mr. Amyatt as the princi- 
pal caufe, the proclaimed motive of 
our declaring war againft him, and e- 
Very thing that bad happened afterwards, 
but as a juft and natural conftquence of 
t^e war. In a word, he thought it need- 
lefs to jttftify himielf upon any of the 
blood that was fpik after the war was 

begun. 
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l)egu^^, and ftudied only to prove that 
he did not begin it. 

- That we were the firft aggreffors, 
hy the alTault of the city of Patna will 
not be difputed. I will not take upon 
me to pronounce how far Mr. Ellis, 
in taking this ill-fated ftep, or the 
Board in authorizing him to do it, were 
to blame j of this every one will judge, , 
from the light in which it may different- 
ly appear to him. My own opinion is, that 
Mr. Ellis’s intention was, from the be- 
ginning, to break with the Nabob ; and 
that the difcretionary powers, which he 
fo earneftly IblUcited, and fo pafflonate- 
ly complained of being with-held, were 
wanted only as a fan^kion for executing 
what he had already refolved on : of 
this I repeatedly declared my apprehen- 
fions; and, for that reafon, always re- 
fuled to give my confent to any orders 
that put it in the power of Mr. Ellis to 
begin the war, when he Ihould think 
proper ; and, in effeiff^, no A)oner was he 
in poffeffion of foch an authority, than 
C c a he 
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tie immediately made tlie ufe of it which 
I had dreaded. 

It will be argued by many, that the 
war with the Nabob was unavoidable ; 
and, therefore, that Mr. Ellis was in 
the right to ftrike the firft blow, if, by 
fo doing, he could fecure an advantage j 
for my own part, I do not think we were 
at that time fo near to a rupture, but 
that it was our power to have avoided it, 
and upon our own terms, had we been 
ipiOarneft inclined to it. 

Amyatt’s negotiation had been 
l^oke off, becaufe the Nobob faw, that 
whatever conceffions he might make, 
would be rendered of no effedt, by the 
preparations which Mr. Ellis was mak- 
ing to attack the city of Patna, and would 
appear only as proceeding from a confei- 
.ouihefs of his own weaknefs; he therefore 
dihnided Mr. Amyatt, and as far as we 
can learn, with all the ufual marks of 
friendlhip and refpedl. No war was de-* 
clared by him, but the laft determina-r 
tion upon the fubjedl of our differences 
left to the Governor and Council j and 

.Mr. 
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Mr. Hay remained with the Nabob as a 
pledge, for the releafe of fuch of his offi- 
cers as we had made prifoners. ' * 

I THINK, that had Mr. Ellis left the 
Nabob any hope of an accommodation, 
he would have confented to the terms 
which were demanded of him, and fub- 
mitted to all the inconveniencies they 
would have laid him under, until juft ice 
could be done him by the Company. 
This was certainly his intention, when 
he took the trouble to write them fo full 
,a * remonftrance of his grievances} and 
it feems to have been his difpofttion fo 
late as the 19th of June, as may be 
judged from his letter J-, and Meff. Amy- 
att and Hay’s J of that date, where it 
appears that he releafed the arms, de- 
fifted from his preliminary demands, and 
' confented to proceed in the negotiation. 
Possibly the advices from Patna had 
given him hopes, that Mr. Ellis might 
refrain from hoftilities, till war or peace 
ftiould be concluded on between him and 
Mr. Amyatt, or the Board. If fuch 
C c 3 was 

* Page 185. t 


t Page 299, 
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was his expectation, he was foon unde- 
ceived by Mehdee Allee Cawn’s letter*, 
which informed him that Mr. Ellis was 
preparing to attack the city. He then 
ordered the boats with arms again to be 
Hopped, but Hill confented that Mr. 
Amyatt Ihould take his leave, and tranf- 
mit him the final determination of the 
Board from Calcutta. 

Those who are fond of fearching for 
refined and deep defigns in the moft na- 
tural actions, may attribute thefe fre- 
quent changes in the Nabob’s behavior, 
to a policy formed to blind Mr. Amyatt 
and gain time j which, however, will 
not appear very probable, if we refleft, 
that the whole of this tranfaClion hap- 
pened in the fliort Ipace of two or three 
days. 

In this fituation Mr. Amyatt left the 
Nabob j Mr. Ellis heard of it the even- 
ing of the 24th of June, and the lame 
night furprized and took the city. 

Let any impartial perfon now put 
himfelf in the place of Meet Coffim, and 

: ■ ■ ■ ..lay 

« Page 309. 
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fay whether he could have regarded this 
affault on the city of Patna, in any other 
light than as an adt of treachery j and the 
ftrongeft argument, that all the pacific 
declarations and proffered treaties, were 
only artifices to make him a dupe to our 
defi^ns, and the inftrument of his own 
ruin. 

Altho’ I have difclaimed the princi- 
ple of attacking the Nabob firft, becaufe 
it was probable that he might attack us(an 
argument which would equally juftify 
every a<St of enmity, to thofe whom we 
have at any time injured ;) yet, I will 
fuppole it allowable to feize fuch an ad- 
vantage, if the fafety of our forces at 
Patna abfolutely depended upon it. To 
form a judgment of this neceflity, it will 
be proper to confider the -force which we 
had at that time at Patna, compared 
with that which major Adams had under 
his command during the war. 

The former I have already * men- 
tioned to confift of 220 European infan- 
C c 4 try, 

* See the return, page i6o. It is true, Mr. 
Ellis ndvifes thataoo feepoys had deferted from the 

ift 
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try, non-commiffioned and foldiers ; 27 
officers, 57 men of the artillery, and 
2 500 feepoys, rank and file, befides offi- 
cers, the moft part of the feepoys the 
oldeft, and the heft difciplined of any in 
the fervice. 

Major Adams had, before the bat- 
tle of Gheerea, about 800 Europeans, in- 
cluding artillery and cavalry ; and about 
2200 feepoys, many of which were new 
recruits raifed in Calcutta and the neigh- 
borhood. 

, The difproportion between the two 
bodies, will by no means appear fo great, 
as that of the fervices which they were 
to perform. Maj'or Adams had to en- 
counter the Nabob's whole force, already 
ilufhed with fuccefsj whereas the detach- 
ment at Patna (which was then generally 
efteemed, and confeffedly by Mr. Ellis 
himfelf, fuperior to any force that the 

Nabob 

to the 5th of June; but as the beft accounts 
fincc collefted of the force which attacked the city, 
makes the number of feepoys about 2300, it is pro- 
table the encouragment of batta, given them by 
Mr. Ellis, as mentioned in^his letter of the 6th of 
f June^i .prevented any further defertion* 
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Nabob could fend againft it) had no- 
thing to fear but from a part of the Na- 
bob’s troops j fince it is not likely, that 
he would have left the whole province 
of Bengal expofed to our army, to go 
and attack them at Patna ; and as a proof 
of this, it appears from Mr. Amyatt’s 
letters before he left Mongheer, that 
the Nabob had actually fent forces down 
to Bengal. 

Neither fuppofing itneceflary to at- 
tack the city of Patna, would the place 
have been made more defenflble by any 
reinforcements that the Nabob might 
have fent into it, fince their numbers 
were lb great already (as Mr. Ellis re- 
peatedly mentions in his letters) that 
any added to them would but have in- 
:creafed their confufion; yet the city 
was carried without the leall difficulty ; 
and 1 believe it is fufficiently clear, that 
it was not the want of numbers, but of 
order, that occafioned our mifcarriage 
afterwards. 

Meer Cossim had not to this time 
ihewn any inftance of a vicious, or a 

violent 
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violent dil^fition i he could not be tax* 
cd with any aft of cruelty to his own 
lubjefts> nor treachery to us. He had 
lenfe enough to know, that the English 
fricndfhip would be his greateft fecurity, 
and to 'dread their power, if ever th^ 
fhould come to be his enemies. As he 
perceived fome of the Council were dif* 
inclined to him, he was the more cau- 
tious to avoid giving occaiion of difpute; 
and as long as he faw I could fupport 
him againj^ any direft infults, he fuf- 
fered many affronts and encroachments 
upon his government with forbearance } 
but when the difputes became more fe- 
rious, and meafures were taken of fuch 
a nature, as made him judge we were 
determined to break with him ; fenfiblc 
of the increafed power of his enemies, 
and difappointed of the fupport which 
he had been made to expeft from the 
Company, he found himfcif neceilitated 
to aft a different part, and at the fame 
time that he endeavored to evade the im- 
pending florm, to provide againft the ef- 
fects ctf it. This jyill eafily be feen in 

the 
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the change of his behavior after the fum- 
moning of the general Council ; and to 
this caufe may be afcribcd the too great 
•attention he latterly paid to the com- 
plaints of his officers, and his connivance 
at their oppreffions; which, whilft his 
complaints againll; our own agents yet 
remained unredrefTed, he could not pu- 
niffi, without exppfing his own weak- 
nefs, and forfeiting the attachment of the 
moft ufeful of his fubjedts. 

Thus far his condudt may bear the 
fevereft examination j and as an argu- 
ment that it was generally approved by 
his own fubjedts, it is remarkable, that 
when the war broke out between us, al- 
tho’ he wanted the courage to face his 
enemies in perfon, yet his foldiers fought 
for hini with a bravery and fidelity rare- 
ly experienced in the undifeiplined troops 
of Indoftan ; nor did any one of his of- 
ficers, in the inoft diftant part of his do- 
minions, revolt from his authority to join 
us, till Patna was taken, and he was pre- 
paring to fly the province. This mufl; 
be attributed to their affedtion for him; 

unlefs 
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unlcfe we rather chufetoplace it to the ac- 
count of their contempt for Meer Jaffier, 
or their refentment of our opprelSions. 

As to the laft wretched a<ft of Meer; 
Coffim’s government, altho’ it is farfrom 
my defign, and from my nature, to at- 
tempt tojuftify his cruelty, yet it iseafy 
to account for it. His forces had been 
fucceflively worfted •, his country was 
wrefted out of his hands ; all his hopes 
of a reconciliation were for ever cut off 
by our new engagements with Meer Jaf- 
fier, and his re-appointment to the fu- 
bah{hlp. He had no- way to elude the 
danger which prefled upon him, but to 
fly for flielter into the dominions of the 
Nabob Shuja Dowla, where his lafl: re- 
fource was in the cafual fupport, which: 
the ambitious views of his proteilor, con- 
curring with his fafety, might for a few 
days afford him : but his ruin he knew 
to be irretrievable, and a violent death 
the certain confequence of ill fuccefs 
and loft power. A dreadful reverfe of 
fortune in a man, who, but a few months 
befc»re,. faw himfelf ^nafter of the richeft 

pro- 



^ranfaStkm in Bengal. 395^ 

province of Indoftan, and fo fecure from 
all appearance of danger at home, as 
even to form the defign of encreafing 
his dominions, by the conqueft of others ! 

Fallen as Meer Coflim was to this 
ftate of defparation, it is no wonder that 
his temper broke all his former reftraints, 
and gave a loofe to that Ipirit of revenge, 
fo common among his countrymen, and 
inculcated by their religion and educa- 
tion. In effeft, the hoarded refentment of 
all the injuries which he had fuftained in 
continual exertion of patience, during the 
three years of his government, from this 
time took entire pofleflion of his mind, 
now rendered frantic by his natural ti- 
midity, and the frightful profpeft be- 
fore him j and drove from thence every 
other principle, till it had glutted itfelf 
with the blood of all within his reach, 
who had either contributed to his mif- 
fortunes, or by real or fancied con- 
nections with his enemies became ob- 
noxious to his revenge. In a word, as the 
influence <Jf thofe who were the Nabob’^ 

avowed 



398 ^ N A R R A T I V E ^ fie 

avowed enemies amongft us, had encoo^ 
raged the contention, which at length be- 
came univerfal againil him ; his refent- 
ment no longer limited itfelf to particu- 
lars, but became national ; and the Eng- 
liih in general, as well as their adherents, 
were the natural objefts of it. Such 
was the dreadful end of the meafures, 
which a violent party had profecuted with 
immoveable perfeverance, from the be- 
ginning of Meet Coffim’s government 5 
although 1 had fpared no pains to per- 
fuade them, and all the world, of the 
neceffity of the meafures which I had 
s taken, and to reftore unanimity to our 
country, by which the tranquillity fo 
happily eftablilhed would have been 
preferved, and thofe effedls prevented, 
which have fince fallen, with equal fe- 
verity, upon us all ! 

The Nabob, in many of his letters, 
complained of a correfpondence carried 
on by Mr. Ellis, and major Carnac, with 
Sbuja Dowla j and of a concerted defign, 
to procure the King’s nomination of ano- 
ther perfon to the fubahdarree. This 

^ certain- 
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'€«rtidnly was a fubjedt of very great un- 
cafinefs to the Nabob j but however af- 
fured he might be of the reality of luch 
deiigns* he could never produce fuffici- 
tnt proofs to fatisfy the Board of the 
truth of them, as thole gentlemen con- 
flantly denied the charge, affirming it 
to have no other foundation, thair in 
his difaffe^tion to the Engliffi, and his 
rcadinefs to credit every idle report to 
their difadvantage. It has fincc appear- 
ed, that he had but too much rcafon 
for thefe complaints, as will be feen in 
the following extracts of two letters> 
which were received from Shitabroy, and 
Momtaz o Dowla, fince the conclulion 
of the war, when they might think there 
was no longer any occahon to conceal 
their fervices, but rather chofe to make 
a merit of them with both parties, now 
united againft Meer Coffim. 


Extras 
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ExtraB of a Letter from Rajah Shitabroy 
to Major Adams. 

** OU are acquainted with the at- 
Jl tachment I have long fliewn to 
the Engliih gentlemens accordingly, you 
have feen with your own eyes the favors 
bellowed on me by colonel Coote; and 
you may remember, that he introduced 
me to you at Gherettee. Moreover, you 
mull have heard from colonel Coote, and 
major Carnac, of my fervices in treating 
with the King. Afterwards, when I re- 
tired out of the Patna province, on account 
of the enmity of Meer Mahomed Coflim, 
I went to the Royal army, where I re- 
mained eight months with the King, and 
the Vizir; and then the Vizir fent me 
along withMharajahBeneeBehader, who 
is Naib of the provinces, and has autho- 
rity over all the affairs of the empire. As 
I was always extremely dehrous of ob- 
taining the good will of the Englifh gen- 
tlemen, I forwarded all the letters which 
Mr. Ellis and ' Mr. Lufhington fent to 
the Court, and treated for them in a pro- 
per manner ; and accordingly it is uni- 

verfally 
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verfally reported, that all the bufinefs of 
the Eiiglilh Chiefs at the Imperial 
Court is carried on through Shitabroy.” 

ExtraSi of a Letter from Momtaz o* 
Dowla Ferzund Cawn Buxy, to Ma- 
jor Carnac. Received December 15, 
« 763 - 

“ ly^ EERCOSSI M,notwithftand- 
ing the fmallnefs of his charge, 
and the fhort duration of his govern- 
ment, is yet greatly in debt to the Royal 
Sircar j his Majefty has long been dif- 
pleafed with him. You feveral times 
reprefented to the Royal prefence the 
Behaviour of Meer Coffim, and your 
earneft defire, nor was it unadvifeable 
or difapproved ; and his Majefty’s incli- 
nations and endeavours are now hkewife 
entirely fuitable.” 

I Have been accufed by my enemies, 
of efpoufing, too partially, the caiife of 
the Nabob ; and my friends have blam- 
ed me as much for exercifing too great 
lenity to the fadion which oppofed me. 

I think it necefifary to fhew the princi- 
VOL. III. D d pies 
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pics on which I guided myfelf towards 
both. 

The Nabob was fcarcely advanced to 
the fubahfhip, when the party formed 
itfelf againll him ; and as they made no 
fecret of their fentimcnts, but rather 
induftrioufly publiihed them, he had no- 
tice of it almoft as fbon as it was form- 
ed, and of the meafures which were tak- 
en to fupport it, and overfet him. 

He w’as told, that colonel Coote, ma- 
jor Carnac, Mr. Amyatt, and Mr. El- 
lis, had written againft him to the Com- 
pany ; that they had fworn together to 
effed; the reftitutionof Jaffier Allee Cawnj 
and that Mr. Fullerton * had been dif- 
patched to England, to affift in the fame 
defign. It was therefore my buhnefsto 
endeavor, by every means, to convince 
him of my friendihip and refolution to 
fupport him in all his juft rights ; and in 
this I fo far fucceeded, as to gain his en- 
tire confidence in my attachment to him, 
and to preferve an influence over him, 
as long as he faw, that I had it in my 
power to befrient^him. In fupporting 

him, 

* One of the furgeons of Calcutta. 
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him, I knew I fupported an eftablifli- 
ment, with which the interefts of the 
Company were fo connected, that they 
could not be feparated without danger of 
involving both in ruin ; and I knew 
alfo, that he never could raife hi$ power 
to an equality with ours, nor attempt to 
fhake off his dependency on us, with the 
Icaft probability of fuccefs. Behdes, 
do any laws allow, that every ftronger 
power may encroach upon the rights of 
his weaker neighbor, for fear that, at 
fomc future time, he fliould become able 
to difpute upon more equal terms ? But 
the fuppofition of fuch a defign, in the 
Nabob, proceeded only from a confeiouf- 
nefs of having done him fuch injuries, as 
might naturally move his refentment. In- 
ilead, therefore, of adding ruin to former 
injuries, we ought to have defifted from 
our encroachments, and by that eafy 
and juft method, have confirmed the 
friendlhip between us ; a conduct the 
more indifpen fable, as we were bound 
to obferve it, by the ftrongeft ties of 
public treaty. 


D d 2 


To 
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T o eftablifh him, therefore, in the 
full authority over his own people, and 
allow him the juft rights of his govern- 
ment, was to make him an ufeful ally in- 
ftead of a burthen to us, which he muft 
be without theft, whilft, by Ihewing a 
fteady zeal and attachment to his inte- 
refts, we fliould infure the fame attach- 
ment in him to ours, and make him a 
faithful one. 

This rule I laid down for my con- 
duct j and as far as it confifted with the 
interefts of the Company to which it was 
fubftrvient, I invariably purfued it, ex- 
cepting where the violence of faction 
forced me into meafures, which I could 

i 

not prevent ; and even then I kept the 
fame principle in view, and renewed it 
when I could, with fafety to the cauft 
which I was defending ; and I have now 
the cOnftious fatisfadlion of refledling, 
that had the reft of the gentlemen, at 
the head of our affairs, conducted them- 
ftlves by my example, we ftiould, to 
this time, have enjoyed the acquifitions 
derived to us from Meer Coftim’s ad- 
vancement 
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vancement to the fubahfhlp, improved by 
all the benefits that a fettled tranquillity, 
and a flourifhing commerce, could add to 
them i andhavehad every reafon to rejoice 
^ our friendfhip and connedtion with a 
man, whom we now regard as a vaga- 
bond, a murderer, and the worfl of ty- 
rants, rendered fuch by the defpair to 
which our injuftice has driven him. 

Whilst I labored to keep the Nabob 
firm to his engagements, I was no lefs 
follicitous, on the other hand, of intro- 
ducing a good underftanding amongft 
ourfelves. It is true, I neither attempt- 
ed this by unbecoming follicitations, nor 
by confulting the perfonal interefts of 
thofe whom I wifhed to fee of the fame 
opinion with myfelf ; but refling on the 
integrity of my own heart, I oppofed 
every attack on the eftablifhment, which 
I had been an inflrument in railing, and 
withflood every affault upon my own cha- 
radler, with temper and forbearance ; 
knowing, that to oppofe their violence 
with equal violence, would but accele- 
rate the ruin of the Company’s affairs, 
D d 3 which 
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which it was my aim to prevent. I may add, 
that I am not in my own nature inclin- 
ed to adts of feverity, but rather to look 
upon the errors and paHlons of others, 
with the indulgence which I fhould ex; 
pedt to my own ; and I yielded the more 
readily to this prevailing inclination, be- 
caufe I knew, that nothing tended fo 
furely to the deftru(^ion of any ilate, even 
in the moft flouriftiing cifcumftances, as 
divifions amongll thofc who rule it j and 
I hoped, that whilft I kept fuch a guard 
upon my own condudt, as to obviate e- 
very pretence of cenfure againft myfelf, 
and avoided all ditagreeable and pertbnal 
altercations, the flame of contention would 
go out of itfclf, for want of fuel to keep 
it alive. 

Such were my hopes, but I knew not 
the fpirits I had to deal with ; and I 
found, too late, that the gentleft ufage, 
lofc all its eflfedl with prejudices fo deep- 
ly rooted, and with minds compelled, 
by mutual ties, to perfevere in the caufe 
in which they were once engaged. 

If my opinion be alked, what precau- 
tions 
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tions are necfeflary to prevent frefli trou- 
bles, and a renewal of our difpiitcs with 
the country government. I anfwer, that 
either the rules agreed on with Meer 
CoHim mull be adopted, or an entire 
flop put to the innovations which have 
taken place fince the capture of Calcut- 
ta, and the private trade reftrained with- 
in its ancient bounds. 

The reafon is plain j great advantages 
accrued from thefe articles of trade, both 
to the country merchants who ufed to 
carry it on, and to the government by 
the culloms they drew from it. Both 
thefe are now cut off, and the advan- 
tages in a manner engroffed by the Eng- 
lilh, who fay, they will pay no cuftoms ; 
and, to fupportthisufurpation, ouragents 
and gomaffahs are armed with an autho- 
rity, independent of the officers of the 
government. 

If we reftrain the power of our agents 
and gomailahs, and acquiefce in the Na- 
bob’s officers exercifing their proper au- 
thority, in deciding difputcs where fuch 
dependents of ours arc concerned, then 
D d 4 they. 
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they, for the moft part, will abufe their 
authority, and totally obftrudl that trade, 
impelled not only by the jealouly with 
which they regard this innovation of 
ours, and by their own interells, but by 
the complaints of the country merchants, 
who find themfelves excluded, and the 
oppreflions to which this trade is more 
peculiarly liable when under no controul. 

The Nabob’s right to this authority 
in his own government, cannot in juftice 
be difputed, and the lefs, as our own ju- 
rifdidtion does not extend thither ; nor 
have we either judges to determine dif- 
putes in thofe diftant parts, or laws to 
determine them by ; yet this right of the 
country government is fuperfeded, and I 
am afraid, muft be, if it be refolved, that 
the privileges of our private trade extend 
fo far ; and it may not be improper to 
remark here, that it was upon this rea- 
foning, I agreed in the confultation of 
the ill of March, that our agents and 
gomallahs Ihould not be fubjed: to the 
a<^ual controul of the country govern- 
pient, after having allured the Nabob 

. in 
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in the regulations that they Ihould ; for 
the Council having refolved, that they 
would infill: on a free trade in all articles, 
and to all places, there was no way of 
preferving it, but by fuperfeding that 
right of the Nabob’s government. 

The violences with which the Na- 
bob’s officers exercifed their authority, 
the inftant it was put into their hands, 
and the encouragement which the Nabob 
had given to it, made me lefs attentive 
to the natural rights of juftice in this 
cafe, where I faw plainly, that on either 
lide there would be great oppreffions j 
and I lefs dreaded the effedts of any com- 
plaints which the Nabob might make, 
than the dangerous confequences which 
they would produce, if wc ourfelves 
were the fufferers. 

The prefent Nabob Meer Jaffier, is 
no lefs clamorous upon thefe- fubjedls, 
than Meer Coffim was j and I am plain- 
ly of opinion, that upon the prefent fyf- 
tem, no friendfhip can be preferved with 
any Nabob. The two governments clafh 
too frequently to Hand upon a friendly 

footing ; 
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footing; and therefore, if it is not thought 
right to eftablifh the regulations and re- 
ftriftions before-mentioned, it is the 
higheft degree of abfurdity, to pledge 
the national faith to a treaty, which it 
is not pofiible fhould fubfift ; and to 
bind ourfelves to fupport the Nabob in 
the authority over his country^ when 
we deny him the exercife of that autho- 
rity for the proteftion of his own fub- 
jedts, at the fame time too, that we con- 
feffedly want the power to protedl them 
ourfelves. 

It has been aflerted by Meff. John- 
ftone and Hay in fome of their minutes, 
and I believe by other members of the 
Board, that the oppreflions of the go- 
maftahs, fo frequently complained of by 
the Nabob, had no exillence. As an 
inconteftible proof that fuch did, and 
adlually do exill, it may not be impro- 
per to fubjoin fome extradls of letters I 
have received on the fubjedt at different 
times, from the chiefs of the fubordi* 
nate fadlories. 

The firft, is an extrad of a letter 

from 
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from Mr. Cartier, chief at Dacca, dated 
the 8th of November, 1761, in anfwer 
to one I wrote him a few days before, 
to forbid the ufe of force in trade, and 
particularly the pradlice of obliging the 
inhabitants to purchafe tobacco, whether 
they wanted it or not, and at an exorbi- 
tant advanced price. This extract will 
ferve at once to (hew the countenance 
which thefe oppreflions have met with, 
and the impoflibility of carrying on the 
inland trade without the ufe of force, 
which muft be produftive of oppreflions; 
unlefs we would reconcile it to the coun- 
try government, by paying duties like 
other merchants 

ExtraSi of a Letter from Mr. Cartier to 
the Governor. Dated Nov. 8, 1761. 

** \ Freedom of trade is too defi- 

rable not to be wilhed for, but 
diflicult to be eftabliflied. While the 
country government are interefted to af- 
fift thole that pay a duty on importation, 
they will fecretly ufe methods to pre- 
vent the fale of our goods, if left to their 

full 
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full liberty ; or was I to undertake to 
fell below the common run of the mar- 
ket, the pykars and merchants would be 
intimidated from trading with me, un- 
lefs permitted to do fo ; nor is it proba- 
ble they would, when it is fo oppofite to 
the intereft of the people in the govern- 
ment : fo that an undue and ruinous in- 
fluence mu ft be exerted on one fide, and 
nothing left to oppofe it/’ 

ExtraSi of a Letter from Mr. George 
Gray, Chief at Mai da, to the Governor. 
Dated January 7, 1764, 

OINCE my arrival here, I have 
^ had an opportunity of feeing the 
villainous pradlices ufed by the Calcut- 
ta gomaftahs in carrying on their bufi- 
nefs. The government have certainly 
too much reafon to complain of their 
want of influence in their country, which 
is torn to pieces by a fet of rafcals, who 
in Calcutta walk about in rags, but 
when they are lent out on gomaftahlhips, 
lord it over the country, imprifoning the 
reiats and merchan^sy. and writing and 

talking 
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talking in the moft infolent, domineering 
manner to the fougedars and officers.” 

ExtraSf of a Letter from Mr. Senior, 

Chief at Coffimbuzar, to the Governor. 

Dated March 23, 1764. 

JT would amaze you, the number of 
complaints that daily come before 
me, of the extravagances committed by 
our agents and gomaftahs, all over the 
country ; but by punifhing Ibme of the 
immediate fervants of the factory, and 
difmiffing others, I hope in time to bring 
things on a proper footing,” 

I COULD produce many other proofs 
from the Company’s records, of the rea- 
lity of the oppreffions the country peo- 
ple fuffer from the Engliffi agents and 
gomaftahs, employed in the inland trade ; 
but I believe this is a point that will be 
now no longer difputed. 

The Nabob Meer Jaffier complains 
of it as much fince his re-eftabliflimenjt, 
as he did in his fird adminiflration. In 
Ihort, he repeatedly declared to the Go- 
vernor 
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vcrnor and Council, after his return to 
Calcutta in 1764, that it was impoffible 
for his government to fubfift upon fuch 
a footing, and earneftly preffcd for the 
entire abolition of it, notwithllanding 
the confent he was obliged to give, in 
his treaty of July 1763. The Council 
yras fo fenfible of the juftice of the Na- 
bob’s remonftrances, that we refolved to 
put an end to thefe innovations, and give 
up the inland trade entirely, referving 
only the indulgence of fending fait and 
beetle-nut to Patna and Coffimbuzar; 
and this to be confined to the fa< 9 :ories, 
and not permitted to be difperled about 
the country. European agents were for- 
bid to refide in the country, and the 
moll pofitive orders fent to the Chitta- 
gong, Dacca, and Luckypoor fadories, 
to relinquifli the fait works they had fet 
up in prejudice of the country merchants ; 
an ail of juftice which all the world 
now agreed in, altho’ many of the mem- 
bers of the Board complained of it, as a 
grievous detrailion from their rights, 
when I promifed thejfame to Mcer Cof- 

fim. 
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fim, in my letter of regulation}?*. If 
the fam e con fide ration had been had for 
his rights, which is now had for thofe 
.of Meer JafHer, and without which no 
friendihip can pofliibly fubfift between 
the two governments, I am perfiiaded 
he would have proved a faithful ally. 

As foon as the war with Meer Cof- 
fim was ended, and the Nabob Meer 
JafHer in full pofTeffion of his govern- 
ment, I thought myfelf now at liberty to 
leave the country, which I had before 
declared my refolution of doing, when 
there fhould be no longer any public call 
upon me for my flay, I accordingly ac- 
quainted the Board with my intention, 
in the following letter. 

Copy of the Governor's L,etter to the Gen^ 
tlemen of the Council. Fort William, 
December 19, 1763. 

Gentlemen, 

** unexpe<Sled and unfortunate 

JL events, with which the war with 
the late Nabob began, and which Ipread 

an alarm, that in feme meafure afFe( 5 led 

the 

* Page 170, Vol. II. 
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the fettlement itfelf, occafioned my al- 
tering my intention of going to Europe 
laft September ; but our army being 
now mafters of the whole province, and 
hoAilities at an end, I think my Em- 
ployers cannot difapprove of my profe- 
cuting that intention this feafon j and 
that my friends and family might blame 
me, if I remained longer without urgent 
realbns, in a climate which has been 
found to affedt me fo frequently with 
dangerous diforders. It is my intention, 
therefore, to take my leave of you the 
beginning of next month, and to pro- 
ceed with commodore'Tinker to Madras, 
where I lhall embark immediately on 
board his Majefty’s Ihip Panther for Eng- 
land. 

I THINK it rny duty to acquaint you 
at the fame time, with what obferva- 
tions occur to me on the prefent ftate 
of the country. Meer Jaffier being a- 
gain in pofleffion of the government, it 
is my wilh he Ihould be fupported in it 
as long as he lives. This was alfo my 
wiih before, but 1 fo^nd it impoffible ; 

and 
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and now again, if fome timely precau* 
tions are not taken, I am apprehenfive 
that you may foon find yourfelves under 
the fame difficulties. The Nabob’s in- 
capacity for bufinefs is univerfally ac- 
knowledged ; he fhould endeavor to 
make up for that deficiency, by appoint- 
ing men of experience and character to 
manage the different branches ; but he 
feems rather to incline to throw himfelf 
into the hands of thofe who flatter his 
weaknefs, and take advantage of it. We 
are affured that Nundcoomar has, at this 
time, the entire difpofal of the Nabob’s 
will, and of all the affairs of the pro- 
vinces, of which the confequence will be, 
that we fliall continually be amufed and 
perplexed with his arts and intrigues. 
We fhall be told of the fchemes of the 
Kiijg, and theMorattas, and all the chiefs 
of tlie empire, and what weight and in- 
terefl: he has with them. We fhall be 
obliged to keep a large army conftantly 
in the field, to guard the province againll 
defigns which never exifted, by which 
our military expences will abforb the 
VoL. III. E e moft 
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moftpart of our revenues j and the Na- 
bob will be led into an extravagant dif- 
lipation of his money to foreign powers, 
to indulge the * pride of his minifter, 
and at length being unable to fulfil his 
engagements, and pay his own troops, 
will fall again to ruin. 

This danger (hould be provided againft 
as foon as an opportunity offers, of ad- 
vifing with the Nabob in fuch manner, 
as not to excite his jealoufy or fear ; and 
the fame opportunity fhould alfq be taken 
of fettling the fucceflion, that there may 
be no confufion in cafe of his demifc, as 
from his advanced age fuch an event may 
always be apprehended. 

Sensible 

* There is before the Board a ftriking inftancc 
of Nundcooinar’s intriguing difpofition. The very 
firft letters whidi came from the Vizir and his prin-^ 
cipal officers, are filled with nothing hut the praifes 
of Nundcoomar. His titles and feals ar^ received 
before the Nabob’s pwn ; apd before any affurances 
are given the Nabob that he will have the funnuds 
for the provinces, he is told, that he muft give 
Nundcoomar fuch and fuch particular employments, 
the moft honorable and ^aluabl^i belonging to the 
government ; and which the Nabob, at his depar« 
ture from Calcutta, promifed to Roydoolub. 
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Sensible as I am of the neceflity of 
guarding againft thefe dangers, it is with 
reluctance I mention them, left it Ihould 
be fuggefted, that I would promote any 
meafures difagreeable to the Nabob ; 
but as my duty to the Company has al- 
ways had more weight with me than any 
<?ther confideration, fo it is that only, 
which, on this occafion, dictates to me. 

By Ibme of the Nabob’s letters, you 
have feen already with how much unea- 
finefs he expreffes himfelf upon the leaft 
complaint of the agents, or gomaftahs, of 
our fubordinate factories, interfering with 
his officers in any part of thecountry. Our 
influence is fuch, that it will, for the 
moft part, over-rule the Nabob’s j fo tha^ 
any dependent of ours may abufe that 
influence with impunity, if the greateft 
c^^e is not taken ; and, on all fuch oc- 
cafions, the complaints that are made 
are attended with invidious exaggerations, 
in order to excite as much poffible the 
jealouly of the government. In Ihort, 
our authority has extended itfelf fo very 
near the Nabob’s, that they are frequently 
E e 2 ciafliing, 
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claihing, and without a very fteady and 
moderate conduct on both fides, they 
cannot fubfift upon their prefent footing, 
nor a friendlhip be maintained with this 
Nabob, or any other. 

To put an end to this precarious and 
fluctuating flrate, it is likely the Com- 
pany will refolve on an entire change of 
lyftem, and either draw their own con- 
nections with the country government 
into narrower limits, and reduce the pri- 
vate trade to the footing it was on before 
the capture of Calcutta ; or elfe extend 
them further, and render the country 
government fully and confelTedly depen- 
dent on theirs. But it will require your 
greateft care, gentlemen, to keep the 
fcale even, until the orders of the Com- 
pany can arrive, and to prevent a repeti- 
tion of thofe tragical events, of which 
we have lately been the unhappy wit- 
nefl'es.’* 

In anfwer to this I received the fol- 
lowing letter from the Board. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Gentlemen of 
the Council to the Governor. Dated 
December 19, 1763. 

SIR, 

** letter which you laid before 

A us at the Board this morning, 
having met with our ferious confidera- 
tion, we beg leave to offer you our fen- 
timents thereon. 

Though the war againft Coflim Alice 
Cawn is near brought to a conclurion,and 
we have a profpedt of the country be- 
ing fhortly reftored to its former tran- 
quillity, yet it will be a work of great 
difficulty to eflablifh meafures for ren- 
dering that tranquillity perfect and fe- 
cure j and many refolutions will be found 
necefl'ary to be taken, to prevent, if pof- 
fible, the country and Company’s trade 
from being again expofed to the hazard 
and defolation of war j thofe which you 
have yourfelf inftanced, are fuch as tend 
very effentially to this purpofe, and will 
require the greateft Ileadinefs and atten- 
tion, to bring them to an happy iffue. 
From a convidtion therefore. Sir, of the 
material fervice you can be of, in for- 
E e 'j wardinp 
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warding fo falutary a work, and where- 
in the well-being of the Company is lb 
immediately concerned, we cannot but 
unanimoully join in requefting, that you 
will poftpone your intention of return- 
ing to Europe this feafon, and that you 
will continue in the Prelidency of this 
fettlement, until we lhall have the honor 
to receive the Company’s orders, in regard 
to the future management of their affairs 
in thefe provinces. We are, with much 
efteem, SIR, 

Your moll obedient 
Humble Servants, 

William Billers, 
John Carnac, 
Warren Haftings, 
Randolph Marriott, 
Hugh Watts, ■ 
A. W. Senior, 

John Burdett.” 

Upon this reprefentation of the 
Council, I cbuld not refufe to defer my 

^ departure. 
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departure, and accordingly replied to 
their letter in the following terms. 

Copy of a Letter from the Governor to the 
Gentlemen of the Council. Dated De- 
cember 22, 1763. 

** T Have received the honor of your 
letter of the 19th, in which you 
are pleafcd to exprefs your opinion, that 
my remaining in the government at this 
time is effential to the Company’s fervice. 

As I think it my duty to prefer that 
confideration before all others, I have, in 
confequence of your reprefentation, de- 
termined to llay till next feafon. I diall 
hope, from your alRftance, fuch relief as 
my uncertain ftate of health may require, 
and am happy in the conviction, that we 
lhall carry on all our bufinefs with a per- 
fect unanimity.” 

I Should not have introduced a cir- 
cumftance of fo little confequence, and 
merely perfonal as this is, but that the 
reader might have expeCted fuch an ex- 
planation of the motives of my continu- 
ance 
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ance in the chair, or poffibly have attri- 
buted it to caprice, after my having, in 
fo formal a manner, declared, and re- 
peated my refolution, to hold it no longer 
than whilft the war lafted. It remains 
now to fay fome thing of the Memorial 
itfelf. . 

The plan upon which it is formed 
may be objected to, as attended with too 
much prolixity, and fometimes perhaps 
with a confufion of circumftances, and 
want of connexion, owing to the fre- 
quent, and, in fome places, very long 
quotations from the records of the go- 
vernment. But I fliould rather hear it 
taxed with this inconvenience, than re- 
proached with want of candor, as would 
have been the cafe, had I made the quo- 
tations partially, infertin^ thoife Opinions 
which might fupport my arguments, and 
omitting what Avas urged om the other 
lidc of the queftion, of which ! have been 
the more cautious, as fome' of the prin- 
cipal gentlemen, who differed from me, 
have themfelves fallen in thefe unhappy 
troubles. 

As 



Tranfa^ms in Bengal. 425 

I Have likewife endeavored to avoid 
in the expreffion all paffionate or indecent 
terms ; in fliort, my view has been to 
fhew the uprightnefs of my own inten- 
tions, with as little reproach as poflible 
to others ; and, in this light, I hope it 
will be accepted by the world. 


The end. 










